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< in  anthology  of  aimlrss  srrihhlings 


A  bronze  sestertius  of  Nero  serves  as  our 
cover  coin  for  April.  Nero  followed  Claudius  to 
the  throne  in  54  A.D.  at  the  tender  age  of  17, 
and  for  the  next  fourteen  years  devoted  himself 
to  murdering  his  mother,  two  of  his  three  wives, 
and  anyone  else  who  annoyed  him,  while  diverting 
himself  with  miscellaneous  debauchery.  Our  coin 
shows  the  doors  of  the  Temple  of  Janus  shut. 

This  edifice  was  built  by  Romulus  after  his  war 
with  the  Sabines,  with  whom  the  Romans  had 
dealt  rather  highhandedly,  and  the  temple  doors 
were  to  be  shut  whenever  all  of  Rome  was  at 
peace.  This  happened  so  rarely  that  Nero  com- 
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memorated  one  such  occasion,  upon  the  signing  of 
the  Peace  of  Parthia,  with  this  coin.  .  .April 
is  the  cruelest  month,  'tis  said,  and  this  year 
April  signals  the  conclusion  of  three  Journal 
features.  ALTZ  and  BARTON'S  Foreign  Coins 
Struck  at  U.S.  Mints  draws  to  a  close.  Begun  in 
our  very  first  issue,  in  January  of  1964,  the 
catalog  will  be  published  in  book  form  in  due 
course.  .  .The  exhaustive  survey  of  coin  denom¬ 
inations  which  ESPER  FITZ  has  supplied  also 
comes  to  an  end  with  its  third  installment.  .  . 
TED  WEISSBUCH's  article  on  Louis  Kossuth,  begun 
in  March,  is  here  completed.  .  .Lest  nostalgia 
fill  our  eyes  with  tears,  note  well  that  The 
Proofing  Process  holds  to  its  steady  course.  A 
review  of  a  major  die-variety  study  by  WALTER 
BREEN  appeared  in  last  month's  Journal.  .  .Med¬ 
dling  With  Medals  presents  an  extract  from  the 
classic  survey  of  American  Colonial  Medals  by 
C.  WYLLYS  BETTS.  .  .The  Journal's  Editor-in- 
Chief,  R.  S.  YEOMAN,  devotes  his  popular  Guide 
Line  to  the  special  delights  of  applying  histor¬ 
ical  source  material  to  numismatics.  .  .and 
LAWRENCE  BLOCK  is  on  hand  to  put  Liberty  Head 
Nickels  to  careful  scrutiny.  .  . 

SPECIAL  SERVICE  DEPT.  .  .A  goodly  number 
of  subscribers  have  suggested  that  some  sort  of 
file  boxes  might  help  to  keep  back  copies  of 
the  Journal  in  good  order.  After  reams  of 
correspondence  and  extensive  testing  of  samples, 
we  have  arranged  for  the  production  of  as 
handsome  a  batch  of  file  boxes  as  one  might 
desire.  Strong,  durable,  imprinted  in  gold, 
they  will  both  protect  and  display  your  Journals 
to  perfection.  For  full  information  you  may 
refer  to  the  enclosed  leaflet;  if  you've 
committed  the  indiscretion  of  losing  the 
leaflet,  we've  printed  a  special  notice  which 
tells  all.  You'll  find  it  on  Pg.  255.  .  . 

NEW  FROM  WHITMAN.  .  .Two  dozen  new  3"  x  6" 
vinyl-wrapped  albums  for  U.S.  and  foreign  coins, 
retailing  for  250  each  and  imprinted  with  photo¬ 
graphs  of  the  coins  themselves.  .  .COMING  SOON 
IN  THE  JOURNAL.  .  .A  pioneer  work  on  French 
metal  notgeld  by  the  late  Paul  Dugendre  of  Nice. 
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United  States  Pattern ,  Experimental  an<l  Trial  Pieces.  Third  Edition, 
by  J.  Hewitt  Judd.  Whitman  Publishing  Company,  Racine,  Wisconsin, 
1965.  Hard  cover,  260  pages,  fully  illustrated,  $i0.00. 

Ever  since  the  initial  appearance  of  this  important  book  in  1959  it 
has  been  acclaimed  the  acknowledged  standard  reference  to  the  U.S. 
pattern  series.  Written  by  J.  Hewitt  Judd,  M.D.  with  the  collaboration 
of  Walter  H.  Breen  on  research  and  Abe  Kosoff  on  valuations,  this 
book  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  product  of  three  of  the  most 
knowledgeable  men  in  this  field. 

The  new  third  edition  of  this  catalog  shows  many  changes  and 
additions  to  the  former  printings.  Most  important,  no  doubt,  are  the 
price  changes — most  of  them  have  taken  sharp  increases  and  many 
of  the  great  rarities  have  been  left  unpriced  as  an  indication  of  the 
uncertainty  of  what  such  pieces  would  sell  for  should  they  appear  on 
the  market.  The  more  common  patterns  are  priced  from  $60.00  to 
$150.00,  indicating  an  increasingly  strong  and  healthy  market  but 
still  a  sufficient  supply  to  make  them  generally  available. 

No  study  of  the  numismatic  history  of  our  country  could  be  com¬ 
plete  without  a  description  of  these  patterns.  The  author  has  done 
an  admirable  job  of  relating  not  only  all  of  the  facts  about  the  coins 
in  handy  catalog  form,  but  has  also  included  a  wealth  of  information 
concerning  the  “why  and  wherefore”  behind  each  issue. 

The  book  covers  not  only  the  regular  pattern  coins,  but  also  lists 
experimental  pieces,  trial  coins,  die  trials,  restrikes  and  pieces  de 
caprice.  Special  appendices  list  mint  errors,  patterns  not  of  mint 
origin  and  false  pieces  that  might  otherwise  be  confused  with  patterns. 
A  number  of  minor  corrections  and  new  pictures  bring  the  catalog 
completely  up  to  date  and  make  it  indispensable  for  the  U.S.  numis¬ 
matist.  K.E.B. 

Coins  of  the  Ancient  World,  by  Dr.  Irving  F.  Burton,  Detroit  Institute 
of  Arts,  1964.  Soft  cover,  36  pages,  illustrated,  $1.00. 

The  purpose  of  this  booklet  is  obviously  to  add  to  the  interest  and 
pleasure  of  studying  ancient  coins.  This  aim  has  been  accomplished 
very  adroitly  by  the  author  who,  while  admitting  to  being  a  neophyte 
in  this  field,  has  grasped  the  essence  of  beauty  and  culture  reflected 
in  these  metallic  pages  of  history. 

The  reader’s  appetite  is  whetted  by  a  brief  preface  telling  of  the 
author’s  introduction  to  ancient  coins  and  how  his  interest  and  col¬ 
lection  has  grown  to  the  fruitful  point  of  now  being  on  loan  in  the 
Detroit  Institute  of  Arts  where  the  coins  can  be  enjoyed  by  the  public. 
The  collection  and  the  pieces  discussed  in  this  book  have  been 
selected  on  the  basis  of  their  importance  in  history  and  art. 
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The  introduction  touches  briefly  though  quite  thoroughly  on  the 
evolution  of  coinage  from  its  beginning  through  medieval  times.  Spe¬ 
cial  sections  deal  with  terminology  of  these  coins,  denominations,  and 
categorical  groupings. 

Illustrations  are  all  enlarged  to  accentuate  the  aesthetic  quality  of 
these  pieces.  A  representative  selection  of  coins  ranges  from  the  silver 
siglos  of  Lydia,  B.C.  561-546,  to  a  gold  nomisma  of  Romanus  III, 
A.D.  1028-1034.  Most  of  the  fifty-nine  coins  discussed  are  types  that 
would  be  found  in  any  well  organized  collection  and  therefore  will  be 
of  interest  to  many  readers.  K.E.B. 

Coins  in  Shakespeare,  a  numismatic  guide,  by  J.  Eric  Engstrom,  Dart¬ 
mouth  College  Museum,  Hanover,  New  Hampshire,  1964.  67  pages, 
illustrated,  $2.25  softbound,  $3.75  hardbound. 

While  the  appearance  of  any  valuable  numismatic  book  is  always  an 
occasion  for  rejoicing,  it  is  especially  heartening  when  scholars  turn 
their  attention  to  our  hobby  and  when  their  labors  have  some  impact 
in  academic  circles.  This  present  volume,  prepared  by  a  student  and 
offered  through  a  college  museum,  is  essentially  a  catalog  of  an  ex¬ 
hibit  of  coins  of  Shakespeare  displayed  at  the  museum  in  connection 
with  the  tercentenary  of  the  bard’s  birth. 

Engstrom’s  work  will  no  doubt  prove  valuable  to  Shakespearean 
scholars  as  well  as  to  coin  enthusiasts,  for  puns  and  other  tricky 
numismatic  illusions  may  otherwise  pass  notice.  Many  of  the  word 
plays  in  King  John,  for  example,  are  quite  incomprehensible  without 
some  numismatic  knowledge. 

Occasional  reviews  have  heralded  Coins  in  Shakespeare  as  the  first 
extensive  work  on  its  subject.  This  is  of  course  inaccurate;  seasoned 
numismatists  no  doubt  recall  A.  H.  Cooper-Pritchard’s  excellent  in¬ 
vestigation  of  “Numismatic  References  in  Shakespeare,”  which  ap¬ 
peared  serially  in  Spink’s  Numismatic  Circular  from  1912  to  1915. 
Cooper-Pritchard  supplied  somewhat  more  in  the  way  of  detailed 
analysis,  commenting  on  each  reference  in  the  precise  context  of  the 
play  in  question.  But  this  is  not  to  detract  from  Engstrom’s  work. 
With  its  attractive  layout,  quality  photographs  and  valuable  informa¬ 
tion,  it  stands  as  a  fine  contribution  to  two  important  fields  of  study. 

L.B. 
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PRESIDENTIAL  ART  MEDALS,  INC. 

selected  as  distributor  of  the  official  Johnson  inaugural  medal 


This  exciting  medal,  designed  by  Felix  de  Weldon,  will  be  struck  in  both 
Silver  and  Bronze  by  the  Medallic  Art  Company  of  New  York. 

For  the  first  time  ever,  the  limited  issue  Silver  medals  will  be  struck  from  a 
separate  exclusive  die.  Previously,  both  Silver  and  Bronze  Inaugural  medals 
have  been  struck  from  the  same  die.  Some  attempts  to  counterfeit  Silver 
medals  by  plating  the  bronze  medals  have  been  made  in  the  past.  The  Silver 
medals  measure  214  "  in  diameter,  are  serially  numbered  and  limited  to 
10,000  pieces  and  are  offered  at  $35.00  (plus  10%  federal  excise  tax)  each. 
The  Bronze  medals  measure  2%"  in  diameter,  are  a  limited  unnumbered 
issue  and  are  offered  at  $5.00  each. 

IMPORTANT — four  years  ago,  the  John  F.  Kennedy  inaugural  medals  were  completely 
sold  out  before  the  day  of  Inauguration  on  January  20,  1061.  Please  rush  your  order  to 
avoid  possible  disappointment. 


PLEASE 

Quantity 

RUSH  MY  ORDER  FOR  THE  FOLLOWING: 

Item 

serially  numbered  Silver*  Johnson 

Price  Total 

Inaugural  medals  . . 

$35.00  ea.* 

unnumbered  limited  issue  Bronze 

Johnson  Inaugural  medals 

5.00  ea . -  .  .  . 

*Add  10% 

Ohio  residents  add  3%  sales  tax 

kl 

new  i  ui  r  i  cl i u ci 1 1  3  auu  i  /q  juiu j  i  ua  .  . 

Total  remittance  $ 

City 

State 

Zip 

Send  to: 


PRESIDENTIAL  ART  MEDALS,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  187,  Englewood,  Ohio 
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United  States 
Coin  Value 


by  R.  S.  Yeoman 

THE  BENEFITS  OF  CONTEMPORARY  LITERATURE 

I  had  not  collected  coins  very  long  before  I  realized  that  I  could 
not  appreciate  or  enjoy  the  hobby  without  historical  background 
knowledge.  I  don’t  mean  a  mid-twentieth  century  writer’s  coverage 
of  a  period  a  hundred  years  before  either  of  us  were  born.  Rather  I 
required  and  still  prefer  an  account  of  an  event  which  was  recorded 
on  the  spot,  or  by  one  who  had  observed  the  situation  in  person.  In 
other  words,  I  seek  out  the  contemporary  description.  This  I  believe 
explains  my  lack  of  enthusiasm  for  United  States  commemorative 
coins  and  is  the  reason  for  my  preoccupation  with  such  specimens  as 
the  Sommer  Island  shilling,  the  1848  Quarter  Eagle  with  CAL.  and 
others  of  that  character. 

I  have  no  actual  distaste  for  silver  and  gold  United  States  com¬ 
memorative  issues.  They  have  served  a  noble  purpose  and  the  series 
ought  to  be  resumed  whenever  the  Treasury  Department  recovers 
from  its  difficulties  and  achieves  a  more  favorable  attitude  toward 
the  numismatic  fraternity.  These  reminders  of  our  glorious  past  need 
to  be  brought  before  the  American  collector  and  citizen  at  every 
opportunity,  and  the  coinage  affords  an  ideal  medium  for  this  purpose. 
But  I  simply  do  not  receive  enough  challenge  from  this  series  for  my 
historical  appetite. 

When  I  was  offered  an  opportunity  to  acquire  a  specimen  of  the 
Sommer  Island  shilling  back  in  the  mid-forties,  I  hesitated  only  long 
enough  to  mentally  calculate  my  chances  of  paying  for  it  out  of  a 
limited  budget.  I  had  read  a  little  here  and  there  about  the  piece, 
and  its  fractional  parts,  from  reedited  historical  accounts  of  the 
Islands  (now  Bermuda),  particularly  in  S.  S.  Crosby’s  Early  Coins 
of  America.  To  illustrate  the  point  I  wish  to  make,  I  could  not  have 
enjoyed  ownership  of  this  rare  piece  alone  by  judging  its  state  of 
preservation,  its  potential  investment  possibilities,  or  its  designs  and 
legends.  At  the  time,  there  was  little  interest  in  the  first  English- 
American  cojn  to  have  circulated  in  the  Western  Hemisphere — and 
truthfully  there  is  comparatively  little  enthusiasm  today.  Though  the 
piece  is  as  near  to  uncirculated  as  any  known  example,  that  is  of 
little  consequence  because  it  is  so  rare.  Moreover  I  don’t  have  an 
uglier  coin  in  my  collection.  There  had  to  be  a  stronger  power  of 
attraction  than  visual  appeal  or  financial  expectations  to  cause  excite- 
7uent  in  my  eager  brain. 

To  accomplish  the  perspective  1  seek  in  such  historical  objects,  1 
acquired  a  two-volume  set  of  books  which  were  a  University  of 
Glasgow  reprint  containing  every  woi'd  (with  original  spelling)  in¬ 
cluding  maps  and  plates  personally  recorded  by  Captain  John  Smith. 
The  full  title  of  this  comprehensive  work  is  THE  GENERALL  HIS- 
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TORIE  OF  VIRGINIA,  NEW  ENGLAND  &  SUMMER  ISLES 
Together  with  The  True  Travels,  Adventures  and  Observations  and 
Sea  Grammar  by  C APT  AIN  E  JOHN  SMITH  sometymes  Governour 
in  those  Countryes  and  Admirall  of  New  England . 

Many  hours  of  reading  rounded  out  my  understanding  of  the  brief 
Sommer  Island  coin  series.  My  ownership  of  the  original  coins,  to¬ 
gether  with  several  restrikes,  coupled  with  contemporary  reports 
of  that  locale,  has  afforded  me  a  special,  intimate  association  with 
those  times  and  places;  a  self-acquired  significance  which  no  other 
approach  can  provide. 

I  have  a  similar  relationship  with  my  Quarter  Eagle  of  1848  with 
CAL.  I  had  always  been  intensely  devoted  to  California  gold  rush 
history.  My  greatest  regret  is  that  I  could  not  afford  ownership  of 
certain  of  the  pioneer  specimens.  Nevertheless,  my  search  for  con¬ 
temporary  data  about  the  great  gold  discovery  and  all  its  implications 
has  been  very  much  a  part  of  my  numismatic  career.  To  satisfy  my 
thirst,  many  hours  have  been  spent  in  libraries,  including  the  Library 
of  Congress  and  the  National  Archives.  I  have  assembled  a  respectable 
bookshelf  of  volumes  written  by  journalists,  adventurers,  early 
bankers  and  military  men  who  were  there  to  witness  and  record  the 
drama  of  the  gold  seekers.  Most  important,  I  have  visited,  as  any 
tourist  may,  many  of  the  mining  towns  as  they  are  today  and  try  to 
visualize  as  best  I  can  the  locale  as  it  had  been  when  the  precious 
gold  was  being  panned  to  make  the  coin  which  I  possess.  Others  may 
own  many  specimens  of  this  series  of  pioneer  gold,  but  I  have  contented 
myself  with  photographs  of  most  of  them. 

To  visit  another  era  for  a  moment,  may  I  mention  that  the  few 
ancient  coins  I  possess  have  a  much  greater  worth  to  me  as  a  result 
of  reading  Plutarch' s  Lives,  which  by  the  way,  are  obtainable  in  paper 
back  editions  at  low  cost.  They  cover  the  Greek  or  Roman  person¬ 
alities.  This  famous  classical  writer  takes  one  to  the  moments  in 
history  when  our  coin  specimens  were  created  and  passed  from  hand 
to  hand.  It  matters  little  if  mythology  is  mixed  with  reality.  Such  were 
the  attitudes  and  beliefs  of  the  times,  which  to  me  are  the  important 
ingredients  in  attaining  historical  perspective. 

We  have  heard  many  times,  from  more  erudite  researchers  than  I, 
how  important  a  library  can  be  to  gain  the  fullest  appreciation  of  a 
collection  of  coins.  Such  a  library  can  open  the  door  to  any  phase  of 
numismatics  including  economics,  metallurgy,  art,  politics  and  the 
like.  I  merely  take  this  brief  opportunity  to  suggest  how  this  collector 
goes  about  associating  his  coins  with  history  in  general. 

If  the  reader  thinks  that  there  are  only  a  few  United  States  coins 
with  intriguing  stories,  I  recommend,  just  for  a  starter,  a  search  back 
through  the  old  coin  magazines.  The  1909  Numismatist  has  some 
normal  human  reactions  to  the  new  Victor  D.  Brenner  cent.  The  1918 
issues  have  some  good  background  comments  about  the  radically  dif¬ 
ferent  Indian-Bison  five  cent  piece.  The  old  collectors  had  the  same 
human  viewpoints  as  we  have  today.  Only  designs  on  the  coins  are 
different.  The  opportunities  for  historic  study  are  even  greater  today. 
After  all,  there  are  more  years  of  history  to  study  and,  happily,  many 
more  reference  books  to  use  as  tools  with  which  to  dig  out  the  facts. 
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New  Issues — V  orld  Coins 


The  co-ordinator  for  new  world  coin  issues  and  information  is 
Ernst  Kraus,  Apt.  A,  1501  E.  Mt.  Airy  Avenue,  Philadelphia  50,  Pa. 
Specimens  sent  to  him  will  be  returned  promptly  after  they  are 
photographed.  Ad  contributors  will  receive  a  credit  notice  as  recog¬ 
nition  of  their  co-operation. 


BELGIUM 

The  February  Journal  listed  two  varieties  on  page  75,  nos.  24a  and 
25a,  which  were  dated  1930-1932.  Nos.  24  and  25  were  thought  to 
carry  the  inclusive  dates  1910-1928,  but  according  to  Mr.  Glen  H. 
Reno,  the  10  Centimes  no.  25  exists  dated  1929.  Posibly  no.  24  was 
also  made  in  1929,  but  we  have  no  confirmation  of  this  as  yet. 

CANADA 


Tentative 
Catalog  No. 

53  1  Cent  Bronze  1965  . 

Obverse:  New  portrait  of  Queen 
around,  ELIZABETH  II  D.G. 
previous  issues. 

54  5  Cents  Nickel  1965  . 

Design  similar  to  the  above. 

55  10  Cents  Silver  1965  . 

Design  similar  to  the  above. 

56  25  Cents  Silver  1965  . 

Design  similar  to  the  above. 

57  50  Cents  Silver  1965  . 

Design  similar  to  the  above. 

58  1  Dollar  Silver  1965  . 


Value  (Unc.) 

. $  .05 

Elizabeth  facing  right.  Legend 
REGINA.  Reverse:  similar  to 

. 10 

. 20 


.35 


.70 


1.35 


THE 
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ENGLISH  PROOF  SETS  1927-1953 


ADD  A  "PRAISE"  WINNER  TO  YOUR  COLLECTION! 

English  Proof  Sets  are  truly  beautiful.  They  are  considered  by  many  to  be  among  the  world’s  most 
artfully  designed  coinage.  Any  one  of  these  choice  sets  would  enhance  your  personal  coin  collection. 
Far  from  being  just  a  date  In  a  long  series,  English  Proof  Sets  each  are  a  story  in  themselves. 

During  the  past  half  century,  the  Royal  Mint  has  publically  issued  Proof  sets  only  five  times:  1927, 

1937,  1950,  1951  and  1953. 

The  1927  English  Proof  Set  15,030  minted  .  .  .  approx.  5,000  known  today.  Six  piece  silver 
cased  set  containing  all  silver  issues  of  the  new  design.  Four  of  the  six  coins  in  this  set  are 
“proof  only’ ’  coins.  This  rare  set  features  the  bust  of  King  George  V. 

The  1937  English  Proof  Set  17,513  minted  .  .  .  approx.  15,000  known  today.  Fifteen  piece  cased 
set  containing  all  copper  and  silver  issues  of  this  year.  Includes  the  1937  Maundy  set.  This  Proof 
set  was  issued  as  the  first  coinage  of  King  George  VI  following  the  abdication  of  his  brother  King 
Edward  VIII.  The  change  of  reign  provided  the  occasion  for  sweeping  design  changes.  A  12  sided 
brass  threepence  was  introduced  in  addition  to  the  usual  small  silver  threepence.  A  distinction 
was  made  in  the  shillings  with  two  types  Issued  .  .  .  the  English  and  the  Scottish  reverses.  The 
traditional  figure  of  Britannia  was  dropped  on  the  reverses  of  the  farthing  and  the  halfpenny  and  an 
English  wren  and  Sir  Francis  Drake’s  Flagship,  the  Golden  Hind,  were  substituted.  Choice  1937 
English  Proof  Set  . S175.00 

The  1950  English  Proof  Set  26,402  minted  .  .  .  approx.  17,000  known  today.  Prior  to  1950, 
Proof  Sets  were  issued  only  on  the  occasion  of  a  change  of  monarchs  or  a  new  coinage  design.  In 

1950  sets  were  Issued  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  collectors.  Nine  piece  cased  set  features  the  bust 

of  King  George  VI.  Includes  the  scarce  1950  Penny.  Choice  1950  English  Proof  Set  . $90.00 

The  1951  English  Proof  Set  20,000  minted  .  .  .  approx.  15,000  known  today.  This  set  was  issued 
to  celebrate  the  Festival  of  Britain.  A  special  Crown  was  struck  to  commemorate  the  four  hundredth 
anniversary  of  the  first  dated  English  Crown  (1551).  This  ten  piece  cased  set  contains  the  rare  1951 
Penny,  Choice  1951  English  Proof  Set  . $115.00 

The  1953  English  Proof  Set  40,000  minted  .  .  .  approx.  35,000  known  today.  This  is  the  most 
recent  English  Proof  Set  .  .  .  issued  to  commemorate  the  Coronation  of  Queen  Elizabeth  II.  All 
1953  English  coins  are  type  coins  as  the  obverse  legends  were  modified  the  following  vear.  Ten 
piece  cased  set  containing  the  beautiful  Crown  depicting  the  Queen  on  horseback.  Choice  1953 
English  Proof  Set  . $85.00 

You  will  note  that  throughout  this  listing  we  have  used  the  term  “choice”.  Due  to  the  damp 
climate  of  England,  the  quality  of  English  Proof  Sets  varies  greatly.  We  offer  here  selected  sets  of 
the  highest  quality.  When  purchasing  these  sets  we  rejected  substandard  sets  even  though  we  could 
have  bought  them  at  reduced  prices.  If  you  appreciate  quality  these  are  the  sets  for  you. 


COLLECTION  OF  ENGLISH  PROOF  SETS  1927-1953 

Five  choice  English  Proof  Sets  ...  all  in  original  cases.  This  group  will  be  a  welcome 
addition  to  any  collection.  All  five  specially  selected  sets . $795.00 


Order  Early — Avoid  Disappointment 


Empire  Coin  Co.,  Inc. 

Empire  Building  Phone  RA  9-6141 

Johnson  City  16,  New  York  13790 

"Home  of  America's  Finest  Coins" 
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Canadian  Uncirculated  Sets 

On  February  1,  1965,  the  Canadian  Minister  of  Finance  confirmed 
that  the  facilities  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Mint  will  be  enlarged  so  that 
all  current  demands  for  1965  Uncirculated  sets  of  coins  can  be  met. 
“We  shall  keep  presses  running  on  the  1965  sets  for  just  as  long  as 
may  be  necessary  to  meet  requirements,”  he  said,  adding  that  this 
may  well  involve  continued  production  beyond  the  end  of  the  calendar 
year. 

Emphasizing  that  all  orders  will  be  met  as  soon  as  production 
facilities  can  be  made  available,  the  Finance  Minister  warned  genuine 
collectors  against  paying  high  speculative  prices  at  the  present  time. 


INDIA 

The  February  Journal  carried  a  listing  of  the  new  Nehru  Com- 
memoratives,  50  Paise  and  1  Rupee  1964,  saying  that  their  composition 
was  copper-nickel.  According  to  the  International  Nickel  Company, 
New  York,  the  pieces  are  attracted  to  a  magnet  and  are  of  pure  nickel. 


ISRAEL 

Another  in  the  attractive  series  of  commemorative  5  Pound  silver 
coins  is  scheduled  to  be  struck  for  Israel’s  Independence  Day  to  be 
celebrated  May  6.  The  1965  coins  will  depict  the  new  Knesseth 
(Parliament)  Building.  150,000  proof-like  sets  of  current  coins  in 
circulation  are  also  to  be  issued  in  1965.  Six  denominations  are  to  be 
included:  1,  5,  10  and  25  agoroth,  %  pound  and  1  pound. 


LIBERIA 


18  20  Dollars  Gold  1964  . 50.00 

Obverse:  Head  of  President  to  left,  name  of  designer  J.  H. 
WAGER  at  right  below.  Date  on  the  bottom  between  stars  and 
B  for  Berne,  The  Swiss  State  Mint.  Legend  around  head: 


W I  LET  AM  V.  S.  TUBMAN.  Reverse:  Arms,  Motto  on  ribbon 
above:  THE  LOVE  OF  LIBERTY  BROUGHT  US  HERE;  on 
the  ribbon  below:  REPUBLIC  OF  LIBERIA.  Value  on  the  bot¬ 
tom.  Reeded  edge,  .900  Fine,  27  mm,  weight  18.65  grams.  Re- 
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First  in  a  series  of  nine, 
featuring  historical  cities  of  Israel 


Obverse:  A  corner  in 
Ashkelon 

Reverse:  Replica  of 
co  in  of  Ashkelon, 
minted  in  41  BCE, 
with  the  prow  and 
oars  of  a  galley,  at¬ 
testing  the  maritime 
character  of  the  city 
at  all  times. 

Bronze  45  mm  $  4 
Silver  45  mm  $14 

(Mailing  included) 


THE  SERIES  COMPRISES  COIN-MEDALS  OF  ASHKELON,  ACRE, 
TIBERIAS,  BEIT-SHE'AN,  AVDAT,  CAESAREA,  JAFFA,  LOD, 
JERUSALEM. 


The  Medals ,  all  numbered  on  their  edges,  and  bearing  the  em¬ 
blem  of  the  state  and  the  words  " State  of  Israel"  in  Hebrew 
and  in  English,  will  appear  successively  in  the  above  order  at 
intervals  of  six  weeks,  beginning  January  15,  1965. 


Available  from: 


Israel  Government  Coins  and  Medals  Corporation 


II  Keren  Hayesod  Street,  Jerusalem  850  Third  Avenue,  New  York  22,  N.Y. 
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ported  coinage  10,000  pieces.  Photo  and  information  courtesy 
E.  C.  Black  of  Charlottetown,  Canada. 

This  coin  is  numbered  and  briefly  described  in  the  Sixth  Edition 
Catalog  on  page  294,  but  not  illustrated. 


PERSIA  (Iran) 


65a  XA  Kran  Silver  1916  .  1.25 

Obverse: ♦JLion  walking  to  left,  crown  above,  solar  date  1334 
A.H.  between  feet  of  lion,  value  underneath:  RUBH  (14),  all 
within  wreath.  Reverse:  Legend  within  inner  circle:  SULTAN 
AHMED  SHAH  KAKHAN  (IBN)  SULTAN,  surrounded  by 
wreath  in  outer  circle,  value  on  the  bottom.  Reeded  edge.  Sub¬ 
mitted  by  Glen  H.  Reno;  translation  courtesy  H.  Kaslove, 
Associate  Curator  A.N.S.  Museum,  N.Y. 


SEYCHELLES 


16  5  Cents  Bronze  1964  . 65 

Obverse:  Crowned  young  bust  of  the  Queen  to  right.  Legend 
around:  QUEEN  ELIZABETH  THE  SECOND.  Reverse:  Nu¬ 
meral  5  within  beaded  inner  circle;  on  top  in  the  outer  circle 
SEYCHELLES;  on  the  bottom,  value  and  date.  Plain  edge. 
(This  is  the  first  coin  of  this  value  struck  since  1948.)  Courtesy 
Lauren  Benson. 


SOUTH  AFRICA 

Information  has  reached  us  that  a  new  bronze  2  Cent  piece  and  a 
pure  nickel  5  Cent  piece  are  scheduled  to  be  placed  into  circulation  on 
May  11.  The  Tickey  (2!4  Cent  piece),  coined  since  1961,  will  no  longer 
be  made.  It  was  formerly  very  useful  since  it  represented  the  purchase 
price  for  a  newspaper,  but  since  that  price  is  now  three  cents  the  coin 
is  considered  impractical.  It  was  to  have  been  struck  in  the  regular- 
silver  alloy  for  inclusion  in  proof  sets  of  1965. 
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‘\v 

|||.  planning 
a  trip 

to  New  York 
soon? 


57th  STREET:  THE  ART  CENTER  OF  THE  WORLD 
A  5th  AVENUE:  THE  SHOPPING  CENTER  OF  THE  WORLD  J 

^  C  \\ 


1 


\  ’SSS 


Attending  the  New  York  Worlds  Fair  1964-1965? 

Stop  in  to  see  Stack’s  while  you’re  here 
We  re  just  a  few  blocks  from  almost  anywhere  in  New  York 

y  Take  a  few  minutes  to  see  one  of  America’s  Oldest  and 

/  Largest  Coin  Dealers.  .  .  .  Examine  one  of  the  most  com¬ 

plete  numismatic  inventories  in  the  country.  .  .  .  Discuss 
your  collection  with  one  of  the  finest  staff  of  numismatists 
in  the  world  .  .  .  and  see  for  yourself  how  one  of  the  best 
numismatic  services  in  the  nation  operates. 
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Price  Revisions — 
Catalog  of  Modern  World  Coins 


Heightened  activity  in  the  foreign  coin  field  has  led  to  a  sharp  up¬ 
trend  in  the  prices  of  several  important  series  of  foreign  coins  in  the 
past  few  months.  Some  of  these  more  active  issues  have  already  risen 
in  price  beyond  the  levels  in  the  Sixth  Edition  of  A  Catalog  of  Modern 
World  Coins,  Whitman’s  standard  reference  book  in  the  field.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  price  revisions  represent  some  of  the  more  dramatic  changes 
which  have  led  the  foreign  field.  Collectors  may  enter  these  revised 
values  in  their  *Sixth  Edition  Brown  Books. 


Catalog 

Catalog 

Revised 

No. 

Value 

Value 

ALBANIA 

Yll 

$  85.00 

$137.50 

AUSTRIA 

Y3 

100.00 

250.00 

Y17 

20.00 

35.00 

Y20 

40.00 

100.00 

BRAZIL 

Y7 

50.00 

200.00 

BRITISH  HONDURAS 

Y 1 

1.50 

5.00 

Y2 

1.50 

5.00 

BRUNEI 

Y 1 

4.00 

11.00 

CAMBODIA 

Y8 

15.00 

25.00 

CEYLON  DOUBLE 

Y9 

35.00 

125.00 

PROOF  SET  1957 

60.00 

175.00 

COMORO  ISLAND 

175.00 

400.00 

COSTA  RICA 

Y32 

3.50 

10.00 

DANZIG 

YB1 

4.00 

10.00 

DENMARK 

Y3 

15.00 

35.00 

EAST  AFRICA 

Y1 

1.25 

2.50 

ECUADOR 

Y12 

90.00 

250.00 

ERITREA 

Y 1 

5.00 

10.00 

Y2 

7.50 

15.00 

Y3 

12.50 

25.00 

Y4 

45.00 

100.00 

ESTONIA 

Y 17 

17.50 

30.00 

Y18 

15.00 

25.00 
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ATTENTION:  EUROPEAN  DEALERS! 

A  Catalog  of 

MODERN  WORLD  COINS 

by  R.  S.  Yeoman 

And  the  entire  WHITMAN  line 
are  now  available  to  you  from: 

CORBITT  &  HUNTER  LTD. 

2  St.  Nicholas  Bldg.— Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  England 

NUMIS  BOOKS  HOLLAND 

Govert  Flinckstraat  247  bel, 

Amsterdam  C.  Holland 

DAVE  PERRY 

Helleveien  32E,  Bergen,  Norway 

PER  WENG 

333  Allee,  Hamburg,  Altona,  Germany 

or 

tfiMchltO'M  LTD. 

2  ST.  NICHOLAS  BUILDINGS, 
NEWCASTLE  UPON  TYNE  1,  ENGLAND 

Phone  21784 


PAGE  224 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL.  APRIL,  1965 


Catalog 

Catalog 

Revised 

No. 

Value 

Value 

FRANCE 

Y53 

15.00 

30.00 

GREAT  BRITAIN 

Y 10 

8.00 

17.50 

Y 12 

15.00 

32.50 

Y27 

15.00 

32.50 

Y40 

4.50 

10.00 

Y41 

15.00 

32.50 

Y54 

20.00 

35.00 

Y81 

25.00 

45.00 

Y93 

25.00 

50.00 

Y93a 

25.00 

50.00 

♦, 

Y113 

25.00 

50.00 

GREECE 

YA37 

50.00 

150.00 

GUATEMALA 

Y5 

20.00 

50.00 

Y46a 

50  00 

100.00 

Y46c 

10.00 

100.00 

HAITI 

Y5 

20.00 

50.00 

HONG  KONG 

Y  6 

8.50 

20.00 

Y8 

25.00 

50.00 

ITALY 

Y57 

25.00 

50.00 

Y91 

15.00 

70.00 

ITALIAN  SOMALILAND 

Y7 

10.00 

25.00 

Y8 

15.00 

37.50 

LIECHTENSTEIN 

Y 1 

100.00 

250.00 

MAURITIUS 

Y4 

1.00 

2.00 

Y5 

1.50 

3.00 

Y6 

1.00 

2.00 

Y7 

1.25 

2.50 

Y8 

1.50 

3.00 

• 

Y9 

1.75 

3.50 

Y 10 

3.50 

7.00 

Yll 

8.50 

17.00 

MOROCCO 

Y 13 

12.50 

35.00 

MUSCAT  &  OMAN 

Y 1 

2.00 

15.00 

Y2 

3.00 

7.50 

NEW  GUINEA 

Y1 

20.00 

50.00 

Y2 

15.00 

35.00 
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HUDGEONS  E-Z  SEAL 


COIN  HOLDER 


New  High-Speed  manufacturing  techniques  now  enable 
us  to  offer  our  famous  coin  holders  at  this  new  low 
price. 

STILL  THE  BEST 

. now  in  sizes 

. easy  to  type  on 

. no  staples  to  rust 

. ultra -thin  design 

.....  guaranteed  to  sti  ck 

. proven  faster  to  use 

. air-tight  protection 

. fits  all  U.S.  and  foreign  coins 


HUDGEONS  E-Z  PRODUCTS 

5817  SMITH  ROAD 
CLEVELAND,  OHIO  44142 
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Catalog 

Catalog 

Revised 

No. 

Value 

Value 

NORWAY 

Y52 

20.00 

37.50 

RUSSIA 

Y61 

35.00 

50.00 

Y72 

17.50 

40.00 

Y75 

.60 

2.50 

SALVADOR 

Y30 

30.00 

85.00 

SO.  RHODESIA 

Y34 

5.00 

10.00 

Y34a 

30.00 

100.00 

SPAIN 

Y7 

50.00 

100.00 

Y 13 

7.50 

15.00 

Y68 

40.00 

100.00 

SUDAN 

YB3 

5.00 

12.50 

SWEDEN 

Y 10 

10.00 

20.00 

ZANZIBAR 

Y5 

75.00 

225.00 

Y8 

15.00 

30.00 

Y9 

20.00 

50.00 

CONTINUITY 

I’m  quite  content  to  stand  aside  and  let  modern  proof 
sets  follow  their  contrived  gyrations. 

But  when  it  comes  to  older  established  foreign  series 
I’m  keenly  competitive  as  always. 

Why  not  consult  me  if  you’re  thinking  of  selling  your 
collection? 

Lists  sent  out  frequently. 

RANDOLPH  ZANDER 

Post  Office  Box  3013 
Alexandria,  Virginia  22302 
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At  coin  clubs  .  .  . 

A-  v  |  r  •,! 

mk  1 

at  conventions  .  .  . 

everywhere  .  .  . 

PEOPLE  ARE  TALKING 

II  p 

ABOUT  THE  NEW  BOOK  .  .  . 

ill 

COINS  AND 
COLLECTORS 

Up 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Striking  coins  at  the  Philadelphia 
Mint 


Spend  an  enjoyable  and  relaxed 
evening  curled  up  in  your  favorite  arm¬ 
chair  reading  COINS  AND  COLLECTORS 
.  .  .  a  lavishly  illustrated  hardbound  book 
of  over  two  hundred  pages.  This 
NEW  book  covers  the  entire  field 
of  coin  collecting  and  its  history. 
Spiced  with  interesting  stories  and 
anecdotes,  it  is  GUARANTEED  to 
be  delightful  reading! 


"Advanced  and  beginning  collectors  will  find  a  new  book,  COINS 
AND  COLLECTORS,  by  Q.  David  Bowers,  to  be  a  valuable  asset  to  any 
numismatic  library  .  .  ."  From  a  recent  issue  of  COIN  WORLD. 


JUST  $5.95  POSTPAID 


“  use  this  convenient  coupon  "  I 

Mail  your  order  to: 

WINDSOR  RESEARCH  PUBLICATIONS,  INC. 

EMPIRE  BUILDING 
JOHNSON  CITY  16 
NEW  YORK  13790 

Enclosed  is  $  Please  send  .  copies  of  COINS  i 

AND  COLLECTORS  at  $5.95  each.  I  understand  that  my  I 
complete  satisfaction  is  guaranteed. 

NAME  .  I 

STREET  .  | 

CITY  .  j 

STATE  . . ZIP  . 

_ MAIL  TODAY!! _ J 


Order  from  your  local 
dealer  or  directly  from 
the  publisher: 

WINDSOR  RESEARCH 
PUBLICATIONS,  INC. 

Empire  Building, 
JOHNSON  CITY  16, 
NEW  YORK  13790 
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The  Proofing  Process 

by  Walter  Breen 
(Fourth  of  seven  parts) 


Of  the  British  tokens  assimi¬ 
lated  to  the  American  Colonial 
series  because  of  some  reference 
to  the  Colonies,  a  rather  small 
number  of  different  designs  usu¬ 
ally  come  with  prooflike  surfaces, 
and  any  decision  on  whether  these 
were  intentional  brilliant  proofs 
must  hinge  on  comparison  of 
them  with  actual  proofs  by  the 
same  makers.  Fortunately,  the 
makers  of  many  are  identified 
with  reasonable  certainty. 


Pieces  referring  to  the  Ameri¬ 
can  colonies  singly  or  in  general 
and  dated  between  1783  and  1790, 
whether  made  in  Britain  by  Wyon 
or  by  various  American  coiners, 
do  not  occur  prooflike  and  there¬ 
fore  pose  no  problem  in  the  pres¬ 
ent  context,  even  though  strangely 
enough  Wyon’s  famous  CONFED- 
ERATIO  patterns  of  1785  (Diana 
trampling  on  crown/Large  or 
small  circle  of  stars)  conform 
closely  enough  to  designs  worked 


1791  Large  Eagle  cent. 


Washington  pieces  dated  1783 
(except  for  the  GEORGIVS 
TRIUMPHO  which  never  comes 
proof  like)  are  definitely  estab¬ 
lished  as  of  a  much  later  period 
than  their  date;  George  Fuld  has 
established  '  their  actual  issue 
years  as  about  1810-20.  Their 
brilliant  proof  restrikes,  with 
plain  or  ornamented  edges,  are  of 
obvious  mid-19th  century  fabric 
and  do  not  concern  us  here;  they 
are  known  to  emanate  from  coin 
dealer  W.  J.  Taylor,  circa  1858, 
because  of  one  of  the  UNITED 
STATES  reverses  coming  muled 
with  a  Taylor  die  having  a  kan¬ 
garoo  for  device. 


out  in  meetings  of  Continental 
Congress  and  prescribed  for  the 
largest  copper  coin  or  “Decad”  to 
amount  to  patterns  for  a  contract 
coinage.  (See  “Miss  Liberty’s 
American  Debut,”  Numismatic 
Journal  2,  by  this  writer  in  col¬ 
laboration  with  Lynn  Glaser.) 
Why  Wyon  issued  nothing  in 
prooflike  state,  let  alone  in  bril¬ 
liant  proof,  is  undetermined. 

On  the  other  hand,  some  dated 
in  the  1790’s  definitely  do  pose  a 
problem,  (a)  The  i791  Large 
Eagle  cents  sometimes  come  with 
beautiful  prooflike  surfaces.  I 
have  seen  several  gilt,  but  do  not 
know  if  this  was  done  before  or 
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1791  Small 


after  striking.  I  have  heard  of  a 
specimen  coming  in  brilliant  proof 
in  original  case  of  issue,  but  not 
seen  it.  (b)  A  single  brilliant 
proof  Small  Eagle  cent  of  1791, 
in  original  presentation,  appeared 
at  an  auction  in  1865.  Where  it  is 
now  I  do  not  know,  (c)  The  1792 
“Roman  Head”  Washington  cent 
is  usually  said  to  come  in  proof, 
(d)  Proofs  in  copper  and  silver 
supposedly  exist  of  1794  and  1795 
Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  tokens,  as 
well  as  of  the  mules  using  the 
1794-95  LIBERTY  &  COM¬ 
MERCE  stock  reverses  found  on 
those  tokens,  (e)  The  dateless 
(1795?)  Washington  penny  token 
with  LIBERTY  &  SECURITY 
comes  prooflike  and  occasionally 
gilt,  (f)  The  dateless  (1792-96?) 
“Kentucky,”  “Triangle”  or  “Pyra¬ 
mid”  token,  showing  15  stars  each 
stamped  with  the  initial  of  a  state, 
K  for  Kentucky  at  top,  usually 
comes  more  or  less  proof  like; 
specimens  are  often  sold  as 
proofs,  (g)  The  1795  Washington 
Grate  halfpenny  (usually  mis¬ 
called  a  “cent”)  often  comes 
prooflike,  and  specimens  likewise 
reach  buyers  labeled  as  proofs, 
(h)  The  very  rare  undated  (1797- 
98?)  THEATRE  AT  NEW  YORK 
Penny,  though  listed  in  earlier 
editions  of  the  Standard  Cata¬ 
logue  only  in  Fine  and  VF,  is 
known  prooflike  and  apparently 
in  no  other  condition.  I  shall  deal 


Eagle  cent. 


with  these  eight  problems  in  order 
preparatory  to  continuing  and 
finishing  the  list  of  Colonial 
proofs. 

(a)  The  1791  Large  and  Small 
Eagle  cents  are  known  to  origi¬ 
nate  with  the  elder  John  Gregory 
Hancock,  Birmingham  medallist. 
(Cf.  Eckfeldt  &  DuBois,  Pledges 
of  History,  1846;  Crosby,  Early 
Coins  of  America,  1875,  mentions 
an  unfinished-die  trialpiece  com¬ 
ing  from  Hancock’s  widow.)  This 
man  did  create  tokens  and  medals 
of  the  regular  prooflike  kind,  and 
a  few  of  far  superior  order  which 
would  have  to  be  called  brilliant 
proofs — in  higher  relief.  Compari¬ 
son  removes  doubt:  the  Large 
Eagle  cents  are  of  the  former 
sort.  Between  the  finest  prooflike 
ones  yet  seen,  and  those  from 
later  die  states  with  definite  mint 
bloom  and  somewhat  rougher  fin¬ 
ish,  there  is  no  clearly  marked 
distinction;  further,  both  the 
former  and  the  latter  have  rather 
weak  borders  on  both  sides,  and 
somewhat  indistinct  striking  up 
on  Washington’s  hair  and  coat. 
This  is  true  also  of  all  the  gilt 
specimens  I  have  seen.  If  any  true 
proofs  were  made,  therefore,  they 
would  almost  have  to  be  confined 
to  the  unseen  presentation-case 
specimens  known  only  to  rumor. 
(T  have  a  vague  recollection  that 
one  of  these  might  have  been  in 
one  of  the  A.  B.  Sage  sales  ca. 
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1859-60.)  Most  probably  they 
would  be  on  unusually  wide  flans, 
with  unusually  full  serrated  bor¬ 
ders  and  needle-sharp  definition 
on  Washington’s  hair  and  coat, 
having  been  made  by  processes 
like  those  in  use  at  the  Royal 
Mint  for  proofs. 

(b)  The  same  comments  made 
for  the  Large  Eagle  cents,  above, 
hold  true  for  the  Small  Eagle, 
except  that  uncirculated  speci¬ 
mens  of  this  issue  are  very  rare, 
prooflikes  almost  unknown,  gilt 
specimens  unseen.  In  the  Bache 
sale,  held  by  W.  Elliot  Woodward 
in  March  i.865,  lot  3273  was  a 
Small  Eagle  cent  described  as 
brilliant  proof  in  original  presen¬ 
tation  case  of  issue.  I  have  no 
idea  where  this  piece  might  be. 


Sale,  before  that  in  a  Glendining 
sale  in  the  1930’s.)  The  copper 
specimens  are  in  high  relief,  well 
centered  and  struck  with  full  bor¬ 
ders  and  brilliant  mirrorlike 
fields;  they  show  all  earmarks  of 
intentional  brilliant  proofs  and 
are  so  listed  below.  However,  this 
issue  most  likely  was  not  intended 
even  as  a  pattern — only  as  a  piece 
de  caprice  aimed  at  a  few  wealthy 
collectors,  perhaps  inspired  by 
Voltaire’s  Washington  medal  with 
its  faute-de-mieux  fictitious  por¬ 
trait  thought  to  represent  Jeremy 
Bentham.  My  reasoning  is  that 
long  before  the  Roman  Head  ob¬ 
verse  die  was  cut,  engraved  por¬ 
traits  of  General  Washington 
were  surely  available  in  Birming¬ 
ham,  where  this  issue  was  made. 


A  pattern,  signed  by  Hancock,  for 
the  Roman  Head  Washington  cent. 


(c)  However,  the  1792  “Roman 
Head”  Washington  cent  is  another 
matter,  altogether  different.  Edge 
lettering  indicates  a  Birmingham 
origin,  and  other  evidence  shows 
that  they  were  a  product  of  Han¬ 
cock.  Supposedly  12  are  known. 
I  have  examined  five  different 
ones,  all  in  copper  with  the  same 
edge,  together  with  Dr.  George 
Fuld’s  unique  white  metal  trial- 
piece  from  a  rejected  obv.  with 
beaded  borders  and  the  spelling 
error  PRESEDENT.  (It  was 
earlier  in  New  Netherlands’  39th 


Proof  is  that  the  1791  Large 
Eagle  cents,  issued  in  quantity 
and  found  in  Britain  as  well  as  in 
the  USA  and  therefore  presum¬ 
ably  still  more  familiar  in  the 
Birmingham  area  in  1792,  show 
profiles  obviously  based  on  a 
known  drawing  or  engraving  of 
Washington,  ultimately  on  a  life 
portrait.  (Baker,  Medallic  Por¬ 
traits  of  Washington,  says  that 
the  1791  cents  derive  from  en¬ 
gravings  or  prints  of  the  Pierre 
Eugene  Du  Simitiere  portrait  of 
1778-79.)  It  follows  that  this  1792 
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1792  Roman  Head  cent. 


Roman  Head  cent,  with  its  pre¬ 
posterous  fanciful  head,  is  a  piece 
de  caprice  intended  for  a  few 
wealthy  collectors  rather  than  a 
pattern  for  a  contract  coinage. 
The  old  story  that  the  12  known 
of  these  came  from  a  packet  of 
British  tokens  consigned  to  Jere¬ 
miah  Colburn  (FI.  1858-63)  makes 
sense  in  this  context,  too;  very 
likely  only  these  12  (plus  perhaps 
a  few  held  out  by  the  maker) 
were  the  only  ones  ever  coined. 

(d)  The  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee 
tokens  of  1794-95  come  in  many 
die  varieties,  and  (except  for  the 
piece  lacking  words  NEW  YORK) 
generally  in  olive  to  bright  red 
mint  state  with  moderately  proof¬ 
like  surfaces,  the  1795  far  more 
often  so  than  the  1794.  Specimens 
are  also  found  to  the  present  day 
among  unattributed  18th  century 
tokens  in  lots  from  Britain.  I  have 
seen  them  from  varying  states  of 
broken  or  worn  dies,  ranging  from 
moderately  prooflike  to  frankly 
frosty  uncirculated  with  no  clear 
demarcation  between  the  two 
classes.  The  same  remark  holds 
for  the  various  mules,  except  for 
the  York  Cathedral  piece  which  I 
have  never  had  an  opportunity  to 
examine,  and  the  very  rare  BLO- 
FTELD  CAVALRY  mule  which  I 
have  seen  only  once.  Further, 
some  of  the  mules  are  almost  al¬ 
ways  weakly  and  unevenly  struck 
from  worn  dies.  The  conclusion  is 


clear  enough:  none  of  them 
qualify  as  proofs;  they  are  in¬ 
stead  quite  typical  of  the  later 
token-craze  pieces,  thin  and 
poorly  struck  from  any  irrelevant 
dies  on  planchets  with  any  edge, 
merely  to  satisfy  collector  crav¬ 
ings  for  something  nobody  else 
has  got.  Even  the  silver  specimens 
are  of  fabric  far  inferior  to  au¬ 
thentic  proofs  of  the  period. 

(e)  The  dateless  (1795)  Washing¬ 
ton  penny  token  with  LIBERTY 
&  SECURITY  often  comes  proof¬ 
like  and  occasionally  gilt.  I  have 
never  seen  a  prooflike  one  with 
the  so-called  “corded  rim” —  diag¬ 
onal  ornaments  outside  the  linear 
circles  of  border — nor  have  I  seen 
a  prooflike  specimen  well  enough 
struck  on  Washington’s  hair  or 
coat  to  qualify  as  proof,  though 
rumors  of  such  recur.  Identity  of 
design,  punches  and  fabric  be¬ 
tween  this  and  the  very  rare  dated 
(1795)  penny  and  the  similar 
halfpenny  forces  ascription  of  all 
these  to  the  same  maker.  Since 
the  halfpennies  are  usually  on 
small  thin  flans  some  of  which 
read  (like  the  pennies)  AN 
ASYLUM  FOR  THE  OPPRESS’D 
OF  ALL  NATIONS,  we  can  at¬ 
tribute  them  to  William  Lutwyche, 
one  of  the  more  careless  and 
venal  of  the  Birmingham  Hard 
Ware  manufacturers;  R.  H.  Wil¬ 
liamson  has  pointed  out  the  fre¬ 
quency  of  this  edge  on  many  of 
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Lutwyche’s  tokens.  No  true  proofs 
are  known  to  originate  with 
Lutwyche,  which  is  confirmatory. 

(f)  The  dateless  (1792-96?) 
token  commonly  called  the  “Ken¬ 
tucky  Cent,”  “Triangle”  or  “Pyra¬ 
mid”  token,  and  known  to  origi¬ 
nate  in  Lancaster,  England,  pre¬ 
sents  one  of  the  more  difficult 
problems.  The  piece  is  attributed 
to  Kentucky  with  no  good  reason; 
its  legends  prove  it  to  refer  to  the 
Colonies  in  general.  Its  triangular 
array  of  15  stars  has  each  star 
stamped  with  the  initial  of  a  state, 
the  topmost  being  K  for  Ken¬ 
tucky,  the  15th  state  (1792),  the 
next  two  being  R.I.  and  VT.  for 
Rhode  Island  and  Vermont  (1791), 
the  13th  and  14th  states  to  enter 
the  Union.  From  the  arrange¬ 
ment,  one  could  make  a  very 
plausible  guess  that  the  token’s 
designer  was  referring  to  the  un¬ 
finished  pyramid  device  on  the  $50 
Continental  notes  of  1778-9,  in  the 
belief  that  the  admission  of  Ken¬ 
tucky  as  15  th  state  completed 
the  roster.  (Were  the  roster 
then  thought  incomplete,  nothing 
would  have  been  simpler  than  to 
arrange  the  15  stars  in  three  rows 
of  6,  5  and  4,  making  a  still  un¬ 
finished  pyramid.)  Most  speci¬ 
mens  of  this  token  come  with 
some  prooflike  surface;  a  rather 
small  number  are  in  VF  to  AU. 
The  prooflike  ones  occur  in  lots 
of  unattributed  British  “Conders.” 
They  come  on  wide  and  nar¬ 
row  flans  with  plain  edge,  and 
on  somewhat  wider  ones  with 
various  edge  letterings  and — ex¬ 
tremely  rarely — with  diagonal 
reeding,  the  so-called  “engrailed” 
edge.  Once  again,  there  seems  no 
sharp  demarcation  between  the 
most  prooflike  and  the  least 
proof  like  ones;  they  come  in 
earlier  and  later  states  of  die 


breaks  (the  breaks  are  on  the  side 
showing  hand  and  scroll),  and 
even  on  the  ones  with  diagonal 
edge  reeding  (which  have  the 
widest  flans  of  all),  borders  tend 
to  be  weak,  central  area  of  scroll 
poorly  brought  up.  I  conclude  that 
none  of  these  were  intentional 
brilliant  proofs. 

(g)  Much  the  same  comment 
has  to  be  made  for  the  1795 
Washington  Grate  halfpennies. 
Typically,  the  common  large  but¬ 
ton  pieces  come  in  light  olive  to 
bright  red  prooflike  unc.,  weakly 
struck  on  Washington’s  head  and 
part  of  reverse  devices,  and  be¬ 
tween  the  earliest  (and  most 
proof  like)  and  the  latest  strikes 
with  heavily  broken  dies  and  mint 
frost  there  is  no  clear  demarca¬ 
tion.  They  look  very  much  like 
other  token-craze  pieces  and  not 
like  true  proofs. 

(h)  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Jacobs  Theatre  at  New  York 
Penny  token  is  part  of  a  series 
known  to  include  true  proofs.  All 
four  specimens  I  have  seen, 
though  with  defective  planchets, 
show  earmarks  of  proof  status 
and  very  likely  should  be  listed 
as  intentional  brilliant  proofs. 

The  list  of  Colonial  proofs, 
therefore,  can  be  continued  with 
the  following: 

30.  1791  Washington  Small 
Eagle  cent,  brilliant  copper  proof 
in  original  presentation  case  of 
issue.  Ex  Woodward’s  Bache  sale, 
March  1865,  lot  3273.  Unique? 

31.  1792  “Roman  Head”  Wash¬ 
ington  cent.  Copper  proof,  let¬ 
tered  edge.  Approximately  a 
dozen  known  or  reported. 

32.  (1797-98?)  Dateless  Penny 
by  Jacobs,  The  Theatre  At  New 
York.  Copper.  Extremely  rare, 
more  so  than  last. 

(To  be  coti tinned) 
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The  Mint  That  Pride  Shut  Down 


But  for  one  man’s  civic 
pride,  the  Canadian  province 
of  British  Columbia  would 
have  had  a  mint. 

A  great  gold  rush  was  on  in 
1858  in  the  rugged  British 
Columbia  mountains.  The  Hud¬ 
son’s  Bay  Company  yielded 
to  a  provincial  government  of 
two  colonies:  British  Columbia, 
with  its  capital  at  New  West¬ 
minster,  and  Vancouver  Island, 
with  Victoria  as  its  capital 
city.  The  Chief  Factor  of  Hud¬ 
son’s  Bay,  James  Douglas,  was 
appointed  governor  of  both 
colonies. 

Lack  of  coinage  was  the 
greatest  problem  of  the  citi¬ 
zens,  with  the  rivalry  between 
the  two  capitals  running  a 
close  second. 

Captain  W.  D.  Gossett, 
treasurer  of  the  British  Colum¬ 
bia  province,  worked  long  and 
hard  for  an  assay  office,  which 
was  finally  established  at  New 
Westminster  in  1860.  Governor 


Douglas,  who  lived  in  Victoria, 
urged  the  erection  of  a  mint. 
Of  course  he  had  expected  the 
mint  would  be  set  up  in  Vic¬ 
toria,  but  the  machinery  went 
to  New  Westminster  instead, 
and  dies  for  ten  and  twenty 
dollar  gold  pieces  were  made 
at  the  Tower  Mint  in  London. 

When  everything  was  in 
readiness,  Captain  Gossett 
asked  for  the  governor’s  sanc¬ 
tion  to  proceed  with  coinage, 
but  the  request  was  abruptly 
refused.  A  decrease  in  gold 
production  was  presented  as 
the  official  reason  for  refusal, 
but  many  believe  that  the  gov¬ 
ernor  was  miffed  at  the  failure 
to  locate  the  mint  in  his  home 
city. 

At  any  rate,  Gossett,  on  his 
own  responsibility,  struck  off 
five  each  of  the  $20  and  $10 
pieces  from  an  allotment  of 
gold  supplied  by  some  friends. 
The  mint  machinery  was  never 
used  again. 
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The  First  Official  United  States  Coin 


Although  «the  Fugio  cent 
enjoys  the  distinction  of  being 
the  first  coin  authorized  by  the 
United  States,  it  was  not 
struck  in  a  government  mint. 
A  contract  held  by  James 
Jarvis  of  New  Haven,  Con¬ 
necticut  called  “for  three  hun¬ 
dred  tons  of  copper  coin — 
coined  at  the  expense  of  the 
contractor/’  according  to  the 
Journal  of  Congress  as  of  Sat¬ 
urday,  April  21,  1787. 

It  describes  the  coin  as  fol¬ 
lows:  “.  .  .  thirteen  circles 
linked  together,  a  small  circle 
with  the  words  ‘United  States’ 
around  it;  and  in  the  center, 
the  words  ‘We  are  One’;  on 
the  other  side  ...  a  dial  with 
hours  expressed  on  the  face  of 
it;  a  meridian  sun  above,  on 
one  side  of  which  is  the  word 
‘Fugio’  and  on  the  other  the 
year  in  figures  ‘1787’;  below 
the  dial,  the  words  ‘Mind  your 
Business’/’  The  legends,  which 
are  unlike  any  other  in  the 
United  States  coinage,  have 
been  credited  to  Benjamin 
Franklin  by  many.  The  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  designs  is  that  time 
flies. 

These  cents  were  struck 
from  several  dies  which  cre¬ 
ated  several  distinct  varieties. 
The  dies  were  engraved  by 
Abel  Buell  of  New  Haven.  The 


most  noticeable  variation  is  the 
reversal  of  the  words  UNITED 
STATES.  Some  have  it 
STATES  UNITED.  There  are 
other  differences  too  such  as 
club  rays,  pointed  rays,  punc¬ 
tuation  differences,  etc.  Some 
authorities  have  suggested  the 
likelihood  that  these  cents 
were  also  struck  in  New  York 
City  and  Rupert,  Vermont. 
Most  of  the  copper  used  in  this 
coinage  came  from  military 
stores.  It  is  believed  that  the 
copper  bands  from  powder 
kegs  were  salvaged  for  this 
purpose. 


“I  can’t  stand  your  holier- 
than-thou  attitude.” 
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"Since  1917" 

WHOLESALE  COIN  SUPPLIES 

Dealers— Check  These  Services 

Free  Display  Racks. 
v*  Free  Check  List  and  Ad  Material. 

Freight  Paid  on  $50.00  shipment  anywhere  in  U.S. 
p*  Easy  to  read  catalog. 
v0  Orders  shipped  same  day  received. 
u*  Orders  packed  with  care. 

Complete  selection  of  all  leading  numismatic  material. 

Send  For  Our  Illustrated  Catalog 

COIN  SUPPLY  DIVISION 
ANDERSON  NEWS  COMPANY 

P.O.  Box  256 

4320  Huntsville  Rd.,  Florence,  Ala. 


YES!  We  are  interested  in  Purchasing  Worthwhile  Numismatic  material— 
particularly  Early  Silver  Dollars.  We  have  specialized  in  this  field  for  over 
Fifteen  Years.  We  are  also  constantly  purchasing  the  scarcer  Liberty  Seated, 
Morgan,  Peace  and  Trade  Dollars.  When  purchasing,  remember  us  on 
those  hard  to  get  dollars. 

We  are  also  seeking  consignments  of  ALL  nice  numismatic  material  for 
future  auction  sales.  Prompt  courteous  attention.  Fair  Terms. 

Please  call  us,  and  if  your  collection  warrants  we  will  travel  anywhere  to 
see  you!  So  why  not  drop  us  a  line  or  call  us. 

Many  thanks  for  taking  time  to  read  our  message. 

RENO  COIN  GALLERIES 

248  West  First  St.  Reno,  Nevada 

Phone:  329-8693  or  329-8694  Area  Code  702 
Don  Thompson  and  C.  C.  Ballard— Professional  Numismatists— A. N. A. 
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Coming  up  on  C-Day _ 


Australia's  Decimal  Dilemma 


Australians  are  planning  well  in  advance  their  adjustment  from 
sterling  to  dollar  calculations.  Scheduled  for  February  next  year,  C 
(for  Changeover)  Day  is  being  brought  methodically  and  constantly 
to  their  attention.  The  DCB  (Decimal  Currency  Board)  has  been  in 
operation  for  several  months.  Revised  paper  currency  has  been  worked 
out  and  a  new  series  of  coins  is  already  in  production.  A  publicity 
campaign  of  great  magnitude  is  underway,  including  instructional 
photos  and  films,  school  project  material,  lectures,  posters,  brochures, 
participation  in  fairs  and  exhibitions,  and  special  campaigns  for  tour¬ 
ists  and  older  persons. 

Conversion  from  pence  and  shillings  to  cents  and  dollars  involves 
a  wide  variety  of  changes  in  price  schedules  and  calculations.  Re¬ 
tailers  will  probably  show  prices  in  both  currencies  before  and  after 
C-Day.  Contracts  and  documents  must  be  expressed  in  decimal  cur¬ 
rency  after  that  date,  although  existing  documents  need  not  be  re¬ 
vised  in  order  to  remain  in  force.  Plans  have  already  been  made  for 
the  adjustment  of  thousands  of  coin-operated  devices,  ranging  from 
luggage  lockers  and  vending  machines  to  the  humble  pay  toilet  locks. 

The  greatest  and  most  costly  conversion  will  strike  the  owners  of 
accounting  machines.  Banking  circles  in  particular  anticipate  an  in¬ 
calculable  loss  of  time.  While  other  business  organizations  may  achieve 
conversion  gradually  over  a  two-year  period,  a  complete  changeover 
is  mandatory  for  the  banks,  and  several  closed-door  days  are  in  pros¬ 
pect. 

During  the  first  two  years,  business  machine  companies  plan  to  move 
systematically  through  communities  converting  equipment  almost  on 
a  building-to-building  basis,  with  banks  receiving  priority.  The 
Commonwealth  Government  will  pay  a  reasonable  proportion  of  an 
owner’s  expenses  for  machine  conversion.  Such  reimbursements  are 
scaled  according  to  an  official  formula  which  will  cover  only  machines 
installed  new  after  certain  dates.  Cash  registers  installed  since  1952, 
adding  machines  since  1955,  and  accounting  machines  since  1958  will 
be  covered.  Compensation  for  converting  other  types  of  monetary 
machines  is  also  under  consideration. 

One  of  the  chief  complications  for  the  Australian  citizen  lies  in  the 
fact  that  he  has  actually  lived  with  two  monetary  systems — the  pence- 
shilling  system  of  twelve  units  and  the  shilling-pound  system  of  twenty 
units.  While  the  mental  calculations  required  by  this  dual  system  be¬ 
come  automatic  enough  when  learned  from  childhood,  a  double  con- 
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version  to  the  decimal  system  is  no  simple  matter. 

The  pound-shilling  system  lends  itself  readily  to  decimal  conver¬ 
sion.  With  the  value  of  the  Australian  shilling  fixed  at  ten  cents,  the 
new  dollar  will  be  worth  precisely  ten  shillings  while  the  pound  will 
be  exactly  interchangeable  for  two  dollars.  Thus  three  of  the  current 
coins  will  have  precise  decimal  equivalents.  The  sixpence  will  be 
worth  five  cents,  the  shilling  ten  cents,  and  the  florin  twenty  cents; 
they  will  thus  circulate  freely  after  C-Day. 

It  is  the  three  low-valued  coins — the  halfpenny,  penny  and  three¬ 
pence — which  may  prove  a  source  of  difficulty.  The  following  table 
shows  the  actual  and  simplified  values  which  will  prevail: 


Simplified  Value 

Actual  Value 

Id. 

u 

.83333* 

2d. 

2* 

1.66667* 

3d. 

2* 

2.5* 

4d. 

3* 

3.33333* 

5d. 

4* 

4.16667* 

6d. 

5* 

5* 

7d. 

6  * 

5.83333* 

8d. 

It 

6.66667* 

9d. 

U 

7.5  * 

lOd. 

U 

8.33333* 

1  Id. 

9 1 

9.16667* 

1 2d. 

10 1 

10* 

The  lack  of  precise  decimal  equivalents  for  the  three  minor  coins 
will  prevent  them  from  passing  in  circulation  unless  exchanged  in 
groups — i.e.,  two  threepences  for  five  cents,  six  pennies  for  five  cents, 
etc.  Similarly,  the  new  one-cent  and  two-cent  coins  will  have  no 
precise  equivalents  in  the  sterling  system.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  the  arbitrary  conversion  figure  for  both  2d.  and  3d.  in  the 
simplified  table  is  the  same  sum — two  cents.  The  same  fate  awaits 
the  9d.  and  lOd.  sums,  both  rendered  as  eight  cents. 
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The  reverse  designs  of  the  new  Australian  coins  display  native 
fauna  in  distinctive  style.  The  bronze  cent  and  two-cent  pieces  show 
the  feather-tail  glider  and  frilled  lizard.  A  Kangaroo  and  an  emu 
support  the  Australian  coat-of-arms  on  the  silver  50$  coin.  The  three 
remaining  coins,  all  of  copper-nickel,  show  the  echidna  (5$),  the  lyre 
bird  (10$),  and  the  platypus  (20$).  All  of  the  new  coins  share  a 
common  obverse  with  the  new  effigy  of  Elizabeth  II,  as  shown  for  the 
Canadian  nickel  in  this  month’s  Modern  World  Coins  new  issues  sec¬ 
tion. 

Since  the  sixpence,  shilling  and  florin  will  circulate  for  some  time 
after  C-Day,  the  corresponding  5$,  10$  and  20$  coins  will  be  identical 
to  them  in  weight,  although  varying  minutely  in  diameter  and  thick¬ 
ness.  The  bronze  coins,  on  the  other  hand,  have  been  made  distinctly 
different  in  size  from  pennies  and  halfpennies  to  avoid  confusion. 
For  this  reason,  these  two  bronze  issues  are  being  given  top  priority 
at  the  Mint  so  that  hundreds  of  millions  will  be  on  hand  on  C-Day 
to  ensure  an  adequate  supply  throughout  the  Commonwealth. 

A  set  of  four  notes  in  the  amounts  of  $1,  $2,  $10  and  $20  will  con¬ 
stitute  the  new  decimal  paper  money.  These  will  have  the  same  color 
scheme  as  the  ten-shilling,  pound,  five-pound  and  ten-pound  notes  they 
will  replace,  but  will  vary  distinctly  in  dimension  from  the  present 
issues.  Reports  indicate  that  new  designs  will  not  be  ready  by  C-Day, 
but  that  current  designs  will  be  employed  for  the  time  being  with 
their  values  stated  in  dollars. 

Although  Australia’s  conversion  to  the  decimal  system  will  make 
it  easier  for  American  readers  to  gauge  sums  in  Australian  funds,  the 
two  dollar  systems  will  not  be  on  a  par.  With  the  Australian  pound 
currently  valued  at  $2.24  U.S.,  the  new  dollar  will  be  worth  somewhat 
more  than  its  American  counterpart,  or  $1.12  U.S. 

The  foregoing  report  covers  only  the  outward  or  public  impact  of 
C-Day.  There  are  even  greater  and  more  far-reaching  side  effects 
which  will  concern  the  legal  and  commercial  segments  of  the  Aus¬ 
tralian  economy.  As  the  Australian  monthly  trade  magazine,  Railway 
Transportation,  comments:  “In  all,  it’s  going  to  be  a  big,  big  task 
.  .  .  but  it  will  be  worthwhile  in  the  end  when  the  simplification  of 
calculations  and  other  advantages  bring  greater  efficiency,  and,  in  the 
long  run,  less  human  effort  and  greater  leisure.” 
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I  would  like  to  purchase  a  few  Colonial 
collections,  as  well  as  choice  and  rare 
individual  items.  If  you  have  any  of  this 
material  available,  it  will  be  worth  your 
while  to  contact  me. 

Excellent  offerings  of  early  U.S. 
coins,  colonials  and  paper  money 
for  type  collectors  and  die  variety 
specialists.  Available  in  almost  all 
grades,  average  to  top  condition. 


Want  Lists  Invited — Prompt  Response 

We  specialize  in  servicing  critical  collectors  and  invite  careful  inspection 
of  our  approval  selections.  We  assemble  sets  of  colonial  coins  and  paper 
money  to  special  order  for  the  individual  collector.  May  we  have  references, 
please? 


Let  me  make  offers  for 
your  nice  early  U.S.  and 
colonial  coins.  You  will  be 
pleasantly  surprised. 

Correspondence  is  invited 
from  collectors  of  Fugio 
cents  in  connection  with  a 
revision  of  the  Newman 
monograph  on  the  subject. 


I licJtabd  Picked 


Specializing  in  early  United  States  and  Colonials 


A.N.A.  —  A.N.S. 
Telephone  516  MAyfair  1-0763 
P.O.  Box  366 
Albertson,  N.Y.  11507 


You  buy  with  authority  when  you  buy  from  a  specialist 
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meddling  With  medals 


Vim-Admiral  liduanl  Vurniin,  1739-1741 

by  C.  Wyllys  Betts 


It  would  seem  that  no  event  in 
English  naval  history,  from  the 
defeat  of  the  Spanish  Armada  to 
the  victory  of  Nelson  at  Tra¬ 
falgar,  aroused  the  popular  en¬ 
thusiasm  throughout  Great  Brit¬ 
ain  and  her  colonies  to  so  great 
a  degree  as  the  capture  of  Porto 
Bello  by  Admiral  Vernon  in  1739. 
Certainly  no  event  in  English 
history  has  evoked  so  many  com¬ 
memorative"  medals.  They  were 
worn  by  all  classes  to  express  the 
national  joy,  and  execrably  ex¬ 
ecuted  as  many  of  them  are,  the 
number  sold  must  have  been 
enormous. 

The  scene  of  the  conflict  was  on 
the  American  shores,  and  the 
American  colonies,  at  that  time  a 
part  of  the  British  Empire,  may 
rightfully  claim  a  shai-e  in  the 
glory  of  the  mother  country. 


Lawrence  Washington  took  part 
in  one  of  these  expeditions,  and 
consequently  gave  to  his  estate  on 
the  Potomac  the  name  of  Mount 
Vernon  in  compliment  to  the 
Admiral. 

The  strongly  fortified  harbor 
of  Porto  Bello  for  two  centuries 
had  been  one  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  outposts  of  Spain  in  the 
New  World.  Its  situation  was  at 
the  northern  point  of  the  great 
bend  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama, 
and  there  the  galleons  filled  with 
treasure  from  Vera  Cruz  took 
shelter  and  refitted  before  be¬ 
ginning  their  perilous  voyage 
across  the  ocean;  to  this  port  also 
they  sailed  from  Spain,  bringing 
merchandise  for  sale  or  exchange; 
and  at  their  leaving,  a  great  fair 
was  held,  lasting  many  weeks, 
and  attended  by  the  inhabitants 
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of  the  surrounding'  country.  Here 
too  the  guarda  costas,  or  Spanish 
gunboats,  congregated,  and  put  to 
sea  in  search  of  prizes,  and  under 
the  guard  of  its  powerful  for¬ 
tresses  they  took  refuge  when 
pursued. 

At  the  time  of  the  capture 
(1739)  peace  had  reigned  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century.  To  the  gen¬ 
eration  born  within  that  period 
the  “British  Glory”  was  scarcely 
more  than  a  tradition,  and  to  the 
older  generation,  Ramillies,  Mal- 
plaquet  and  Blenheim — the  vic¬ 
tories  of  Marlborough — had  be¬ 
come  a  dream  of  the  past.  No 
remarkable  action  by  sea  or  land 
had  occurred  since  the  Peace  of 
Utrecht  in  1713,  and  the  prospect 
of  distinction  for  the  British 
arms,  under  the  temporizing  and 
peace-loving  administration  of 
Walpole,  seemed  almost  hopeless. 
The  nation  was  restless  under  this 
long  repose,  and  longed  for  op¬ 
portunity  to  redress  real  and 
fancied  wrongs  inflicted  by  its 
neighbors.  Spain  in  particular 
seems  to  have  been  the  object  of 
popular  indignation.  The  monthly 
magazines  were  filled  with  ac¬ 
counts  of  Spanish  outrages.  Par¬ 
liament,  flooded  with  petitions, 
resounded  with  speeches  de¬ 
nouncing  the  cruelties  inflicted 
upon  English  merchantmen  and 
the  searching  of  British  vessels 
for  goods  claimed  to  be  contra- 
brand. 

At  this  time  Mr.  Edward 
Vernon  was  in  Parliament.  He 
had  spent  many  years  in  the 
service  of  England  under  Queen 
Anne  and  the  first  two  Georges. 
In  1706  he  commanded  the  frigate 
Dolphin  on  the  Lisbon  and  Medi¬ 
terranean  stations,  and  in  1707 
he  was  promoted  to  the  frigate 
Jersey  and  sent  to  the  West 
Indies.  There  he  remained  for  a 


number  of  years  engaged  in 
watching  the  enemy’s  fleet  at 
Carthagena;  but  no  action  of 
moment  is  recorded,  except  for 
the  capture  in  1711  of  a  ship  of 
thirty  guns,  bound  for  Brest  from 
the  French  West  Indies. 

After  the  Peace  of  Utrecht 
Vernon  was  sent  to  the  Baltic  in 
command  of  the  Assistance  of 
fifty  guns,  and  we  next  hear  of 
him  at  the  same  station  in  1726, 
with  the  Grafton  of  seventy  guns. 

His  oratorical  efforts  in  Parlia¬ 
ment  do  not  seem  to  have  made 
sufficient  impression  to  be  re¬ 
corded;  but  his  bitter  criticisms 
on  what  he  considered  the  pusil¬ 
lanimous  policy  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  made  him  hated  by  the 
Ministry  and  won  widespread 
popular  applause.  Admiral  Hosier, 
with  twenty  ships,  made  an  un¬ 
successful  attempt  to  capture 
Porto  Bello  in  1726,  and  thirteen 
years  after,  in  a  debate  on 
Spanish  aggressions,  Vernon  de¬ 
clared  that  with  six  ships  of  the 
line  he  would  take  the  place. 

The  desired  opportunity  came 
not  long  after.  On  July  9th,  1739, 
Vernon  was  made  Admiral  of  the 
Blue,  and  on  July  20th  he  sailed 
for  the  West  Indies  with  nine 
men-of-war,  but  he  did  not  reach 
Jamaica  until  October  23rd,  the 
very  day  that  war  was  declared 
with  Spain.  On  the  fifth  of  No¬ 
vember  he  sailed  for  Porto  Bello, 
and  as  if  to  carry  out  his  boast, 
he  took  with  him  six  ships  only, 
leaving  the  remainder  in  Jamaica. 

The  names  of  the  six  ships 
were:  the  Burford  (flagship),  the 
Hampton  Court  (  Commodore 
Brown),  the  Norwich,  the  Wor¬ 
cester,  the  Strafford,  and  the 
Louisa. 

The  last  ship  was  sent  by 
Vernon  to  cruise  off  Carthagena 
and  did  not  actually  take  part  in 
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the  engagement.  When  the  tidings 
of  the  capture  of  Porto  Eello 
reached  England,  the  whole  nation 
made  Vernon  and  Brown  their 
idols.  This  was  the  first  victory 
the  British  arms  had  achieved 
since  Marlborough’s  day,  and 
Vernon,  who  had  revived  the 
nation’s  glory  and  humbled  the 
pride  of  its  hated  enemy,  was  the 
name  upon  everybody’s  lips 

Admiral  Vernon’s  subsequent 
career  was  somewhat  of  a  dis¬ 
appointment.  In  March  1740  he 
captured  Fort  Chagre.  In  January 
1741  he  was  largely  reinforced 
by  a  fleet,  under  Sir  Chaloner 
Ogle,  and  found  himself  in  com¬ 
mand  of  thirty  ships  of  the  line 
and  eighty-five  other  vessels, 
aided  by  12,000  soldiers  under 
General  Wentworth;  but  there 
was  a  lack  of  harmony  between 
the  naval  and  military  com¬ 
manders.  It  was  decided  to  attack 
Carthagena,  and  some  success 
was  gained  in  the  following 
March.  The  Admiral  sent  home  a 


premature  dispatch  announcing 
his  victory,  and  once  more  the 
popular  enthusiasm  was  ablaze — 
and  again  the  medallists  pro¬ 
claimed  his  glory — but  Fort  St. 
Lazar,  the  citadel,  was  too  strong 
for  the  forces  which  were  brought 
against  it.  The  disputes  which  fol¬ 
lowed  prevented  the  necessary  co¬ 
operation  of  the  fleet  and  the 
army  and  they  were  obliged  to 
retire. 

During  the  Nineteenth  Century, 
when  medals  were  considerably 
more  in  vogue  with  American 
numismatists,  the  Vernon  medals 
were  a  particularly  popular 
series.  Choice  and  rare  specimens 
sold  readily  at  prices  which  seem 
high  even  by  today’s  much- 
inflated  standards.  Medals  no 
longer  occupy  so  prominent  a  posi¬ 
tion  in  American  numismatics. 
Though  the  Admiral  Vernon 
medals  are  still  eagerly  sought 
by  specialists,  they  have  tapered 
off  considerably  in  popularity  over 
the  years. 
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JONAH  R.  SHAPIRO  INC. 

Presents 

5  POUND  COMMEMORATIVE  COINS  OF  ISRAEL 


1958  ■'TENTH  ANNIVERSARY'* 
B.U.  $11.00 


1959  "INGATHERING  OF  EXILES" 
BU.  $14.50 


1960  "THEODORE  HERZL" 
B.U.  $15.00 


1961  "BAR  MITZVAH" 
B.U.  $22.00 


1962  "DEVELOPMENT  OF 
NEGEV" 

B.U.  $22.00 


1963  "SEAFARING" 
UNO.  $100.00 
FROOF  $120.00 


1964  "MUSEUM' 

B.U.  $22.00 


COMPLETE  SET  OF  THE  7  5  POUND  COMMEMORATIVE  ISSUES 

B.U.  $200.00 

SET  OF  6  WITHOUT  "SEAFARING"  B.U.  $105.00 

18  PIECE  TYPE  SET  OF  THE  COINS  OF  ISRAEL.  HOUSED  IN  A  VELVET 
LINED  HOLDER.  $25.00  COMPLETE. 


"FOREMOST  IN  COIN  MARKETNG" 

JONAH  R.  SHAPIRO,  INC. 

217  E.  Fayette  Street  Syracuse,  New  York 
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Liliurty  Huail 
Hickels 


by  Lawrence  Block 


United  States  Liberty  Head  Nickels  constitute  a  series  with  con¬ 
siderable  appeal  for  a  wide  variety  of  numismatists.  The  beginning 
collector  may  acquire  most  dates  at  little  expense  and  may  pick  up 
the  few  keys  without  going  too  deeply  into  debt.  Advanced  collectors 
intent  upon  putting  together  a  choice  set  will  find  that  all  uncirculated 
and  proof  V-Nickels  command  a  respectable  premium  while  none  are 
priced  so  high  as  to  be  unobtainable.  (The  obvious  exception — the  1913 
coin  of  which  only  five  specimens  exist — was  not  a  regular  issue.) 
Furthermore,  the  series  spans  twenty-nine  years  and  includes  thirty- 
two  coins;  it  is  thus  long  enough  to  be  interesting  but  not  so  long  as 


to  become  unwieldy. 

For  the  numismatist  with  a 
specific  interest  in  price  apprecia¬ 
tion,  the  series  offers  several  dis¬ 
tinctly  attractive  investment  op¬ 
portunities.  Both  type-set  and 
full-series  demand  exert  their  in¬ 
fluences  upon  the  price  perform¬ 
ance  of  this  group  of  coins. 

Nickel  five-cent  coins  were  in¬ 
itiated  in  the  United  States  in 
I860.  Like  the  three-cent  pieces 
which  appeared  a  year  earlier, 
they  were  designed  specifically  to 
aid  in  the  redemption  of  the  frac¬ 
tional  currency  which  circulated 
during  the.  Civil  War.  For  eight 
years  they  circulated  side  by  side 
with  five-cent  silver  coins,  until 
the  coinage  of  half-dimes  was 
discontinued  in  1873. 

Patterns  for  the  Liberty  Head 
Nickel  were  first  struck  in  1881, 
when  Colonel  A.  L.  Snowden,  Di¬ 
rector  of  the  Mint,  presented  his 
proposal  for  a  uniform  series  of 
minor  coins  to  be  struck  in  an 
alloy  of  75%  copper  and  25% 


nickel.  Charles  E.  Barber  pre¬ 
pared  dies  for  one-cent,  three- 
cent  and  five-cent  coins,  each  with 
a  common  obverse  and  bearing  a 
roman  numeral  upon  the  reverse 
to  indicate  the  coin’s  value.  The 
“V”  on  the  V-Nickel  was  thus 
originally  intended  as  a  part  of 
a  series.  It  does  not,  as  some 
anachronistically-inclined  numis¬ 
matists  have  suggested,  stand  as 
a  sort  of  Churchillian  V  for  Vic¬ 
tory. 

Four  designs  in  all  were  pro¬ 
duced  in  1881,  one  each  for  the 
cent  and  three-cent  piece  and  two 
for  the  five-cent  coin,  the  latter 
existing  with  and  without  the 
motto  E  Pluribus  Unurn  upon  the 
reverse.  Pattern  pieces  were 
struck  in  nickel,  copper  and  alumi¬ 
num. 

A  year  later,  plans  for  Liberty 
Head  Cents  and  Three-Cent 
Pieces  faded  out  of  the  picture, 
but  Barber  continued  to  produce 
dies  for  a  five-cent  coin.  Six  pairs 
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of  (lies  were  employed  to  produce 
pattern  pieces  in  various  metals. 
Of  these  six  types,  one  was  the 
exact  design  to  be  adopted  in 
1883.  This  particular  pattern, 
Judd  No.  1690,  is  popularly  re¬ 
ferred  to  as  the  1882  Liberty 
Nickel  and  presently  commands  a 
price  in  the  neighborhood  of 
$2500.  Other  pattern  V-Nickels  of 
this  year  are  also  in  strong  de¬ 
mand  but  sell  at  substantially 
lower  prices,  averaging  a  couple 
hundred  dollars,  depending  upon 
rarity  and  metal. 

The  celebrated  “Blind  Man’s 
Nickel”  was  also  struck  in  1882 
from  a  pair  of  Barber’s  dies.  This 
piece,  Judd  No.  1683,  was  struck 
with  five  regularly  spaced  bars 
upon  the  edge  so  that  blind  per¬ 
sons  could  distinguish  it,  a  con¬ 
cept  notable  for  imagination  if 
not  practical  benefit.  Five  of  these 
Blind-Man’s  Nickels  were  struck. 
The  notion,  whatever  its  merits, 
was  never  carried  any  further. 

In  1883,  three  types  of  regular- 
issue  nickels  appeared.  The  Shield 
nickel  was  struck  for  the  last 
time,  and  two  types  of  V-Nickels 
also  saw  circulation.  The  first 
lacked  the  word  “Cents”  and  thus 
facilitated  a  brilliant  display  of 
criminal  ingenuity.  Almost  at 
once  it  was  discovered  that  the 
coins  could  be  given  a  gold  wash 
and  the  edges  reeded,  whereupon 
they  passed  quite  readily  as  Five- 
Dollar  Gold  Pieces.  “Cents”  was 
subsequently  added  to  the  reverse 
to  discourage  such  happy  larceny. 

Numismatists  have  since  dubbed 
the  gilded  No-Cents  nickels  “Rac¬ 
keteer  Nickels,”  and  thereby  hang 
several  tales.  One  concerns  the 
counterfeiter  with  a  foolproof 
method  for  passing  gilded  nickels, 
A  mute,  he  would  point  to  some 
article  retailing  for  five  cents  and 


place  his  Racketeer  Nickel  upon 
the  counter.  If  apprehended,  he 
invariably  won  release  on  the 
grounds  that  he  had  not  asked 
for  change,  having  in  fact  said 
nothing  at  all;  he  had  merely  paid 
a  nickel  for  a  nickel’s  worth  of 
goods. 

When  the  word  “Cents”  was 
added  to  the  reverse,  the  public 
could  no  longer  be  fooled  by  a 
gold-plated  nickel.  But  it  seems 
that  more  than  a  few  counterfeit¬ 
ers  never  noticed  the  difference. 
This  writer  has  seen  contempo¬ 
rary  gold-plated  nickels  of  1883 
with  “Cents”  as  well  as  examples 
of  such  later  dates  as  1887,  1888 
and  1891,  some  with  their  edges 
reeded  with  painstaking  work¬ 
manship.  The  spectacle  of  a  coun¬ 
terfeiter  working  his  fingers  off 
on  such  an  unlikely  project  is 
somehow  comforting;  a  long-suf¬ 
fering  numismatist  can  scarcely 
avoid  taking  a  sadistic  pleasure 
in  such  a  man-bites-dog  affair. 

The  numismatic  legends  which 
have  grown  up  around  Racketeer 
Nickels  have  led  to  a  unique  set 
of  circumstances  by  which  pres¬ 
ent-day  dealers  are  repeating  a 
crime  of  the  past  century  by  gold- 
plating  their  own  No-Cents 
Nickels  and  selling  them  to  col¬ 
lectors  at  a  good  profit.  The  ap¬ 
parently  unlimited  supply  of  these 
modern-day  objects  is  such  as  to 
suggest  that  more  of  these  coun¬ 
terfeits  have  been  made  in  the 
past  several  years  than  were  ever 
fabricated  by  the  original  counter¬ 
feiters. 

Asa  general  rule,  today’s  coun¬ 
terfeiters  do  not  go  through  the 
agony  of  reeding  the  edges  of 
their  products,  while  most  early 
counterfeiters  undertook  this  step 
in  the  interests  of  deception.  But 
the  author  would  not  deign  to 
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propose  a  method  for  distin¬ 
guishing  between  “genuine”  and 
“phony”  counterfeits.  The  coin¬ 
collecting  hobby  is  sufficiently  ab¬ 
surd  as  things  stand. 

From  the  introduction  of  the 
“With-Cents”  type  in  1883,  Lib¬ 
erty  Head  Nickels  were  coined 
without  interruption  through  1912. 
All  were  struck  at  Philadelphia 
until  the  final  year  of  coinage 
when  Denver  and  San  Francisco 


doubled  in  price,  with  the  same 
proportionate  increase  prevailing 
almost  uniformly  throughout  the 
series.  Common  dates  in  the  1957 
Guide  Book  are  listed  at  25^  Good, 
$1.50  Fine,  $5.50  Uncirculated  and 
$7.50  in  Proof.  The  1885  brought 
the  same  price  ($55.00)  in  Un¬ 
circulated  and  Proof,  and  few 
coins  differed  substantially  in 
these  two  grades.  This  situation 
has  since  changed  significantly 


Judd  No.  1671.  A  Pattern  V-Nickel  of  1881. 


also  produced  V-Nickels.  In  1913, 
the  Buffalo  Nickel  replaced  the 
V-Nickel.  Five  specimens  exist 
of  the  1913  Liberty  Head  Nickel, 
an  unauthorized  and  unrecorded 
mint  product  which  has  probably 
been  the  most  publicized  U.S.  coin 
in  history. 

While  the  Liberty  Head  Nickel 
was  thus  discontinued  only  three 
years  after  the  Indian  Head  Cent, 
it  took  somewhat  longer  to  dis¬ 
appear  from  circulation  and  was 
slower  in  arousing  much  in  the 
way  of  numismatic  interest.  The 
first  edition  of  the  Red  Book 
(1947)  lists  only  five  of  the  V- 
Nickels  at  a  dollar  or  more  in 
Good  condition  and  values  com¬ 
mon-date  V-Nickels  on  a  par  with 
P-mint  Buffalo  Nickels  of  the 
1920’s.  Common  Proofs  were 
pegged  at  $3.50,  Proof  1885  and 
1886  coins  were  listed  at  $27.50 
and  $12.00  respectively,  and  the 
1912-S  was  valued  at  $27.50  in 
Uncirculated  condition. 

In  ten  years’  time  the  nickels 


as  a  keen  demand  for  Proofs 
has  driven  their  relative  values 
sharply  upward. 

A  definite  trend  toward  high- 
grade  Liberty  Nickels  first  began 
to  make  itself  known  in  1961-2, 
in  a  boomlet  that  grew  up  in  the 
wake  of  and  rather  parallel  to 
the  great  surge  of  interest  in 
Proof  Indian  Head  Cents.  Un¬ 
circulated  and  Proof  V-Nickels, 
long  dormant,  began  to  sell 
readily  at  prices  in  excess  of  Red 
Book  listings.  The  price  move¬ 
ment  of  these  coins  has  been 
fairly  consistent  since  then,  with 
Proofs  commanding  more  and 
more  of  a  relative  premium.  A 
very  brief  flurry  of  interest  in 
rolls  of  circulated  common-date 
nickels  was  born  and  died  a  few 
years  ago  with  little  permanent 
effect  on  prices  of  such  material. 
This  too  seemed  to  echo  corre¬ 
sponding  market  activity  in  rolls 
of  common-date  circulated  Indian 
cents,  but  the  V-Nickel  rolls  did 
not  catch  fire  in  the  same  fashion. 
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At  the  present  time,  such  “aver¬ 
age  circulated”  rolls  are  priced 
in  the  neighborhood  of  $7.50, 
which  represents  a  fairly  substan¬ 
tial  discount  from  the  price  of 
individual  coins. 

The  table  below  shows  the  price 
performance  of  certain  represent¬ 
ative  V-Nickels  in  various  grades 
as  reflected  in  the  Red  Book  over 
the  past  several  years. 

The  sampling  presented  in  this 
table  reveals  quite  a  bit  about  the 
manner  in  which  the  habits  and 
feelings  of  investors  and  collec¬ 
tors  have  influenced  the  market 
in  this  series  of  coins.  While  the 
reader  should  have  little  trouble 
interpreting  this  data  himself,  at¬ 
tention  might  be  drawn  to  the  in¬ 
creasing  tendency  of  Proofs  to 
outperform  Uncirculated  speci¬ 


mens  of  comparable  dates,  the 
especially  attractive  gains  of 
“key”  coins,  and  the  fact  that 
“semi-kev”  coins  like  the  1884 
and  1894  have  generally  kept  pace 
with  the  rest  of  the  series. 

This  last  observation  would 
seem  to  indicate  that  interest  is 
spread  out  over  the  entire  series 
and  is  not  strictly  limited  to 
“type”  coins  on  the  one  hand  or 
“glamor”  coins  on  the  other.  In 
contrast,  recent  interest  in  the 
Barber  dimes,  quarters  and  halves 
has  been  primarily  type-oriented, 
with  the  common  dates  in  Uncir¬ 
culated  and  Proof  condition  mak¬ 
ing  the  most  notable  gains;  no 
surge  of  interest  in  semi-keys  has 
been  noted,  nor  have  prices  of 
those  coins  registered  comparable 
gains. 


Date 

Grade 

I960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1883 

N/C 

Good 

S  .35 

$  .35 

$  .35 

$  .40 

$  .50 

S  .75 

Unc. 

3.00 

4.00 

4.00 

4.50 

4.50 

6.00 

Proof 

11.50 

13.50 

13.50 

15.00 

21.00 

28.50 

1884 

Good 

3.00 

3.25 

3.25 

3.50 

4.50 

4.75 

Unc. 

18.00 

20.00 

20.00 

22.50 

25.00 

35.00 

Proof 

25.00 

27.50 

27.50 

30.00 

35.00 

45.00 

1885 

Good 

30.00 

33.00 

37.50 

43.00 

47.50 

52.50 

Unc. 

97.50 

105.00 

115.00 

125.00 

160.00 

200.00 

Proof 

100.00 

115.00 

125.00 

137.50 

180.00 

275.00 

1894 

Good 

3.00 

3.00 

3.00 

3.75 

4.00 

4.50 

Unc. 

16.50 

18.00 

19.00 

23.00 

26.00 

32.50 

Proof 

21.00 

23.00 

25.00 

30.00 

35.00 

45.00 

1911 

Good 

.35  |  .35 

.35 

.45 

.50 

.50 

Unc. 

9.00  9.00 

9.50 

10.00 

11.00 

15.00 

Proof 

17.50  19.50 

20.00 

22.50 

25.00 

32.50 

1912  D 

Good 

.90  1.00 

1.00 

1.25 

1.50 

1.75 

Unc. 

85.00 

90.00 

100.00 

120.00 

150.00 

195.00 

1912$ 

Good 

10.00 

12.00  13.00 

16.00 

20.00 

25.00 

Unc. 

90.00 

100.00  120.00 

175.00 

250.00 

375.00 
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Judd  No.  1680.  One  of  several  V-Nickel  patterns  struck  in  1882.  This  particular  design 
was  the  one  employed  for  the  “Blind  Man’s  Nickel.” 


Generally  speaking,  it  is  a  sim¬ 
ple  matter  to  segment  the  Liberty 
Nickel  series  into  several  distinct 
groupings.  Thei‘e  are  three  keys — 
1885,  1886,  and  1912-S.  There  are 
five  semi-keys — 1883  W/C,  1884, 
1888,  1894  and  (in  high  grade 
only)  1912-D.  Those  nineteenth- 
century  dates  not  mentioned  form 
a  group  somewhat  lower  in  price, 
and  coins  from  1900  to  1912  make 
up  the  last  class,  the  common 
dates  of  the  series. 

While  these  groups  provide  a 
handy  frame  of  reference  for  the 
collector,  a  more  detailed  break¬ 
down  might  be  worthwhile.  The 
following  material  is  not  pre¬ 
sented  as  a  prediction  of  any  sort, 
nor  is  it  offered  as  “investment 
advice”  in  any  sense  of  the  phrase. 
The  collector  interested  in  as¬ 
sembling  a  set  of  V-Nickels,  the 
dealer  who  handles  these  coins, 
and  the  investor  who  buys  coins 
with  an  eye  toward  price  appre¬ 
ciation — all  may  find  a  more  spe¬ 
cific  analysis  of  certain  dates  of 
value. 

—1883  N/C— 

There  are  several  rather  special 
factors  involved  with  this  par¬ 
ticular  issue.  For  years  on  end  the 
No-Cents  nickel  has  been  a  drug 
on  the  market,  always  available 
in  high  grade  at  a  low  price.  Al¬ 
though  its  mintage  of  5,479,519 
makes  it  the  fifth  scarcest  date 
in  terms  of  quantity  produced, 


enormous  numbers  of  these  nick¬ 
els  were  salted  away  by  the 
general  public.  The  design  change 
engendered  strong  rumors  to  the 
effect  that  the  mint  had  made  a 
mistake  with  the  coin  and  that 
No-Cents  nickels  would  conse¬ 
quently  become  very  valuable. 
This  rumor,  wedded  as  it  was  to 
the  fact  that  1883  was  the  first 
year  of  issue  for  the  series,  led 
to  widespread  hoarding.  (Much 
the  same  situation  prevailed  when 
the  raised  ground  was  eliminated 
from  the  reverse  of  the  Buffalo 
Nickel  in  1913.  Type  I  nickels 
were  hoarded  in  the  same  fashion, 
and  high-grade  specimens  are  ex¬ 
tremely  common  to  this  day.) 

There  are  signs  that  the  No- 
Cents  nickel  has  experienced  a 
definite  change  of  status  in  recent 
years.  Three  factors  have  con¬ 
tributed — the  low  mintage,  the 
use  of  so  many  coins  for  the 
manufacture  of  modern  Racketeer 
Nickels,  and  the  influence  of  type- 
collector  demand.  The  1883  N/C 
is  of  course  the  only  date  of  its 
type.  Uncirculated  examples  have 
moved  up  in  price  and  circulated 
coins  sell  much  more  readily  than 
they  once  did. 

This  coin,  incidentally,  is  almost 
never  found  in  less  than  Fine 
condition,  and  an  “average- 
circulated”  roll  would  probably 
run  XF,  which  shows  the  tremen¬ 
dous  extent  to  which  the  coin  was 
hoarded.  Evidently  the  great  sup- 
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ply  of  this  issue  is  beginning  to 
be  absorbed,  albeit  gradually. 

At  $28.50  in  the  1965  Red  Book, 
the  1883  N/C  is  the  least- 
expensive  Proof  in  the  series.  It 
has  the  highest  mintage  in  this 
form  (6,609)  and  this,  added  to 
the  abundance  of  uncirculated 
specimens  has  tended  to  equalize 
the  type-demand  thus  far. 

—1883  W/C— 

With  three  times  the  mintage 
of  the  above  coin,  the  With-Cents 
nickel  has  nevertheless  always 
been  in  good  demand  and  rather 
short  supply.  A  very  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  specimens  available 
are  in  About  Good  condition  or 
worse.  Coins  in  Fine  or  better  are 
quite  scarce.  All  of  this  suggests 
that  the  coin  simply  was  not  held 
to  any  extent.  The  late  develop¬ 
ment  of  interest  in  this  series  left 
most  specimens  in  circulation  until 
they  simply  wore  out. 

These  comments  apply  equally 
to  the  1884  coin,  which  has  a 
somewhat  lower  mintage  and  an 
almost  identical  price  structure. 

— 1885 — 

This  is  the  “king”  of  the  series, 
at  least  in  circulated  condition. 
For  years  it  was  the  most  costly 
coin  in  all  states  of  preservation, 
but  the  1912-S  has  recently  sur¬ 
passed  the  1885  in  Uncirculated 
condition.  The  mintage  is  low  (1,- 
476,490)  and  an  overwhelming 
proportion  of  coins  are  very  badly 
worn.  Proof  mintage  is  average 
for  the  series,  and  Proofs  are 
infinitely  more  common  than  gen¬ 
uine  Uncs.  The  author  has  never 
seen  a  genuine  Uncirculated  speci¬ 
men,  although  they  do  exist. 
Mishandled  Proofs  are  occasion¬ 
ally  offered  as  Uncirculated.  The 
enthusiasm  for  Proofs  has  pushed 
them  higher  faster  in  the  past 
few  years. 
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— 1886 — 

With  a  mintage  of  3,330,290, 
the  1886  would  appear  to  be  con¬ 
siderably  more  common  than  the 
preceding  coin,  and  price  activity 
has  always  borne  this  out,  with 
the  1886  just  half  as  costly  as  the 

1885  in  almost  all  grades.  From 
the  author’s  own  experience,  it 
would  seem  that  about  the  same 
number  of  coins  has  survived  for 
each  of  these  dates.  The  1886 
seems  to  be  offered  as  often  in 
all  grades  as  the  1885,  which  sug¬ 
gests  that  the  psychological  effect 
of  its  higher  mintage  has  been 
more  responsible  for  the  price 
difference  than  the  ratio  of  sup¬ 
ply  and  demand.  Whether  the 

1886  will  close  the  gap  in  future 
years  is  an  interesting  if  pres¬ 
ently  unanswerable  question. 

—1888— 

A  semi-key,  and  a  bit  rarer 
than  its  mintage  of  over  ten  mil¬ 
lion  pieces  would  indicate.  The 
1888  and  1894  nickels  are  in  less 
abundant  supply  than  the  1883 
W/C  and  1884,  although  prices 
do  not  reflect  this  fact.  Proof  spec¬ 
imens  of  the  1888  are  not  scarce 
at  all  in  comparison  with  the  rest 
of  the  series,  and  are  probably 
more  common  than  the  majority 
of  the  “common  dates”  of  the 
present  century. 

A  handy  and  interesting  mne¬ 
monic  device  may  serve  as  a 
convenient  reference  point  in  re¬ 
membering  the  relative  scarcity  of 
the  nineteenth-century  V-Nickels. 
As  a  general  rule,  the  even- 
numbered  dates  are  slightly 
scarcer  than  the  odd-numbered 
coins  preceding  them.  Specifically, 
the  1888  is  scarcer  than  the  1887, 
the  1890  is  scarcer  than  the  1889, 
the  1892  is  scarcer  than  the  1891, 
and  the  1896  is  scarcer  than  the 
1895. 


—1894 - 

This  is  in  many  respects  a  mate 
to  the  preceding  coin.  Its  price 
has  increased  a  little  more  rapidly 
than  the  1888  in  the  past  few 
years.  Its  mintage  of  5,413,132  is 
much  lower,  and  it  is  quite  a  bit 
scarcer  in  Proof. 

—1896— 

Quite  common  in  low  grades 
but  a  distinctly  scarce  coin  in 
Fine  or  better.  At  $90,  Proofs 
command  almost  three  times  the 
price  of  common  V-Nickel  Proofs. 
Uncirculated  specimens  bring  half 
that  figure  and  are  very  rarely 
offered  for  sale. 

—1907— 

One  of  the  most  common  of  the 
common  dates  in  all  grades  from 
Good  to  Uncirculated.  Probably 
the  rarest  in  Proof,  with  the  low¬ 
est  Proof  mintage  of  the  entire 
V-Nickel  series.  This  scarcity  in 
Proof  condition  has  only  recently 
begun  to  be  reflected  in  the  price 
of  the  coin  in  keeping  with  the 


“This  Scotch  tape  is  good 
stuff,  but  there's  a  limit  .  .  .” 
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XF  2.00.  UNC 

5.00 

'/z  Heller 

1904- A 

XF  1.50,  AU 

2.00 

1905- A 

VF 

.75 

1905-J 

VF 

1.00 

1906-J 

XF  1.25.  AU 

2.00 

1 906- J 

UNC 

2.75 

1  Heller 

1 907- J 

XF  1.00,  AU 

1.75 

1 908- J 

VF  .75.  XF 

1.25 

1 909- J 

XF 

2.25 

I9II-J 

XF 

2.00 

I9I2-J 

F  .75,  XF 

1.25 

10  Heller 

1909-J 

VF 

3.25 

'/»  Rupie 

1  Rupie 

I9I3-J 

G  2  50,  VG 

3.50 

1891 

Proof  luster, 

Gem,  UNC 

32.50 

1892 

holed,  VF 

2.50 
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Cayley  Cain  Company 

581  Boylston  St.  Boston,  Mass.  02116 


WHOLESALE 

Service 

Coin  &  Stamp  Supplies 

Write  for  Catalogue 
on  your  letterhead 

ADELPHIA 
Stamp  &  Coin  Co. 

902  Arch  Street 
Philadelphia  7,  Pa. 


current  enthusiasm  for  Proofs. 
This,  incidentally,  would  seem  to 
be  another  indication  that  the 
interest  in  Proof  V-Nickels  is 
operating  on  a  series-wide  basis 
and  is  not  solely  a  response  to 
type  demand. 

-1909- 

Just  the  opposite  of  the  above; 
the  most  common  twentieth- 
century  Proof  and  the  scarcest  of 
the  “common-dates”  so  far  as 
business  strikes  are  concerned. 
This  is  especially  true  in  the  low¬ 
est  grades.  XF  and  Uncirculated 
specimens  are  offered  just  a  little 
less  frequently  than  other  1900- 
1912  issues,  while  only  two  or 
three  percent  of  an  average  batch 
of  Good  V-Nickels  will  be  of  this 
date.  In  this  respect  the  coin  very 
closely  resembles  the  1909  Indian 
Head  Cent  and  coincidentally 
illustrates  yet  another  point  of 
similarity  between  the  two  series. 
The  1909  Indian  has  brought  a 
slight  premium  price  for  some 
time,  but  the  corresponding  V- 
Nickel  has  only  recently  come  to 
be  regarded  as  significantly  rarer 
than  its  fellows. 

—1912-D— 

With  a  relatively  low  mintage 
of  8,474,000  pieces,  the  1912-D  is 
a  special  case.  It  is  extremely 
common  in  low  grades  and  ex¬ 
tremely  rare  in  better  than  Fine. 
This  pattern  exists  for  many  of 
the  semi-key  V-Nickels,  but  is 
considerably  exaggerated  in  this 
instance.  The  1965  Red  Book  lists 
the  coin  at  $1.75  Good,  $4.00  Very 
Good,  $10.00  Fine,  $45.00  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine,  and  $195.00  Uncir¬ 
culated.  No  other  V-Nickel  has  a 
price  spread  remotely  comparable 
to  this. 

There  are  several  avenues  for 
conjecture.  First  of  all,  the 


PAGE  252 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL,  APRIL,  1965 


1912-D  was  not  hoarded.  Numis¬ 
matists  did  not  foresee  any  great 
future  for  the  coin,  and  the  gen¬ 
eral  public  focussed  its  hoarding 
propensities  upon  the  1913  Type  1 
Buffalo  Nickel.  A  few  decades 
later,  the  coin’s  relatively  low 
mintage  and  the  fact  that  it  was 
one  of  only  two  Liberty  Head 
Nickels  struck  at  a  branch  mint 
made  it  a  little  special.  The  coin 
was  thus  withdrawn  from  circula¬ 
tion  before  it  had  worn  to  the 
melting  point  but  after  it  had 
seen  considerable  duty  in  circula¬ 
tion.  This  would  seem  to  account 
for  the  very  great  abundance  of 
Good-to- Very-Good  coins  and  the 
scarcity  of  coins  better  than  Fine. 

The  especially  great  premium 
commanded  by  Uncirculated  spec¬ 
imens  is  enhanced  in  good  meas¬ 
ure  by  the  lack  of  Proofs.  The 
existence  of  several  thousand 
Proofs  of  many  of  the  semi-key 
dates  in  this  series  adds  much  to 
the  supply  of  mint  state  speci¬ 
mens  of  these  dates;  however 
scarce  Uncirculated  pieces  may 
be,  they  are  held  in  check  price- 
wise  by  the  corresponding  Proofs. 
This  is  not  the  case  with  the  two 
branch  mint  coins  and  their  prices 
have  climbed  accordingly. 

—1912-S— 

Much  the  same  story  applies  to 
the  1912-S  as  to  the  1912-D,  with 
one  important  distinction:  the 
1912-S  was  an  exceptionally  low- 
mintage  coin  from  the  onset,  with 
only  238,000  pieces  struck.  One 
might  expect  that  the  coin’s  low 
mintage  would  have  attracted 
hoarding  immediately,  and  that 
the  coin  might  have  met  a  fate 
similar  to  the  1950-D  Jefferson 
Nickel — a  low-mintage  coin  far 
more  common  Uncirculated  than 
circulated. 


A  closer  look  reveals  otherwise. 
Contemporary  numismatists  did 
not  pay  an  awful  lot  of  attention 
to  the  coin;  while  coin  investment 
did  play  more  of  a  role  in  the 
hobby  at  that  date  than  many  of 
us  like  to  think  (as  a  check  of  old 
issues  of  The  Numismatist  well 
reveals)  the  1912-S  did  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  that  good  a  bet  for 
price  appreciation.  The  mintage, 
while  low,  was  hardly  miniscule 
compared  to  many  nineteenth- 
century  issues.  Interest  in  mint 
marks,  while  by  then  a  part  of 
American  numismatics,  had  noth¬ 
ing  like  the  hold  it  has  today  on 
collecting  habits. 

Most  important  of  all,  the 
1912-S  had  not  caught  the  imagi¬ 
nation  of  the  non-numismatic 
public.  It  was  the  general  public — 
not  coin  collectors — who  hoarded 
the  1883  N/C  nickel.  It  was  this 
same  general  public  who  hoarded 
the  1909-VDB  and  1909-SVDB 
with  equal  enthusiasm,  because 
they  were  different  and  thus 
hound  to  be  valuable.  By  the  same 
token,  it  was  this  same  general 
public  which  ignored  the  low- 
mintage  1916-D  dime  and  let  that 
coin  become  so  scarce  in  high 
grade.  Unlike  today,  coin  collec¬ 
tors  were  then  more  apt  to  follow 
hoarding  patterns  than  to  estab¬ 
lish  them.  “Everybody” — coin  col¬ 
lector  or  not — separated  Type  I 
Buffalos  and  VDB  Lincolns  from 
his  change.  And,  coin  collector  or 
not,  everyone  spent  1912-S  nick¬ 
els. 

Had  Proofs  of  the  coin  existed, 
the  Uncirculated  price  would  not 
have  jumped  so  far,  nor  would  the 
coin  have  aroused  interest  so  fast. 
A  1935  magazine  advertisement 
offers  the  1912-S  in  Uncirculated 
for  $2.50  and  the  1912-D  for 
$1.75,  this  at  a  time  when  Proof 
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Judd  No.  1717.  When  counterfeiters  began  plating  1883  N/C  coins,  it  was  decided  to 
add  the  word  “Cents”  to  the  reverse.  The  design  shown  here  was  prepared  but  not 
adopted. 


specimens  of  the  1885  were  of¬ 
fered  for  forty-five  cents! 

It  was  then  that  these  branch 
mint  nickels  left  circulation.  The 
1912-D,  not  so  rare  at  the  start, 
was  available  in  low  grade  at 
hardly  any  premium  whatsoever. 
The  1912-S,  rare  from  the  be¬ 
ginning,  was  to  emerge  as  one  of 
the  keys  to  the  set  and  its  “king” 
in  mint  state.  But  the  quantity  of 
worn  specimens  separated  from 
change  during  the  1930’s  was 
sufficient  to  peg  the  coin’s  price 
in  Good  at  half  that  of  the  1885 — 
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although  the  latter  had  a  mintage 
almost  six  times  as  high! 

A  persistent  rumor  holds  that 
a  man  from  New  York  or  Phila¬ 
delphia  was  either  on  his  honey¬ 
moon  or  a  business  trip  to  San 
Francisco  in  1912,  and  purchased 
a  $200  bag  of  nickels  as  a 
souvenir  of  his  trip.  According  to 
various  versions  of  the  story,  the 
man  (a)  has  kept  his  hoard  com¬ 
pletely  intact  over  the  years,  (b) 
has  been  unloading  several  pieces 
every  year,  or  (c)  spent  all  the 
coins  ages  ago. 

It  would  seem  logical  to  assume 
that  some  hoards  of  this  coin  do 
exist,  however  large  or  small  they 
may  be.  At  least  two  original  rolls 
were  dispersed  in  New  York  State 
within  the  past  five  years.  In  any 
event,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the 
supply  of  this  coin  presently  on 
the  market  in  mint  condition  is 
quite  small. 

Grading 

A  word  or  two  on  grading 
might  be  in  order.  The  basic  rules 
established  by  Brown  and  Dunn 
are  sound  ones.  Beginners  are  apt 
to  make  the  mistake  of  overlook¬ 
ing  the  reverse  in  estimating  the 
grade,  a  common  error  and  one 
which  is  particularly  hazardous 
with  V-Nickels.  For  some  reason 
shrouded  in  obscurity,  these  coins 
are  more  likely  than  most  to  show 
disproportionate  wear  on  one  side 
or  the  other.  A  V-Nickel  with  a 
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strictly  Fine  obverse  and  an 
utterly  slick  reverse  is  a  far  more 
common  occurrence  than  one 
might  suppose. 

Too  strict  an  emphasis  may  be 
placed  upon  the  word  “Liberty” 
on  the  coronet.  While  it  is  gen¬ 
erally  a  good  guide,  these  coins 
wear  oddly  and  an  otherwise  VF 
specimen  may  lack  a  letter  or  two 
of  this  grading  point  while  a  coin 
which  is  surely  no  better  than  VG 
may  show  “Liberty”  clear  and 
bold.  Attention  to  such  subtler 
points  as  hair  detail,  roundness  of 
cheek,  and  definition  of  ear  may 
prove  helpful. 

The  metallic  composition  of  the 
V-Nickel  was  an  unfortunate 
choice  in  that  dark,  pitted  and 
otherwise  foul  examples  abound. 
Many  pieces  show  a  sort  of  cloudy 
surface  which  is  about  equally  ob¬ 
jectionable.  Proofs  corrode  faster 
than  snowballs  melt  at  the  Equa¬ 
tor  unless  properly  handled. 

Counterfeits 

It  is  only  in  recent  years  that 
Liberty  Nickels  have  sold  at  high 
enough  levels  to  provoke  the  evil 
ingenuity  of  the  numismatic  coun¬ 
terfeiter.  The  three  keys  have 
been  counterfeited  to  a  fair  (or 
unfair,  really)  extent.  Most  of 
these  efforts  are  even  clumsier 
than  the  standard  1913  fakes. 
1905  and  1906  V-Nickels  are 
transmuted  by  the  counterfeiter’s 
subtle  alchemy  into  1885’s  and 
1886’s.  These  will  deceive  no  one 
who  takes  the  trouble  to  examine 
them  carefully. 

Fake  1912-S  nickels  are  at  once 
more  common  and  more  deceptive. 
“S”  mint  marks  obtained  from 
coins  of  other  series  may  be 
soldered  onto  genuine  1912  coins, 
or  the  “D”  of  1912-D’s  may  be 
retooled  to  resemble  an  “S”  to  one 
degree  or  another.  These  should 


turn  up  less  frequently  as  in¬ 
creases  in  the  price  of  the  1912-D 
raise  the  counterfeiter’s  produc¬ 
tion  cost. 

Particularly  ambitious  counter¬ 
feiters  drill  through  from  the 
obverse  of  a  1912  Philadelphia 
coin,  punch  an  “S”  through  from 
that  side,  then  fill  the  hole  and 
buff  the  spot  smooth.  Examina¬ 
tion  of  the  obverse  of  a  doubtful 
coin  may  prove  helpful. 

Finally,  counterfeit  1912-S  V- 
Nickels  struck  from  impact-dies 
have  been  turning  up  of  late, 
probably  originating  in  East  Ger¬ 
many  like  so  many  of  the  fake 
Lincoln  keys.  The  Numismatist 
furnished  a  photo  and  exhaustive 
description  of  one  such  1912-S  in 
February,  1964.  It  is  not  particu¬ 
larly  deceptive.  Additional  rumors 
and  reports  suggest  that  the  same 
source  has  produced  counterfeit 
1885  and  1886  Nickels  as  well. 


JOURNAL  VOLUME  FILES 

As  a  special  service  to  our 
subscribers,  we  are  able  to 
supply  custom-made  file  boxes 
built  to  hold  two  complete 
years  of  the  Journal.  These 
files  are  of  the  highest  quality, 
finished  in  leatherette,  stamped 
in  23-carat  gold,  and  sturdy 
enough  to  support  150  lbs. 
They  are  designed  to  keep 
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future  reference  while  pro¬ 
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The  files  will  make  your 
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ODD  AND  CURIOUS  MONEY 


ON  APPROVAL 

China  Abt.  750  B.C.  Knife  money.  Perfect  specimen . . . $10.00 

Pu  or  Pants  money,  same  period.  Long  thief  type.  Perfect _ _  10.00 

Thin.  City  of  AN-YANG.  Short  type  . . .  12.00 

Africa,  Nigeria.  Copper  bracelet  from  ILORIN.  19th  Cent.  .  . . .  10.00 

Twisted  bracelet  money  from  Western  Region.  Agomosho  _  _  8.00 

Decorated  bracelet  from  llorin  . . . .  . . . .  8.00 

Large  King  Manilla,  copper  for  trading  purposes,  buying 

of  slaves  and  bride  price  . . . . . . . . . . .  50.00 

Korea.  Small  bronze  ring  money  1600  A.D.  _ _ _  10  00 

Many  other  odd  and  curious  monies  available. 

Persia.  Lur  istan  culture.  1000  B.C.  Bronze  dagger  used  in 

trading.  17  inches — green  patina  . . . . .  . 100.00 

Eyebrow  or  other  beauty  implement.  Thin  pin  with  animal 

head — green  patina.  8^/2  inches .  .  50.00 


HANS  M.  F.  SCHULMAN 

545  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
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A  Brand  New  System  of  Collecting 


by  Esper  Fitz 
(Last  of  three  parts) 


63.  COLON — Costa  Rica,  Sal¬ 
vador. 

64.  COLONES  —  Plural  of 
above.  Salvador — Gold  only. 

65.  CONDOR  —  Chile  (  ‘10 
Pesos.”)  *’ 

66.  CONDORES  —  Plural  of 
above.  Gold  only. 

67.  COPPER  COIN— China  (No 
PI.) 

63.  CORDOBA  —  Nicaragua 
(No  PI.) 

69.  COROIN— Eire  (No  PI.) 

70.  CORONA — Austria. 

71.  CORONAE  —  Plural  of 
above.  The  only  Latin  plural 
of  the  century. 

72.  CROWN  — -  Australia,  Ber¬ 
muda,  Great  Britain,  New 
Zealand,  Rhodesia  &  Nyasa- 
land,  Southern  Rhodesia. 
(No  PI.) 

73.  CRUZEIRO— Brazil. 

74.  CRUZEIROS  —  Plural  of 
above. 

75.  CYPRUS  SHILLING  — Cy¬ 
prus. 

76.  CYPRUS  SHILLINGS 
Plural  of  above. 

77.  DAK — (Or.) — Nepal. 

78.  DALER — Danish  West  In¬ 
dies  (No  Sg.)  (Obs.)  Gold 
only. 

79.  DECIMO  de  SUCRE  — 
Ecuador. 

80.  DECIMOS  de  SUCRE  — 
Plural  of  above. 

81.  DEUTSCHEMARK  —  Ger¬ 
many.  (Sg.-Pl.) 

82.  DIME— U.S.A.  (No  PI.) 

83.  DINAR — Persia  (Or.,)  Ser¬ 
bia  (Obs.),  Yugoslavia, 


Hejaz  (Or.)  (Obs.)  (Gold 
only.) 

84.  DINARA  —  Serbia  (Obs.), 
Yugoslavia.  Plural  of  above. 

85.  DINERO— Peru  (No  PI.) 

86.  DIRHEM  —  (Or.) — Morocco. 

87.  DOKDO  —  (Or.)  —  India 
(Kutch.)  (Or  DOKRO.) 

88.  DOLLAR  —  Canada,  China, 
Great  Britain,  Hong  Kong, 
Straits  Settlements,  U.S.A. 

89.  DOLLARS— Canada,  U.S.A. 
Gold  only.  Plural  of  above. 

90.  DONG  —  Viet-Nam  (Sg.- 
Pl.) 

91.  DOUBLE — Guernsey. 

92.  DOUBLES— Plural  of  above. 

93.  DRACHME— Crete  (Obs.), 
Greece.  Standard  spelling  is 
DRACHMA. 

94.  DRACHMAI  —  Plural  of 
above. 

95.  DUCAT  —  Austria,  Czecho¬ 
slovakia,  Netherlands  E.  In¬ 
dies,  (all  Sg.-Pl.),  Yugo¬ 
slavia.  Gold  only. 

96.  DUCATA  —  Yugoslavia. 
Plural  of  above.  Gold  only. 

97.  ESCUDO  —  Angola,  Cape 
Verde  Islands,  Mozambique, 
Portugal,  Port.  Guinea,  Port. 
India,  St.  Thomas  &  Prince 
Islands,  Timor. 

98.  ESCUDOS — Plural  of  above. 

99.  EYRIR  —  Iceland.  Singular 
form  of  AURAR. 

100.  FANAM  —  India  (Travan- 
core)  (No  PI.) 

101.  FARTHING  —  Great  Brit¬ 
ain,  Jamaica,  Malta.  (No 

PI.) 

102.  FEN— (Or.)— China,  Chi- 
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nese  Turkestan  (Obs.),Man- 
chukuo  (Ohs.) 

103.  FENIG— Poland. 

104.  FENIGOW  —  Plural  of 
above. 

105.  FEOIRE1NG  —  Eire  (No 
PI.) 

100.  FILLER  —  Hungary  (Sg.- 
Pl.) 

107.  FILS— Iraq  (Or.),  Jordan, 
Kuwait  (Or.)  (Sg.-Pl.) 

108.  FLOIRIN— Eire  (No  PI.) 

109.  FLORIN  —  Australia,  E. 
Africa,  Fiji,  Great  Britain, 
New  Zealand,  South  Africa. 
(No  PI.) 

110.  FORINT  —  Hungary  (Sg.- 
Pl.) 

111.  FRANC  —  Belgian  Congo, 
Belgium,  Cameroons,  Danish 
West  Indies  (with  “Cents”) 

(  O b s . )  ,  France,  French 
Equatorial  Africa,  French 
Oceania,  French  Somaliland, 
French  W.  Africa,  Gaude- 
loupe,  Katanga,  Madagascar, 
Martinique,  Monaco,  Mo¬ 
rocco,  New  Caledonia,  Re¬ 
union,  Rwanda-Burundi,  St. 
Pierre  &  Miquelon,  Switzer¬ 
land,  Togo,  Tunisia,  West 
African  States. 

112.  FRANCS  —  Same  list  but 
omit  Guadeloupe,  Marti¬ 
nique,  Rwanda-Burundi.  Add 
Algeria.  Plural  of  above. 

113.  FRANC  GUINEEN*- 
Guinea. 

114.  FRANCS  GUINeENS*  — 
Plural  of  above. 

*  These  coins  have  not  yet  ap¬ 
peared  in  this  country — ex¬ 
port  reported  forbidden. 

1'5.  FRANG — Luxemburg  (Sg.- 

Pl.) 

116.  FRANG  AR — Albania. 

117.  FRANGA  AR  —  Plural  of 
above. 

118.  FRANK  —  Belgium  (Flem¬ 
ish)  (Sg.-Pl.),  Liechten¬ 
stein. 


119.  FRANKEN  —  Liechtenstein, 
Saarland  (No  Sg.)  (Obs.) 
Plural  of  above. 

120.  FUN— Korea  (Sg.-Pl.) 

121.  GIRSH— (Or.)  — Hejaz 
(Obs.),  Saudi  Arabia.  Also 
spelled  GURSH  and  GERSH. 

122.  GROSCHEN— Austria  (Sg.- 
Pl.) 

123.  GROSZ— Poland. 

124.  GROSZE — Plural  of  above 
for  2. 

125.  GROSZY— Plural  of  above 
for  5  and  over. 

126.  GUERCHE— (Or.)— Egypt. 
Apparently  a  French  vari¬ 
ant  of  GIRSH. 

127.  GUILDER — Curasao,  Neth¬ 
erlands,  Neth.  Antilles  (No 
PL),  Neth.  E.  Indies  (No 

PI.) 

128.  GULDEN  —  Curasao,  Neth¬ 
erlands.  Plural  of  above. 
Danzig  (Sg.-Pl.)  (Obs.) 

129.  GUINEA— (Or.)  —  Saudi 
Arabia.  Gold  only.  (Y  23). 

130.  HAL  ALA — (Or.) — Yemen, 
Saudi  Arabia,  (or  HALA- 
LAH.) 

131.  HALER — Czechoslovakia. 

132.  HALERU  —  Czechoslovakia, 
Bohemia-Moravia.  Plural  of 
above. 

133.  HALIEROV  — Slovakia. 
Plural  of  HALER. 

134.  HAO — (Or.) — China,  Hong 
Kong,  Viet-Nam  (Sg.-Pl.) 

135.  HELLER — Austria,  German 
E.  Africa,  (Sg.-Pl.) 

136.  HSIEN— (Or.)— China, 
Hong  Kong. 

137.  H WAN— Korea  (No  Sg.) 

138.  IMADI — (Or.) — Yemen. 

139.  KOULA  —  Tonga  (Gold 
only. 

140.  KOPEIKA — Russia,  Poland. 
“Kopek”  or  “Kopeck”  trans¬ 
literated  from  Cyrillic. 

141.  KOPEIKI — Russia,  Poland. 
Plural  for  2  and  3,  and  frac¬ 
tional  of  above. 
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142.  KOPEEK  — Russia.  Plural 
of  140  above  for  5  and  over. 
Tannu  Tuva  also  in  this 
plural  form  with  Turki  spell¬ 
ing.  (The  Russian  spelling 
of  all  these  names  has 
changed  slightly  in  recent 
years.) 

143.  K  O  R  I —  (Or.)  — I  ndia 
(Kutch) . 

144.  KORONA  —  Hungary  (Sg.- 
Pl.) 

145.  KORUNA  —  Czechoslovakia, 
Slovakia. 

146.  KORUNY  Czechoslovakia. 
Plural  of  above. 

147.  KORUN  —  Slovakia.  Plural 
of  KORUNA. 

148.  KRAN — (Or.) — Persia. 

149.  KRONA — Sweden. 

150.  KRONOR — Plural  of  above. 

151.  KRONA— Iceland. 

152.  KRONUR — Plural  of  above. 

153.  KRONE — Denmark,  Green¬ 
land,  Liechtenstein,  Norway, 
Austria. 

154.  KRONER  —  Denmark, 
Greenland,  Norway.  Plural 
of  above. 

155.  KRONEN — Lichtenstein, 
Austria.  Plural  of  KRONE. 

156.  KROON — Estonia  (Obs.) 

157.  KROONI — Plural  of  above. 

158.  KUNE  — Croatia  (Obs.) 
(No  Sg.)  Only  coin  in  this 
country  and  only  coin  with 
this  name. 

159.  KURUS— Turkey  (Sg.-Pl.) 

160.  KYAT — (Or.) — Burma. 

161.  LARI— (Or.) — Maidive  Is¬ 
lands. 

162.  LATS — Latvia  (Obs.) 

163.  LATI — Plural  of  above. 

164.  LEK — Albania. 

165.  LEKU  —  Fractional  of 
above. 

166.  LEKfi — Plural  of  LEK. 

During  Italian  occupa¬ 
tion  1939-41,  decimal 
points  were  introduced 
for  small  denominations, 


and  the  spelling  was 
simplified. 

167.  LEMPIRA— Honduras.  (No 
PL). 

168.  LEPTON— Crete  (Obs.). 

169.  LEPTA  —  Crete,  Greece. 
Plural  of  above. 

170.  LEU — Romania. 

171.  LEI — Plural  of  above. 

172.  LEV — Bulgaria. 

173.  LEVA — Plural  of  above. 

174.  LI — (Or.) — China,  Manchu- 
kuo  (Obs.) 

175.  LIANG— (Or.)— China, 
Chinese  Turkestan.  (Eng¬ 
lish  word  is  TAEL.) 

176.  LIBRA  — Peru  (No.  PI.) 
Gold  only. 

177.  LIRA  —  Italy,  San  Marino, 
Syria  (No  PL),  Vatican 
City,  Turkey  (Sg.-Pl.) 

178.  LIRE — Italy,  Italian  Somali¬ 
land  (No.  Sg.),  San  Marino, 
Vatican  City.  Plural  of 
above. 

179.  LIRAH — Israel.  (Called 
“Pound”  locally.) 

180.  LIROTH — Plural  of  above. 
(Called  “Pounds”  locally.) 

181.  LITAS — Lithuania  (Obs.). 

182.  LITAI — Plural  of  above  for 

5. 

183.  LITU — Plural  of  above  for 
2  and  for  10. 

184.  MACE  — China  (Sg.-Pl.) 
Chinese  word  is  CH'IEN. 

185.  MACUTA  —  Angola,  (with 
“Centavos.”) 

186.  MACUTAS  —  Plural  of 
above,  with  “Centavos.”) 

187.  MARK  — Estonia  (Obs.) 
Germany  (Sg.-Pl.)  German 
New  Guinea  (Obs.)  (Sg.- 
Pl.) 

188.  MARKA  —  Estonia.  Plural 
of  above. 

189.  MARKKA - Finland. 

190.  MARKKA  A  —  Plural  of 
above. 

191.  MATONA—  (Or.)  —  Ethio¬ 
pia. 
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192.  MAZU  NA— (Or.)— Mo¬ 
rocco.  Not  a  set  name — may 
be  called  Centime  or  Cen- 
timo. 

193.  MEI  —  (Or.)  —  China. 
(Shansi  Province — Y  2). 

194.  MIL — Palestine  (Obs.) 

195.  MILS — Cyprus,  Israel  (Or.) 
(both  No  Sig'.,)  Palestine. 
Plural  of  above. 

196.  MILLIEME  —  Egypt  (Or. 
after  establishment  of  inde¬ 
pendent  kingdom  in  1922,) 
United  Arab  Republic  (Or.), 
Sudan  (Or.),  Libya. 

197.  MILLIEMES  —  Same  list. 
Plural  of  above. 

198.  MILREIS— Brazil.  (No. 
Sg.)  Only  one  coin  with  this 
name. 

199.  MISCAL — (Or.) — Chinese 
Turkestan  (Obs.) 

200.  MOHAR — (Or.) — Nepal. 

201.  MOHUR — India,  Indian  Na¬ 
tive  States  (Or.)  Gold  only. 

202.  MUNGU  —  Mongolia  (Sg\- 
Pl.)  Also  spelled  MUNG 
and  MONGO. 

203.  NAYA  PAISA— (Or.)— In¬ 
dia. 

204.  NAYE  PAISE— (Or.)  — 
Plural  of  above. 

205.  “NICKEL”,  WOODEN— 
U.S.A.,  Canada.  The  only 
appearance  of  “Nickel”  as 
a  coin  name. 

206.  OCHR-el-GUERCHE  — 
(Or.) — Egypt. 

207.  ORE  —  Denmark,  Faroe  Is¬ 
lands,  Greenland,  Norway. 
(Sg.-Pl.) 

208.  ORE — Sweden  (Sg.-Pl.) 

209.  PAHLEVI — (Or.) — Persia. 
Gold  only. 

210.  PAI — (Or.) — India  (Hyder¬ 
abad)  . 

211.  PAISA — (Or.) — India  Na¬ 
tive  States,  Nepal,  Pakistan. 

212.  PAISSA — (Or.) — Afghanis¬ 
tan.  Possibly  a  variant  of 
the  above. 


213.  PARA — Montenegro  (Obs.), 
Serbia  (Obs.)  (both  Sg.-Pl. 
except  for  2),  Turkey  (Or.), 
Yugoslavia  (No  Sg.),  Hejaz 
(Or.)  (Obs.) 

214.  PARE — Montenegro,  Serbia. 
Plural  of  above  for  2  only. 

215.  PATACA— Macao. 

216.  PATACAS— Plural  of  above. 

217.  PENGO  —  Hungary  (Sg.- 
Pl.) 

218.  PENNI— Finland. 

219.  PENNI  A — Plural  of  above. 

220.  PENNY — Australia,  British 
West  Africa,  Fiji,  Ghana, 
Great  Britain,  Jamaica,  New 
Guinea,  New  Zealand,  Ni¬ 
geria,  Rhodesia  &  Nyasa- 
land,  South  Africa,  South¬ 
ern  Rhodesia. 

221.  PENCE — As  above,  but  omit 
Jamaica,  add  British  Guinea, 
Guernsey.  Plural  of  above. 

222.  PERPER  —  Montenegro 
(Obs.) 

223.  PERPERA  — Plural  of 
above. 

224.  PESETA  —  Spain,  Viscayan 
Republic. 

225.  PESETAS— Plural  of  above. 

226.  PESO — Argentina,  Chile, 
Colombia,  Cuba,  Dominican 
Republic,  Guatemala,  Hon¬ 
duras,  Mexico,  Paraguay, 
Philippines,  Salvador,  Uru¬ 
guay. 

227.  PESOS  —  Argentina,  Chile, 
Colombia,  Guatemala,  Hon¬ 
duras,  Mexico,  Paraguay. 
Plural  of  above. 

228.  PESO  P/M  —  Colombia. 
“Papel  Moneda”  (Paper 
Money) . 

229.  PESOS  P/M  — Plural  of 
above. 

230.  PFENNIG — Danzig  (Obs.), 
Germany  (Sg.-Pl.),  German 
New  Guinea  (Obs.)  (Sg.- 
Pl.). 

231.  PFENNIGE  —  Danzig. 
Plural  of  above.  (PFENNIG 
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is  plural  for  some  dates). 

232.  PIASTRE  —  Cyprus,  Egypt 
(Or.)  after  1922,  United 
Arab  Republic  (Or.),  French 
Indo-China,  Lebanon,  Syria, 
Tonkin  (Or.),  Turkey  (Or.). 

233.  PIASTRES — As  above,  but 
omit  French  Indo-China, 
Tonkin,  Add  Sudan  (Or.). 

234.  PIASTRE  de  COMMERCE 
— French  Indo-China.  (No 
PI.) 

235.  PIASTRE  SYRIENNE— 
Syria. 

236.  PIASTRE S*'SYRIENNES — 
Lebanon.  Plural  of  above. 

237.  PIE — Pakistan.  Only  plural 
is  name  following. 

238.  PICE  —  India  and  Native 
States,  Pakistan.  Equal  to 
3  PIES. 

239.  PINGIN — Eire.  (Only  plural 
form  is  %  REUL  for  3  and 
REUL  for  6). 

240.  POLTINNIK  — Russia  (No 
PI.)  (Y  89.) 

241.  POND  —  South  Africa  (No 
PI.)  Gold  only. 

242.  POUND — South  Africa  (No 
PI.)  Gold  only.  Only  issue 
bearing  this  value. 

243.  POUNDS  — Great  Britain, 
Ghana.  (No  Sg.)  Gold  only. 

244.  PRUTA — (Or.) — Israel,  for 
1,  and  for  more  than  10. 
(“H”  may  be  added,  also  to 
name  below.) 

245.  PRUTOT—  (Or.)  —  Israel. 
Plural  for  5  and  10.  Some 
coins  issued  with  singular 
form  in  error. 

246.  PUFFIN— Lundy  (No  PI.) 

247.  TUL — (Or.) — Afghanistan. 

248.  PYA — (Or.) — Burma. 

249.  QINDAR  AR — Albania  (Sg.- 
Pl.) 

250.  QINDAR  LEKU  —  Albania 
(Sg.-Pl.) 

251.  “QUARTER”  —  U.S.A.  (No 
PI.)  Slang,  but  a  universal 
term. 


252.  QUETZAL— Guatemala. 

253.  QUETZALES  — Plural  of 
above.  Gold  only. 

254.  QUIRAN— (Or.)— Afghan¬ 
istan.  (or  KRAN  or  %  RU¬ 
PEE.) 

255.  RAND— South  Africa  (Sg.- 
Pl.)  Gold  only. 

256.  REAL  —  Guatemala,  Salva¬ 
dor  (No  PI.) 

257.  REALES — Plural  of  above. 

258.  REICH SMAR K  —  Germany 
(Sg.-Pl.) 

259.  REICHSPFENNIG  — Ger¬ 
many  (Sg.-Pl.) 

260.  REIS — Azores  (Obs.),  Bra¬ 
zil,  Portugal.  (No  Sg.) 

261.  RENTENPFENNIG  — Ger¬ 
many  (Sg.-Pl.) 

262.  REUL— Eire  (No  PI.) 

263.  RIN — (Or.) — Japan. 

264.  RUBL — Russia.  “Standard” 
name  is  RUBLE  or 
ROUBLE. 

265.  RUBLIA  —  Plural  of  above 
for  3. 

266.  RUBLEI— Plural  of  above 
for  5  or  more.  Also  Soviet 
Central  Asia  in  this  plural 
form.  Gold  only  for  Russia. 

267.  RUPEE  —  Afghanistan 
(Or.),  India  &  Native  States 
(some  Or.),  Mauritius, 
Nepal  (Or.),  Pakistan,  Saudi 
Arabia  (Or.),  Seychelles, 
Tibet  (Or.) 

268.  RUPEES  — Ceylon.  Plural 
of  above. 

269.  RUPIA — Italian  Somaliland, 
Portuguese  India.  (No  PI.) 

270.  RUPIE — German  E.  Africa. 

271.  RUPIEN — Plural  of  above. 
Gold  only. 

272.  RYAL— (Or.)— Iraq  (Y  7), 
Persia,  Morocco,  Yemen. 
Also  spelled  RIAL  and  RI- 
YAL. 

273.  RYAL  SATDI—  (Or.)  — 
Muscat  &  Oman.  (Y  12,  15). 

274.  SANTIMS— Latvia  (Obs.) 

275.  SANTIMI — Plural  of  above 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL,  APRIL,  1965 


PAGE  261 


for  2  and  5. 

276.  SANTIMU— Plural  of  above 
for  10  and  over. 

277.  SAPEQUE— (Or.)— Annam 
(Obs.),  French  Indo-China 
(No  PI.)  Also  named 
“CASH.” 

278.  SATANG— (Or.)— Siam. 

279.  SAUDI  ARABIA  GUINEA 
(Or.) — Saudi  Arabia.  Gold 
only.  (Y  29). 

280.  SAUDI  ARABIA  RYAL 
(Or.) — Saudi  Arabia.  (Y  14, 
20.) 

281.  SCHILLING— Austria  (Sg.- 
Pl.) 

282.  SCILLING— Eire  (No  PI.) 

283.  SEN — Indonesia,  Japan, 
Cambodia.  (Sg.-Pl.) 

284.  SENT— Estonia  (Obs.) 

285.  SENTI — Plural  of  above. 

286.  SHAHI — (Or.) — Afghanis¬ 
tan,  Persia. 

287.  SHILLING  —  Australia, 
British  West  Africa,  Cyprus, 
E.  Africa,  Fiji,  Ghana,  Great 
Britain,  Jersey,  New  Guinea, 
New  Zealand,  Nigeria,  Rho¬ 
desia  and  Nyasaland,  South 
Africa,  Southern  Rhodesia. 

288.  SHILLINGS  —  Australia, 
British  West  Africa,  Cyprus, 
Fiji,  Ghana,  Great  Britain, 
Nigeria,  Rhodesia  and  Nya¬ 
saland,  South  Africa,  South¬ 
ern  Rhodesia.  Plural  of 
above. 

289.  SHO— (Or.)— Tibet  (or 
SHOKANG.) 

290.  SILVER  COIN— China  (No 

PI.) 

291.  SKAR— (Or.)  —  Tibet  (or 
SKARUNG). 

292.  SOL— Peru. 

293.  SOLES  —  Plural  of  above. 
Gold  only. 

294.  SOLES  ORO  —  Peru.  Gold 
only. 

295.  SOL  de  ORO  —  Peru  (No 

PI.) 

296.  SOMALO  —  Somalia  (No 


PI.) 

297.  SOVEREIGN  —  Australia, 
Canada,  Great  Britain,  South 
Africa.  Gold  only.  (No  PI.) 
Name  does  not  appear  on 
any  coin. 

298.  SRANG—  (Or.)—1 Tibet. 

299.  STOTINKA— Bulgaria. 

300.  STOTINKI  — Plural  of 
above. 

301.  SU — Viet  Nam  (No  Sg.).  A 
variant  of  XU. 

302.  SUCRE— Ecuador. 

303.  SUCRES— Plural  of  above. 

304.  TAEL— (Or.)— China,  Chi¬ 
nese  Turkestan  (Obs.)  (or 
LIANG.) 

305.  TALARI— (Or.)— Ethiopia. 
Named  after  the  Maria  The¬ 
resa  Thaler. 

306.  TALLERO  —  Eritrea  (Obs., 
No  PI.)  The  Italian  equiva¬ 
lent  of  the  Thaler. 

307.  TANGA — Portuguese  India. 

308.  TANG  AS — Plural  of  above. 

309.  TANGKA  —  (  Or. )  —  Tibet, 
Soviet  Central  Asia  (Buk¬ 
hara.)  Also  spelled  TANGA, 
TANKA,  TANKAH,  TEN- 
GA. 

310.  TCHERVONETZ  —  Russia 
(No  PI.)  Gold  only.  Also 
spelled  CHERVONETZ  (or 
-TS.) 

311.  THALER — Austria  (No  PI.) 
Sometimes  called  RYAL  in 
Yemen.  The  Maria  Theresa 
“Dollar,”  huge  quantity  of 
restrikes  in  this  century,  all 
dated  1780. 

312.  TICAL —  (Or.)  — Siam.  At 
least  6  different  English 
spellings  of  this  name. 

313.  TOMAN —  (Or.)  — Persia. 
Gold  only. 

314.  TRAMBIYO— (  Or.)—  India 
(Kutch.) 

315.  TUGRIK  —  (Or.)  —  Mon¬ 
golia.  Also  spelled  TUKH- 
RIK. 

316.  WARK—  (Or.)  —  Ethiopia. 
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Gold  only. 

317.  WEN —  (Or.)  — China  (or 
CASH.) 

318.  WON  — Korea  (Sg.-Pl.) 
Spelled  WARN  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  century. 

319.  XU— Viet  Nam  (Sg.-Pl.) 

320.  YANG— Korea  (Sg.-Pl.) 

321.  YEN— Japan  (Sg.-Pl.) 

322.  YUAN— (Or.)— China,  Chi¬ 
nese  Turkestan,  Formosa, 
Hong  Kong,  (or  DOLLAR.) 

323.  ZALAT  —  (Or.)  —  Yemen. 
(Yz  Halala — Y  1.) 

324.  ZLOTY— Poland. 

325.  ZLOTE — Plural  of  above  for 

2. 

326.  ZLOTYCH— Plural  of  above 
for  5  and  over. 
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Recent  dates  of 
modern  foreign: 


Australia  I/2d,  Id,  3d  1964  unc . 55 

Br.  Carib.  Territ.  1,2,5,10,25c 

1964  unc .  1.50 

Czechoslovakia  10  kr  1964 

commem.  unc .  5.00 

Gr.  Britain  1964  set  l/2d  to  I  fl. 

unc .  2.75 

Greece  30  dr  1964  wedding  issue 

unc . 2.75 

Denmark  1,2,5  ore  10,25  CN  1964, 

I  kr.  1963,  unc.  set  . 75 

Jordan  1964  set  in  plastic  envelope, 

unc .  5.00 

Luxemburg  100  fr  Prince  Jean  1964, 

unc .  3.50 

Netherlands  1 ,5, 1 0 , 25c , I g , 2'/2 G  1964; 

2'/iG  is  bagged  marked,  all  unc.  ..  2.50 
New  Zealand  1964  set  l/2d  to  I  fl. 

unc .  1.75 

Norway  1964  mint  set,  1,2,5,10,25,50 

ore,  I  kr.,  5  kr.  unc .  2.50 

Syria  1962  new  vars.  2l/2,  5,  lOp  unc...  .40 
Siam,  set  of  10  minor  coins  in  holder 
as  issued  by  mint  .  3.50 


Please  write  for  current  price  lists. 
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countries  in  the  world  offering  numismatic 
services.  Price  $2.50  postpaid.  New  Edition. 
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I 


William  Rufus 

1087-1100 


In  the  course  of  a  life  devoted 
to  the  conquest,  subjugation  and 
administration  of  England,  Wil¬ 
liam  the  Conqueror  managed  to 
sire  three  legitimate  sons.  These 
three — Robert  of  Normandy,  Wil¬ 
liam  Rufus  and  Henry  Beauclerc 
— lacked  the  bar  sinister  of  bas- 


England,  the  province  William 
had  conquered  in  his  own  right, 
was  to  go  to  William  Rufus. 
Henry,  the  youngest  of  the  three, 
was  to  receive  five  thousand 
pounds  weight  of  silver  from  the 
royal  treasury. 

William  died  in  1087,  shortly 


A  profile  type  penny  of  William  II. 


tardy  which  distinguished  their 
illustrious  father’s  pedigree;  they 
were  unfortunately  equally  de¬ 
ficient  in  the  qualities  which 
marked  his  greatness. 

Robert,  the  Conqueror’s  eldest 
son,  was  demonstrably  unwilling 
to  wait  for  the  immutable  hand 
of  time  to  place  him  on  the  dual 
throne  of  Normandy  and  Eng¬ 
land,  and  for  several  years  car¬ 
ried  on  intermittent  rebellion 
against  his  father  on  the  Con¬ 
tinent.  Nevertheless  William  be¬ 
queathed  the  dukedom  of  Nor¬ 
mandy  to  Robert  on  the  grounds 
that  this  was  an  hereditary  right 
which  he  was  unable  to  revoke. 


after  a  fall  received  in  the  sacking 
of  the  French  town  of  Mantes.  As 
he  lay  dying  in  Normandy,  Wil¬ 
liam  Rufus  weighed  filial  piety 
against  practical  considerations, 
made  the  inevitable  choice,  and 
hurried  from  his  father’s  bedside 
to  take  speedy  possession  of  the 
royal  treasure  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Channel. 

The  Conqueror  died  on  Septem¬ 
ber  7.  Less  than  three  weeks 
later,  the  ceremony  of  Rufus’ 
coronation  was  performed  at 
Westminster  by  Archbishop  Lan- 
franc.  Both  the  temperament  and 
the  training  of  the  new  king 
combined  to  render  him  wholly 
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At  the  left,  a  Lewes  penny  of  the  cross-in-quatrefoil  type. 
At  right,  a  cross-voided  type  struck  at  Bristol. 


unfit  for  office.  Part  of  this  was 
the  fault  of  the  father;  like  so 
many  strong  rulers  throughout 
history,  he  had  made  poor  pro¬ 
visions  for  his  town  death,  and 
had  given  his  sons  and  heirs  no 
share  of  power  during  his  life¬ 
time.  Rufus,  twenty-seven  at  the 
time  of  his  accession,  had  devoted 
his  youth  to  hunting,  gaming, 
warfare  and  lechery,  the  four 
happiest  pursuits  of  the  Norman 
aristocracy.  According  to  William 
of  Malmesbury,  a  critic  more  kind 
than  most,  he  had  already  sunk 
below  the  possibilities  either  of 
greatness  or  of  moral  reforma¬ 
tion. 

He  was,  it  seems,  neither  a 
thing  of  beauty  nor  a  joy  forever. 
The  following  description  by 


his  nickname;  his  eyes,  grey  and 
flecked  with  spots  of  brown,  were 
deeply  set  beneath  a  frowning 
forehead.  He  was  restless  in  his 
movements  and  impatient  in  con¬ 
versation.  His  habitual  expression 
was  a  sneer,  and  he  enjoyed  the 
reputation  of  a  witty  talker.  But 
he  was  no  orator  and  stammered 
so  violently  that  when  excited  he 
became  almost  inarticulate.  On 
public  occasions  he  endeavored  to 
imitate  the  reserved  and  stately 
carriage  of  his  father;  but  he  was 
liable  to  fits  of  passion  during 
which  he  threw  decorum  to  the 
winds.  In  private  life  he  showed 
himself  familiar  and  accessible, 
vaunted  his  contempt  for  the  ordi¬ 
nary  restraints  of  morality,  and 
bragged  of  his  most  indefensible 


Another  Bristol  issue  of  Rufus,  this  one  of 
the  cross-pattee-and-fleury  type. 


H.  W.  C.  Davis  shows  him  up  as 
an  especially  unpleasant  child  of 
his  century : 

“His  appearance  and  demeanor 
were  an  index  to  his  character. 
He  is  described  as  of  an  ungainly 
build,  square  and  short  and  corpu¬ 
lent.  His  face  was  of  a  fiery  hue, 
a  circumstance  to  which  he  owed 


designs  with  brute  naivete.  He 
was  in  fact  the  incarnation  of  a 
spirit  against  which  the  better 
conscience  of  his  age  had  already 
risen  in  revolt;  of  that  gross  and 
ferocious  chivalry  which  the 
regime  of  petty  feudal  states  had 
produced  all  over  Western  Eu¬ 
rope;  a  chivalry  which,  except  in 
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rare  moments  of  exaltation  or  de¬ 
jection,  remained  insensible  to 
religion  or  romance;  which  re¬ 
spected  no  profession  but  that  of 
war,  obeyed  no  law  but  that  of 
feudal  honor,  and  admitted  no 
rights  except  in  equals  or  supe¬ 
riors.” 

It  is  perhaps  surprising  that 
the  enormous  personal  shortcom¬ 
ings  of  William  Rufus  did  not 


to  become  Archbishop  of  Canter¬ 
bury.  Upon  his  recovery,  he  re¬ 
turned  at  once  to  the  ways  of  vice 
and  inequity  and  spent  the  rest  of 
his  life  opposing  Anselm  with  an 
almost  religious  fervor.  His  Game 
Laws  made  hunting  the  exclusive 
province  of  the  rich  and  starva¬ 
tion  the  frequent  fate  of  the  poor. 
His  soldiers  lived  off  the  country¬ 
side  and  ravished  the  citizenry 


A  rare  cross-fleurv-and-piles  penny  from  Ipswich. 


have  a  particularly  deleterious 
effect  upon  the  course  of  English 
history  under  his  administration. 
Though  an  imperfect  general, 
Rufus  maintained  a  strong  fight¬ 
ing  force  and,  by  tolerating  his 
soldiers’  extreme  abuse  of  the 
countryside,  won  their  undying 
loyalty.  Several  rebellions,  most 
notably  that  of  Odo  of  Bayeux, 
were  successfully  quelled.  Mal¬ 
colm  and  Donaldbane  were  beaten 
in  Scotland  and  Normandy  was 
purchased  (or  taken  in  pawn) 
from  Duke  Robert  when  that  un¬ 
happy  leader  needed  to  raise 
funds  for  the  Crusades.  And,  as 
Trevelyan  has  remarked,  Rufus 
showed  that  tendency  of  other¬ 
wise  undistinguished  kings  to 
leave  at  least  one  enduring  monu¬ 
ment  in  stone;  Westminster  Hall, 
the  “spacious  nursery  of  the  Eng¬ 
lish  Common  Law,”  was  erected 
during  his  reign. 

The  manipulations  of  his  reign 
echo  his  character.  Supposing 
himself  to  be  dying,  he  effected  a 
spiritual  transformation  and  per¬ 
suaded  the  saintly  cleric  Anselm 


without  fear  of  retribution. 

The  coinage  of  Rufus  might 
be  more  easily  studied  had  his 
father  not  named  him  in  his  own 
image.  Pennies  of  both  kings  bear 
the  name  William  spelled  in  any 
of  several  ways  with  no  additional 
legend  to  distinguish  those  of  the 
Conqueror  from  those  of  his  son. 
An  extensive  hoard  of  coins  dis¬ 
covered  at  Beaworth  in  Hamp¬ 
shire  in  1833  facilitated  some 
careful  numismatic  detective  work 
through  which  the  thirteen  types 
of  pennies  of  “William”  were  di¬ 
vided,  eight  assigned  to  William  I 
and  the  balance  to  William  II. 
The  PAX  (for  Peace)  pennies 
are  thought  to  be  the  last  of  the 
Conqueror’s  reign;  the  Profile 
type  are  the  first  of  Rufus. 

G.  C.  Brooke  offers  the  follow¬ 
ing  aid  to  distinguishing  the  two 
rulers  in  his  English  Coins: 

“The  lettering,  without  varia¬ 
tion  of  height,  broadens  and 
grows  rougher  in  execution 
towards  the  close  of  the  Con¬ 
queror’s  reign  and  on  the  first 
two  types  of  his  son;  a  new  and 
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very  coarse  style  is  then  intro¬ 
duced,  with  large,  ill-formed  let¬ 
ters,  and  is  followed  on  the  last 
type  of  Rufus  by  a  thinner  and 
shorter  lettering,  which  by  its  use 
on  one  type  of  Henry  I  indicates 
the  earliest  type  of  his  reign.” 

Appropriately,  William  Rufus’ 
death  was  sudden,  the  outcome  of 
a  hunting  accident  which  may  or 
may  not  have  been  entirely  acci¬ 
dental.  While  stalking  deer  with 
his  boon  companion,  Walter  Tyr- 
rel,  Rufus  was,  pierced  through 
the  breast  by  an  arrow  and  fell 
down  dead,  whereupon  Tyrrel 
had  the  good  sense  to  leave  the 
country  without  pausing  to  pack 
his  toothbrush  and  pajamas. 
Rufus  left  no  sons.  His  younger 
brother,  when  informed  of  the 
accident,  wasted  no  tears  over 
Rufus  but  galloped  at  full  speed 
for  Winchester  to  lay  claim  to  the 
royal  treasure,  just  as  Rufus  him¬ 
self  had  done  a  brief  thirteen 
years  earlier. 

The  coins  of  William  Rufus  are 
by  no  means  cheap,  but  neither 
are  they  prohibitively  expensive. 
A  fine  specimen  might  be  ob¬ 
tained  for  somewhere  in  the 
neighborhood  of  thirty  dollars. 
This  would  seem  a  bargain;  one 
would  be  hard  put  to  find  another 
relic  of  this  ill-featured,  ill- 
tempered,  ill-favored  monarch. 
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IT’S  A  FACT 

The  Maryland  Foreign  Paper 
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Louis  Kossuth: 


Tiie  Moneys  of  a  Rebel  in  Ameriea 

by  Ted  I\.  W eisspucli 


(Continued  from  March) 


The  editor  of  the  North  American  Review,  in  January,  1850,  had 
taken  the  unpopular  stand  that  the  Hungarian  leader  had  led  a 
struggle  to  strengthen  the  hold  of  the  Magyar  ruling  class  over  the 
other  races  of  Hungary.  For  attacking  Kossuth,  Francis  Bowen,  the 
editor,  had  been  denied  a  professorship  in  history  at  Harvard.  But 
now  Bowen’s  article  was  recalled,  although  Kossuth  was  still  greeted 
by  great  crowds  of  enthusiastic  supporters  as  he  traveled  through  the 
countryside.  His  continued  popularity  resulted  in  the  striking  of  a 
great  number  of  tokens  and  game  counters.  Kurth’s  Revised  List  of 
American  Game  Counters  lists  only  five,  but  it  is  known  that  many 
additional  types  and  varieties  exist.  Most  of  these  pieces  contain  the 
legends  “The  George  Washington  of  Hungary,”  or  “Nothing  is  im¬ 
possible  to  him  that  wills,”  a  quotation  of  the  Hungarian  patriot. 

But  Kossuth  found  that  the  attitude  of  people  in  southern  cities 


1849  three  krajczar  copper  coin  issued  by  Kossuth’s  rebel  government. 


was  open  hostility.  The  aldermen  of  Louisville  had  been  given  a  ban¬ 
quet  for  their  refusal,  four  times  repeated,  to  invite  Kossuth  to  visit 
the  city.  While  the  South  remained  opposed  to  intervention  in  Europe — 
or  at  home — Kossuth  still  found  support  on  his  return  to  the  North. 
At  a  banquet  in  honor  of  the  Hungarian  visitor,  Daniel  Webster  de¬ 
clared  that  Hungary  did  indeed  deserve  its  independence.  And  ma¬ 
terial  support  also  continued  to  pour  in.  Calling  upon  his  experiences 
in  the  Hungarian  Treasury  Department,  Kossuth  issued  promissory 
notes  or  certificates  dated  February  22,  1852.  Printed  in  English  by 
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Thirty  pengo  krajezar  State  Treasury  Note  dated  January  1,  1849.  These  small  denomi¬ 
nations  were  needed  because  of  the  widespread  hoarding  of  coins  during  Kossuth’s 
revolution.  They  bear  the  printed  signature  of  the  Chief  of  the  State  Treasury,  Ferenc 
Volgyi. 


•vis iif  Ohtlt'ctu 


5 


l*«t  xliifv 


vi 


Misfit,  bsh‘o»iti  htt$85&-8f  t*ftf  fWhitr#  ftx&nti 
i  lirtckc  iiv  koidS^i^HOttiiy  < 

id  a  -  V e  s  t ,  »i-pte«!i1«sr  1-k»  18% 

Sor  t  i  1 1 :  it. 

t  f  «L. 

kltUil  fcUtoslitei*** 

*—***■»*  ~~,^<;  S’\. 

'rL.'.^VjT  /  J>  -  nCi-Kk 

1  1 

>  '  ,,  ■  A  . 

/ 

Pet  forinti.  |  i 

*f i  H  H?  (flrtOfiwJ. 

v-  j 


A  five  forint  State  Note  issued  by  the  Hungarian  Finance  Department  and  dated  Sep¬ 
tember  1,  1848.  Kossuth’s  signature  appears  on  this  issue. 


PAGE  270 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL,  APRIL,  1965 


Danforth,  Bald  and  Company  of  New  York,  the  “Hungarian  Fund” 
notes  were  issued  in  demoninations  of  $1,  $5,  $10,  $50,  and  $100.  The 
last  two  denomination  notes  carried  Kossuth’s  autograph,  while  the 
others  bore  a  facsimile  of  his  signature. 

There  is  a  close  resemblance  of  Kossuth’s  issue  to  the  Confederate 
notes  which  were  to  appear  during  the  Civil  War.  The  inscription  on 
the  notes  . read:  “On  demand  one  year  after  the  establishment  in  fact 
of  the  INDEPENDENT  HUNGARIAN  GOVERNMENT,  the  holder 
hereof  shall  be  entitled  to  (denomination  of  note)  Dollars  payment  at 
the  National  Treasury  or  at  either  of  its  agencies  at  London  or  New 
York;  or  to  exchange  the  same  in  sums  of  Fifty  Dollars  or  over  for 
certificates  bearing  four  per  cent  interest  payable  in  ten  equal  annual 
installments  from  one  year  after  said  event.”  A  novel  method  of  dis¬ 
tribution  for  the  notes  was  developed.  Since,  obviously,  the  Kossuth 
notes  had  no  backing,  they  were  not  designed  for  general  circulation. 
Instead  they  were  sold  as  souvenirs  or  mementos.  In  the  collection  of 
Mr.  Charles  Z.  Mihalyi,  of  Glenfield,  New  York,  is  a  letter  or  circular 
which  in  glowing  terms  explains  the  purpose  for  the  notes  and  the 
method  by  which  they  were  used  to  raise  funds  for  the  fight  against 
tyranny : 


CENTRAL  HUNGARIAN  COMMITTEE 
New  York,  Feb.  22,  1852 


Sir, 

Enclosed  you  will  find  a  specimen  of  the  certificates  issued  by  Gov¬ 
ernor  Kossuth,  in  return  for  the  contribution  to  the  Hungarian  Fund, 
which,  in  the  name  of  his  country  and  of  Liberty,  he  asks  from  the 
generous  sympathies  of  the  American  people.  There  are  others,  of 
similar  general  description,  of  the  respective  denominations  of  $10, 
$50  and  $100.  The  likeness  of  Kossuth  which  you  will  see  on  the  en¬ 
closed,  small  as  it  is,  is  the  best  of  all  the  many  representations  of 
his  noble  countenance,  with  which  Art  has  already  rendered  her 
homage  to  that  high  combination  of  republican  Patriotism,  Eloquence 
and  Goodness,  which  the  world  spontaneously  recognizes  as  embodied 
in  this  extraordinary  man.  The  $100  and  $50  certificates  are  signed 
with  Kossuth’s  own  autograph;  the  smaller  denominations,  in  author¬ 
ized  facsimile. 

The  Central  Committee,  recognized  in  its  establishment  as  such  by 
Governor  Kossuth,  address  this  communication  to  you,  as  a  gentleman 
of  known  publicly  respectability  and  intelligence,  in  the  hope  that  you 
will  feel  disposed  to  cooperate  with  them  with  zeal  and  interest,  in 
the  promotion  of  the  object  in  view;  and  with  certainty,  at  any  rate, 
that  even  if  you  should  possibly  entertain  any  sentiments  on  the 
subject  at  variance  with  those  of  this  committee,  they  may  rely  upon 
your  courtesy  and  personal  kindness,  for  compliance  with  the  request 
which  in  that  case  they  desire  to  address  to  you. 

We  believe  that  among  your  friends  and  neighbors,  there  cannot  fail 
to  be  many  persons  who  would  be  glad  of  an  opportunity  of  con¬ 
tributing,  more  or  less,  to  the  Hungarian  Liberty  Fund;  who  would 
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The  second  issue  of  Kossuth  notes  printed  in  the  United  States.  Although  the  notes 
pledged  Hungarian  “private  property,”  they  were  backed  only  by  the  patriotic  zeal 
of  the  Hungarian  rebels. 
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One  dollar  Hungarian  Fund  note  printed  and  issued  in  the  United  States. 


like  to  possess  some  of  these  beautiful  likenesses  of  Kossuth,  accom¬ 
panied  with  his  autograph,  for  facsimile  signature ;  and  to  know 
at  the  same  time  that  they  possessed  them  as  evidence  of  a  generous 
aid  extended  by  them  to  a  most  just,  noble,  and  glorious  cause  of 
national  human  rights. 

We  therefore  send  you  this  specimen,  in  the  hope  that  you  will 
generously  consent  to  act  as  an  agent  of  this  Committee,  for  the 
purpose  of  extending  as  widely  as  possible  in  your  neighborhood  the 
circulation  of  these  certificates  or  notes.  If  from  any  cause  you  should 
not  be  able  or  disposed  to  comply  personally  with  this  wish  of  the 
Committee,  we  then  ask  you  the  favor  to  place  it  in  the  hands  of  some 
other  person  or  persons,  known  to  you  as  suitable  for  that  purpose; 
to  whom,  in  that  case,  we  would  wish  the  application  of  this  letter 
to  be  considered  as  transferred.  Whether  disposed  or  not  to  act  in 
person,  we  feel  assured  that  we  shall  not  in  vain  solicit  this  favor  from 
the  liberal  and  gentlemanly  courtesy,  of  which  your  position  among 
your  fellow-citizens  is  an  ample  guaranty. 

As  a  compensation  for  the  time  and  trouble  solicited  from  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  who  may  be  willing  to  undertake  this  agency  (in  addition  to 
the  gratification  of  those  political  and  personal  sympathies  which  our 
own  hearts  prompt  us  to  expect  from  yours,  this  Committee  is  author¬ 
ized  by  Governor  Kossuth  to  offer  a  commission  of  10  per  cent,  upon 
any  amount  that  may  be  raised  and  remitted  to  them,  that  is  to  say, 
ten  dollars  in  certificates  will  be  allowed  for  every  nine  dollars  in 
money,  and  so  on  in  that  proportion — the  certificates  being  of  such 
denominations  as  may  be  requested  in  the  letter  remitting  the  money. 

From  experience,  we  are  satisfied  that  a  very  handsome  amount  of 
commissions  can  easily  be  realized,  in  most  localities,  by  an  energetic 
person,  acting  with  a  warm-hearted  zeal  in  the  business  .  .  .  there  are 
few  who  would  not  rejoice  in  the  opportunity  of  contributing  at  least 
his  single  dollar,  and  of  receiving  his  certificate  in  return.  In  some 
cases,  the  ladies  (God  bless  them!)  have  generously  and  nobly  under¬ 
taken  it,  and  in  little  villages  have  collected  hundreds  of  dollars  from 
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farmers,  mechanics,  merchants,  professional  men,  etc.;  from  their 
own  fair  sisterhood;  and  even  from  the  fresh  young  warmth  of  their 
children,  joining  together  their  little  trifles  of  money  to  make  enough 
for  a  contribution.  In  some  places,  fairs  have  been  got  up;  and  persons 
unable  to  contribute  as  they  would  wish  in  money,  have  given  objects 
of  superfluity,  such  as  fancy  articles,  jewelry,  books,  engravings,  etc., 
or  other  things  of  a  more  utilitarian  description,  which  other  persons 
have  then  been  willing  to  buy;  the  proceeds  being  then  transmitted 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Hungarian  Liberty  Fund. 

We  commend  to  your  friendly  consideration  these,  among  the  ideas 
which  may,  we  hope,  suggest  themselves  to  your  own  mind,  of  the 
most  prompt  and  efficient  modes  for  promoting  the  object  in  view.  The 
formation  of  Hungarian  Associations,  with  weekly  contributions  of 
small  amounts  (25  or  50  cents)  is  another  mode  recommended  by 
many  of  Kossuth’s  friends,  and  very  acceptable  to  himself. 

In  all  cases,  we  would  desire  the  names  of  contributors  to  be  fur¬ 
nished,  together  with  the  money  they  may  respectively  send,  in  order 
that  a  public  recognition  of  them  may  be  made;  and  also  that  they 
may  be  preserved  in  a  book  destined  hereafter,  we  trust  and  believe, 
to  hold  an  honored  place  among  the  treasured  historical  archives  of 
the  free  and  independent  Hungarian  Republic. 

.  .  .  We  hope  that  a  good  quantity  of  the  larger  denominations  will 
be  called  for,  but  our  main  reliance  is  upon  the  National  Dollar  Sub¬ 
scription  to  the  Hungarian  Liberty  Fund.  There  will,  we  trust,  be 
many  among  our  wealthier  fellow-citizens  who  will  take  the  larger 
ones,  but  we  still  more  confidently  trust  that  there  will  not  be  many 
so  poor  as  not  to  be  glad  of  the  opportunity  of  taking  at  least  a  single 
one  dollar  certificate  such  as  the  specimen  herein  enclosed. 

...  In  conclusion,  we  beg  leave  to  say  that  we  carefully  abstain 
from  inviting  to  the  circulation  of  memorials  to  Congress,  or  anything 
to  agitate  those  ideas  of  national  intervention,  about  which  opinions 
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■jy  043841 


D  169 


Budapest  «©♦  6m 

Magyar  \kmzeti  Bank 


rfgii 


1932  Hungarian  fifty  pengo  note  hearing  the  portrait  of  Hungarian  poet  and  patriot 
Sandor  Petofi,  who  died  in  1849  at  the  hands  of  the  Russian  cavalry. 
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are  divided  among  our  fellow-citizens  as  among  ourselves.  What  is 
now  solicited  is  what  can  be  freely  accorded  by  persons  of  all  varieties 
of  views  on  the  subject.  We  appeal  only  to  that  volunteer  private 
sympathy  of  the  individual  citizen,  which  has  an  unquestionably  legal, 
as  well  as  high  moral  right,  to  do  what  he  pleases  with  its  own,  and, 
in  a  worthy  cause,  to  contribute  as  generously  as  its  means  may  per¬ 
mit,  to  aid  a  brother  people  to  recover  those  just  rights,  as  men  born 
freemen,  of  which  they  have  been  so  foully  despoiled,  still  more  by  the 
ever  ready  gold  than  by  the  cannon  and  bayonets  of  foreign  despotism. 
To  this  no  shadow  of  objection  can  be  pretended  to  exist,  whether 
founded  upon  our  own  laws,  upon  national  obligations,  or  upon  the 
high  duties  of  public  or  private  morality.  On  the  contrary,  at  the  same 
time  that  the  most  eminent  political  and  judicial  authorities  in  our 
country,  both  within  and  without  the  circle  of  high  functionaries  of 
Government,  unreservedly  justify  and  approve,  our  sympathies  in 
this  instance  are  in  perfect  harmony  with  our  clearest  legal  rights  and 
simplest  public  duties  .  .  . 

.  .  .  surely  we,  sovereign  citizens  of  America,  will  not  be  less  gen¬ 
erous  to  Kossuth  and  Hungary,  out  of  that  teeming  abundance  which 
we  boast  as  one  of  the  good  fruits  of  our  own  happy  republican  free¬ 
dom!  In  our  own  hour  of  need,  friends  in  Europe  freely  lent  us  money 
and  arms,  and  other  requisite  supplies,  for  our  own  revolutionary 
struggle — surely  now,  when  our  brothers  in  a  kind  cause  call  upon 
us  from  Europe,  to  remember  and  repay  the  timely  aid,  to  which,  in 
part,  we  owe  all  we  have  and  are,  we  will  not  turn  upon  them  the  cold 
shoulder  of  an  ungrateful  as  well  as  ungenerous  “American  Repudia¬ 
tion”  .  .  . 

By  order  of  the  Central  Hungarian  Committee. 

Simeon  Draper, 

Chairman  of  the  Central  Committee 

John  L.  O’Sullivan, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence 


There  was  a  second  issue  of  Kossuth  notes  in  1852.  Printed  in  Hun¬ 
garian  by  Toppan,  Carpenter,  Casilear  and  Company  of  Philadelphia, 
the  notes  were  issued  in  the  denominations  of  1,  2,  and  5  forint.  A 
translation  of  the  legend  on  the  notes  reads:  “This  note  is  accepted  by 
any  Hungarian  state  and  public  bank  to  the  value  of  (denomination), 
and  its  full  face  value  is  pledged  by  the  public  property.”  How  much 
money  Kossuth  was  able  to  raise  with  these  two  issues  is  not  known; 
however,  support  for  the  Hungarian  cause  remained  strong  in  some 
sections  of  the  country,  particularly  the  Midwest.  A  county  in  Iowa 
was  even  named  in  his  honor. 

When  he  left  the  United  States  and  temporarily  settled  in  England, 
Kossuth  realized  that  his  popularity  was  waning.  The  presses  which 
had  hailed  him  now  ignored  or  even  mocked  him.  Few  of  the  200,000 
people  who  had  welcomed  him  were  even  aware  that  he  had  left  the 
country.  Those  who  knew  of  his  departure  shrugged  their  shoulders 
and  turned  to  affairs  of  national  interest:  the  gold  rush,  the  slavery 
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Five  forint  Hungarian  crown  issued  in  1947-48  to  honor  Kossuth. 


issue,  admission  of  new  states.  But  in  the  years  that  followed,  Kossuth 
did  not  give  up  his  dreams  of  glory.  In  London,  at  about  the  time  the 
American  Civil  War  was  beginning,  Kossuth  issued  another  series 
of  notes  to  help  finance  the  Hungarian  war  for  independence.  Pres¬ 
sure  from  the  Austrian  government  resulted  in  British  confiscation 
of  both  notes  and  plates.  Moving  on  to  Italy,  still  a  hotbed  of  revolu¬ 
tion  in  1866,  Kossuth  had  plates  made  for  yet  another  issue  of  Hun¬ 
garian  notes.  While  the  plates  are  still  in  existence,  no  bills  are  known 
to  have  been  issued. 

When  Hungarian  conditions  were  altered  in  1867,  Kossuth  was 
elected  to  the  newly  established  Diet;  however,  he  could  not  reconcile 
himself  to  the  policies  of  the  new  government.  In  1879  his  Hun¬ 
garian  citizenship  was  revoked,  and  he  lived  his  remaining  years,  until 
1894,  in  Turin,  Italy.  He  was  buried  in  Budapest.  While  the  revolution 
had  not  been  a  success,  Kossuth  remembered  during  his  last  lonely 
years  of  self-imposed  exile  that  one  important  concession  had  been 
made  by  the  Austrian  rulers:  the  serfs  were  freed,  no  longer  to  be 
bound  to  the  soil.  He  is  looked  upon  today  as  a  great  patriot  by  the 
Hungarian  people,  and  Kossuth’s  portrait  continues  to  appear  on  the 
currency  and  coinage  of  that  country. 
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Foreign  Coins  Struck 
At  United  States  Mints 

By  Charles  G.  Altz  and  E.  H.  Barton 
Continued  from  February  issue 

•  APPENDIX 


FOREIGN  COINS  STRUCK  AT  PRIVATE  MINTS  IN  THE 

UNITED  STATES 


A.  The  Waterbury  Mint — Wa- 
terbury,  Connecticut. 


COLOMBIA 


The  establishment  known  as  the 
Scovill  Manufacturing  Company, 
which  operated  a  private  mint 
during  most  of  the  19th  and  the 
earlier  part  of  the  20th  Centuries, 
was  founded  in  1802  as  the  Water¬ 
bury  Works.  Its  business  was  or¬ 
iginally  the  manufacture  of  but¬ 
tons.  The  Scovill  brothers  took 
over  in  1827  and  shortly  there¬ 
after  began  to  manufacture  many 
varieties  of  token  coinage.  A 
great  many  of  the  U.  S.  Hard 
Times  Tokens  struck  between 
1834  and  1841  are  Scovill  prod¬ 
ucts,  as  are.  some  Civil  War 
Tokens,  bank  pieces,  some  Latin 
American  hacienda  tokens  and 
postage  stamp  cases  among  oth¬ 
ers. 

The  firm  supplied  the  planchets 
for  the  Venezuela  1  Centavo  and 
2V2  Centavos  coins  which  were 
struck  at  Philadelphia  in  1870  and 
1877.  From  1888  to  190f>  many  of 
the  planchets  for  regular  coinage 
of  U.  S.  ltf  and  5 4  pieces  also 
came  from  the  Waterbury  mint. 


Y19  2V2  Centavos,  copper-nickel 

1881  24,000,000 

1902  400,000 

Diameter:  14.3  millimeters. 


Y25  5  Centavos,  copper-nickel 

(value  with  branches 
on  reverse) 

1886 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL,  APRIL,  1965 


PAGE  277 


LXmTTTIIl 
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and  Selling 
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COMMEMORATIVE  COINS 

Silver  and  Gold 


Write  for  Price  List 

HY  BROWN 

18  North  State  St.,  Painesville,  Ohio  44077 
Area  Code  216-357-5544 


ins 


magazine 


Articl^iaStmg  features 

ads  fr0Sus°TECLE- 
QUOTES  price  guide  lists 
coin  values.  Subscribe  now. 

Special:  3  mos.  $1 

1  year  (12  issues)  only  $5 

2  years  $8  -  3  years  $10 


Numismatic  News 

NUMISMATIC  NEWSeis 
the  coin  collectors  K 
Contains  latest  coin  news 
historical  features  .  .  • 
‘  L '  * ‘  ads  by  world 

leading  coin  dealers  .  •  • 

section.  Try  it! 

Special:  6  issues  $1 

1  year  (26  issues)  only  $4 

2  years  $7  —  3  years  $10 


THE 

COIN  COLLECTORS’ 
CAPITAL 

IOLA,  WIS.  54945 
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HAITI 


Y24  5  Centavos,  copper-nickel 

(value  in  wreath  on 
reverse) 

1888 

1902  400,000 

Composition:  .7^0  copper,  .250 
nickel. 


DOMINICAN  REPUBLIC 


Y1  1  Centavo,  brass 
1877 


Y4  214  Centavos,  copper-nickel 
1877 


Y10  5  Centimes,  copper-nickel 


1904 

1905 

Yll  10  Centimes, 

1906 

Y12  20  Centimes, 

1907 

Y13  50  Centimes, 

1907 

1908 

Composition:  .750 
nickel. 


2,000,000 
30,000,000 
copper-nickel 
10,000,000 
copper-nickel 
5,000,000 
copper-nickel 
2,000,000 
800,000 
copper,  .250 


NICARAGUA 


Y2  5  Centavos,  copper-nickel 

(ESTADO  in  legend) 

1898 


Y5  5  Centavos,  copper-nickel 
1877 

Composition  of  the  214  and  5 
Centavos:  .750  copper,  .250  nickel 


Y3  5  Centavos,  copper-nickel 

(REPCA.  in  legend) 

1899 

Composition:  .750  copper,  .250 
nickel. 
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Mehlco  Quote  Sheet 

Now  in  its  6th  year.  Latest  quotes  on  rolls,  proof  and  commem.,  plus  weekly  trade  re¬ 
ports.  A  must  for  dealers  and  investors.  Saves  you  many  dollars!  Subscription:  3  months 
$5;  I  year  $15;  Airmail  $17.  Trial  number  free.  Write  for  it  today.  Issued  every  week. 
Sent  First  Class  or  Airmail. 


OFFICIAL  HAWAII  STATEHOOD  SILVER  MEDAL  (Medallic  Art) 


At  Original  Wholesale  Price . $25.00 

OFFICIAL  CIVIL  WAR  SILVER  MEDAL 

Reduced  Special  Below  Cost . $20.00 

Friedberg  2300  Hawaii  $1.00  Silver  Certificate  Crisp  Unc.  Catalogue  $9.00 

Our  Special  Price . $  6.50 


All  orders  under  $50.00  add  postage  and  insurance.  California  residents  add  4% 
Sales  Tax.  WE  ARE  BUYERS  OF  ALL  UNITED  STATES  AND  FOREIGN  COINS. 


ORDER  YOURS  NOW!  ! 


B.  MAX  MEHL  COMPANY 


P.O.  Box  1298  (WJ)  Beverly  Hills,  California  90213 

Telephone:  (Area  Code  213) — 274-6217 

Oldest  Established  Coin  Business  in  the  United  States,  founded 
in  1901.  This  is  our  10th  consecutive  advertisement  in  this 

publication. 


Plain  States  Hobby  Dist. 

SOUTHWEST'S  LARGEST  COIN  SUPPLIER 
WHOLESALE  EXCLUSIVELY 
❖ 

Prompt  Service  On  All  Orders 
Complete  Whitman  Line 
❖ 

Send  for  Additional  information 
on  your  letterhead. 

1709  Dryden,  Suite  109  Medical  Towers 
Houston,  Texas 
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PERU 


CUBA 


Y2  2  Centavos,  bronze 
1895  *’ 

Composition:  .950  copper,  .040  tin, 
.010  zinc. 

B.  The  Providence  Mint — Provi¬ 
dence,  Rhode  Island. 

The  Providence  mint  was  an 
outgrowth  of  the  firm  known  as 
the  Gorham  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany.  It  was  organized  by  Jabez 
Gorham  in  1818,  originally  to  pro¬ 
duce  jewelry.  By  1831  it  had  been 
enlarged  to  encompass  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  many  other  items  of 
small  handicraft  work.  Coin  man¬ 
ufacture,  however,  was  not  a  regu¬ 
lar  part  of  the  work  of  the  Gor¬ 
ham  company  until  the  1890’s. 

Perhaps  the  most  famous  of  the 
numismatic  accomplishments  of 
this  firm  is  the  large-size  silver 
piece  made  in  connection  with 
William  Jennings  Bryan’s  Free 
Silver  presidential  campaign  of 
1896. 


SUBSCRIPTION  NOTICE 

Subscription  orders  must  reach 
this  office  before  the  10th  of 
April  in  order  to  have  the 
subscription  begin  with  the 
May  issue  of  the  Journal.  Sub¬ 
scriptions  received  after  the  10th 
of  April  will  begin  with  the 
June  issue.  Back  issues  of 
the  Journal  are  not  available. 
Subscriptions  will  not  begin  with 
the  previous  month’s  issue. 


Y1  Souvenir  Peso,  silver* 

1897  10,000 

This  issue  contains  three  distinct 
varieties,  and  was  struck  in  two 
locations. 

Variety  1 — 858  pieces  struck  (of 
which  30  defective  pieces  were 
destroyed) 

Struck  at  the  Dunn  Air- 
Brake  Company,  Philadel¬ 
phia  with  dies  and  plan- 
chets  supplied  by  the  Gor¬ 
ham  company. 

Variety  1  is  characterized  by 
high  relief,  the  inscription  “PAT 
97”  on  the  truncation  of  the  bust, 
and  widely  spaced  numerals  in 
the  date. 

Variety  2 — 4,286  pieces  struck 
Struck  at  the  Providence 
mint. 

Variety  2  is  struck  in  the  lowest 
relief  of  the  entire  issue.  Also, 
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featuring  all  the  major  brands  .  .  . 
plus  the  exclusive  fast  selling  line  of 
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o  SCOTT  •  SEEWELL  •  SEITZ 

•  SELSI  •  SWIFT  •  WHITE  ACE 
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RIB  BOH 


|  A  AAA  HAROLD  COHN  &  CO 
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HARCO  CATALOGS,  WITH  ROOM  FOR  YOUR  IMPRINT,  MAKE 
IDEAL  CUSTOMER  MAILERS. ..SEND  FOR  FREE  DETAILS 


FILL  OUT  AND 

MAIL 

NOW 


HAROLD  COHN  &  CO. 

3224  N.  Halsted  St.,  Chicago,  III.  60657 

Please  send  me  the  following.  I  understand 
there  is  to  be  no  charge  for  this  material. 

Philatelic  Catalog  O  Numismatic  Catalog 
f~l  Full  details  as  to  how  I  can  use  catalogs, 
with  my  imprint,  for  customer  mailers. 

STORE  NAME . 

STORE  ADDRESS . 

CITY . STATE . 

BUYER'S  NAME . 


PAGE  282 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL,  APRIL,  1965 


the  star  to  the  right  of  the  7  in 
the  date  is  below  the  base  line  of 
the  date.  There  is  a  letter  H  in  the 
shield  on  the  reverse,  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  right.  No  inscription  on  the 
truncation,  and  numerals  of  the 
date  are  closely  spaced. 

Variety  3 — 4,856  pieces  struck 
Struck  at  the  Providence 
mint. 

The  star  is  well  above  the  base 
line  of  the  date,  and  there  is  no 
initial  H  on  the  reverse.  The  stem 
of  R  in  SOUVENIR  is  shorter 
than  on  either  of  the  other  two 
varieties. 


Y2  One  Peso,  silver 

1898  1,000 
Composition:  .900  silver. 

Proofs  exist  for  both  the  1897 
and  1898  dates. 

*  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Maga¬ 
zine,  February,  1958,  “The  Cuban 
Souvenir  Peso  of  1897,”  by  Ro¬ 
berto  Pesant,  pp.  229-232. 


ECUADOR 


Y38  5  Centavos,  copper-nickel 

1919  12,000,000 

Y40  10  Centavos,  copper-nickel 

1919  2,000,000 

Composition:  .750  copper,  .250 
nickel. 


SERBIA 


Y19  5  Para,  copper-nickel 

1917  5,000,000 

Y20  10  Para,  copper-nickel 

1917  5,000,000 

Y21  20  Para,  copper-nickel 

1917  5,000,000 


C.  Denver,  Colorado 

A  private  establishment  in  Den¬ 
ver  is  known  to  have  struck  two 
coins  for  the  State  of  Durango, 
Mexico  during  the  Revolution  of 
1910-1917.  The  name  of  this  firm 
is  believed  to  have  been  the  Den¬ 
ver  Novelty  Works  and  Manufac¬ 
turing  Company,  but  no  records 
have  been  found  that  have  sub¬ 
stantiated  this  belief. 
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"YELLOW  COIN  BOOK ' 

43rd  EDITION - APRIL  1965 
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trated  With  Pictorial  Charts  That  Aid  You  At  A  Glance  As  To  The 
Condition  Of  Your  Coins. 


Down  To  Earth  Valuations  Given  To  Every  Collectable  Condition  Of 
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Today  And  Not  Those  Of  A  Year  Ago. 


A  Homey  Chit-Chat  Column  Of  “Coin  Activity  In  Which  The  Writer 
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Listings  Of  All  Single  Coins  You  Will  Find  Listed — Lhieirculated 
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MEXICO 


The  1847  One  Cent  of  Hawaii: 


Y  R13  1  Centavo,  aluminum 

1914  *. 


Y  R17  5  Centavos,  brass 

1914 


There  has  been  much  specula¬ 
tion  concerning  the  origin  of  this 
coin.  The  dies  are  believed  to  have 
been  made  in  Massachusetts,  and 
the  coins  themselves  possibly 
struck  in  Philadelphia.  No  rec¬ 
ords  have  been  located  to  verify 
any  of  this  information. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


United  States  Annual  Mint  Re¬ 
ports. 

United  States  Monthly  Mint  Re¬ 
ports. 

British  Mint  Reports. 

Mexico  City  Mint  Reports. 

Paris  Mint  Reports. 

Carlota  De  Pardo,  Mercedes; 
Monedas  Venezolanas;  Caracas, 
1961.  (Book  I) 

Gurdian,  Raul;  Contribution  al 
E  studio  de  las  Monedas  de 
Costa  Rica;  San  Jose,  Costa 
Rica,  1958. 

Kann,  E.;  Illustrated  Catalog  of 
Chinese  Coins;  Hong  Kong;  Ye 
Olde  Printerie,  Ltd.  1954. 

Lismore,  Thomas;  The  Coinage  of 
Cuba  (1870-1953) ,  English- 
Spanish  Ed.,  Havana,  1955. 

Mazard,  Jean;  Histoire  Monetaire 
et  Numismatique  des  Colonies 


et  de  l-Union  Francaise  1670- 
1952;  Paris,  Emile  Bourgey, 
1953. 

Scholten,  C.;  The  Coins  of  the 
Dutch  Overseas  T erritories 
1601-191+8;  Amsterdam,  J. 
Schulman,  1953. 

Shafer,  Neil;  United  States  Terri¬ 
torial  Coinage  for  the  Philip¬ 
pine  Islands;  Whitman  Publish¬ 
ing  Company,  Racine,  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  1961. 

Terlecki,  Wladyslaw;  The  Cata¬ 
logue  of  Polish  Coins  1916-1958; 
Warsaw,  1960. 

Yeoman,  R.  S.;  A  Catalog  of 
Modern  World  Coins,  sixth  edi¬ 
tion,  Whitman,  1964. 

Eden,  Paul  R.;  articles  in  the 
Numismatic  Scrapbook  (Octo¬ 
ber,  1962  on  Waterbury  and 
March,  1963  on  Providence). 
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Foreign  Currency  Exchange  Rates 

Prices  for  one  foreign  currency  unit  in  U.S.  dollars  as  of  March  1,  7965, 
supplied  through  the  courtesy  of  DEAK  &  CO.  (TIMES  SQUARE) 
INC.,  1480  Broadway,  New  York  36,  New  York. 


Official 

Free 

Official 

Free 

Country  &  Currency  Unit 

Rate 

Rate 

Country  and  Currency  Unit 

Rate 

Rate 

Aden,  E.  Af.  Shilling 

.14 

.136 

Gambia,  Br.  W.  Af.  Pound 

2.80 

2.78 

Afghanistan,  Afghani 

.022 

.0135 

Germany,  East,  Ostmark 

.45 

.11 

Albania,  Lek 

.020 

.0066 

Germany,  West,  Deutsche  Mark 

.25 

.253 

Algeria,  Dinar 

.204 

.15 

Ghana,  Cedi 

1.17 

.76 

Andorra,  Fr.  Franc 

.204 

.205 

Gibraltar,  Pound 

2.80 

2.79 

Andorra,  Sp.  Peseta 

.0167 

.017 

Gilbert  &  Ellice,  Pound 

Angola,  Escudo 

.0348 

.027 

(Australian) 

2.24 

2.23 

Antigua,  Br.  W.  In.  Dollar 

.588 

.59 

Great  Britain,  Pound  Sterling 

2.80 

2.82 

Argentina,  Peso 

Free 

.0045 

Greece,  Drachma 

.033 

.034 

Ascension,  E.  Af.  Shilling 

.14 

.136 

Greenland,  Kroner 

.1447 

.146 

Australia,  Pound 

2.24 

2.23 

Granada,  Br.  W.  In.,  Br.  W. 

Austria,  Schilling 

.0385 

.0395 

In.  Dollar 

.588 

.59 

Bahamas,  Pound 

2.80 

2.79 

Guatemala,  Quetzal 

1.00 

.92 

Bahrain,  Dinar 

2.10 

1.35 

Guinea,  Franc 

.0041 

.0041 

Barbados,  Br.  W.  In.  Dollar 

.588 

.59 

Haiti,  Gourde 

.20 

.19 

Basutoland,  Rand 

1.40 

1.35 

Honduras,  Lempira 

.50 

.49 

Bechuanaland,  Rand 

1.40 

1.35 

Hong  Kong,  Dollar 

.1768 

.176 

Belgium,  Franc 

.020 

.0203 

Hungary,  Forint 

.0852 

.022 

Bolivia,  New  Peso 

.0821 

.080 

Iceland,  Krona 

.02325 

.023 

Brazil,  Cruzeiro 

Free 

.00055 

Ifni,  Peseta 

.0167 

.017 

Br.  Guiana,  Br.  W.  In.  Dollar 

.588 

.59 

India,  Rupee 

.21 

.135 

Br.  Honduras,  Dollar 

.70 

.59 

Indonesia,  Rupiah 

.00185 

.000166 

Br.  Solomon  I.,  Australian 

Iran,  Rial 

.013 

.0122 

Pound 

2.24 

2.23 

Iraq,  Dinar 

2.80 

2.58 

Brunei,  Malaya  Dollar 

.33 

.328 

Ireland,  Pound 

2.80 

2.82 

Bulgaria,  Lev 

.855 

.40 

Israel,  Pound 

.3333 

.33 

Burma,  Kyat 

.21 

.07 

Italy,  Lira 

.00161 

.00163 

Burundi,  Franc 

.02025 

.006 

Ivory  Coast,  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.0041 

Cambodia,  Riel 

.0285 

.01 

.Jamaica,  Pound 

2.80 

2.79 

Cameroons,  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.0041 

Japan,  Yen 

.00278 

.00267 

Canada,  Dollar 

.925 

.932 

Jordan,  Dinar 

2.80 

2.79 

Cape  Verde  I.,  Escudo 

.0348 

.027 

Kenya,  E.  Af.  Shilling 

.14 

.136 

Cayman  I.,  Jamaican  Pound 

2.80 

.279 

Korea,  South,  Won 

.00392 

.0033 

Central  Af.  Rep.,  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.0041 

Kuwait,  Dinar 

2.80 

2.79 

Ceylon,  Rupee 

.21 

.0825 

Laos,  Kip 

.0042 

.00133 

Chad,  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.0041 

Lebanon,  Pound 

Free 

.33 

Chile,  Escudo 

.313 

.27 

Leeward  I.,  Br.  W.  In.  Dollar 

.588 

.59 

China  (Formosa),  New  Taiwan  $ 

.025 

.02 

Liberia,  Dollar 

1.00 

1.00 

China  (Peiping),  Yuan 

.406 

Libya,  Pound 

2.80 

2.43 

Colombia,  Peso 

Free 

.07 

Liechtenstein,  Swiss  Franc 

Free 

.2325 

Congo  (Brazzav),  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.0041 

Luxembourg,  Franc 

.020 

.0201 

Congo  (Leopoldv),  Franc 

.0061 

.003 

Macao,  Pataca 

.21 

.19 

Cook  I.,  Pound 

2.80 

2.20 

Malagasy  Rep.,  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.0041 

Costa  Rica,  Colon 

.1509 

.14 

Malaysia,  Dollar 

.33 

.328 

Cuba,  Peso 

1.00 

Maidive  I.,  Ind.  Rupee 

.21 

.135 

Curacao,  Guilder 

.53 

.53 

Mali,  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.0041 

Cyprus,  Pound 

2.80 

2.68 

Malta,  Pound 

2.80 

2.79 

Czechoslovakia,  Koruna 

.1389 

.031 

Martinique,  Franc 

.204 

.204 

Dahomey,  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.0041 

Mauritania,  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.0041 

Denmark,  Kroner 

.1447 

.146 

Mauritius,  Rupee 

.21 

.13 

Dominica,  Br.  W.  Ind.,  Br.  W. 

Mexico,  Peso 

.080 

.082 

Ind.  Dollar 

.588 

.59 

Monaco,  French  Franc 

.20 

.205 

Dominican  Rep.,  Peso 

1.00 

.90 

Montserrat,  Br.  W.  In.  Dollar 

.588 

.59 

Ecuador,  Sucre 

.0555 

.052 

Morocco,  Dirham 

.198 

.  165 

Egypt,  Pound 

2.30 

1.38 

Mozambique,  Escudo 

.0348 

.027 

Ethiopia,  Dollar 

.403 

.40 

Muscat,  Ind.  Rupee 

.21 

.135 

Falkland  I.,  Pound 

2.80 

2.20 

Nauru,  Shilling 

.112 

.11 

Fiji,  Pound 

2.51 

2.20 

Nepal,  Rupee 

.132 

.11 

Finland,  Markka 

.312 

.31 

Netherlands,  Guilder 

.277 

.279 

France,  Franc 

.2025 

.205 

New  Caledonia,  CFP  Franc 

.0112 

.0103 

Fr.  Oceania,  CFP  Franc 

.01 12 

.0103 

New  Guinea  (Irian),  Rupiah 

Gabon,  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.0041 

Irian  Barat 

.277 

.21 
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Official 

Free 

Country  and  Currency  Unit 

Rate 

Rate 

New  Hebrides,  CFP  Franc 

.0112 

.0103 

New  Zealand,  Pound 

2.80 

2.65 

Nicaragua,  Cordoba 

.1429 

.14 

Niger,  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.0041 

Nigeria,  Pound 

2.80 

2.77 

Niue,  N.  Zealand  Pound 

2.80 

2.65 

Norfolk  I.,  Shilling 

.112 

.11 

No.  Borneo,  Malaya  Dollar 

.33 

.328 

Norway,  Krone 

.140 

.142 

Pakistan,  Rupee 

.21 

.1275 

Panama,  Balboa 

Papua  &  N.  Guinea,  Austr. 

1.00 

.90 

Pound 

2.24 

2.23 

Paraguay,  Guarani 

Free 

.0072 

Peru,  Sol 

Free 

.0375 

Phillipines,  Peso 

Free 

.265 

Pitcairn  I.,  Pound 

2.80 

2.50 

Poland,  Zloty 

.25 

.011 

Portugal,  Escudo 

.0348 

.036 

Reunion,  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.0041 

Rhodesia,  Pound 

2.80 

2.65 

Rumania,  Lei 

.167 

.039 

Russia,  Rouble 

1.111 

.48 

Rwanda,  Franc 

.020 

.006 

Ryukyu  1.,  U  ,S.  Dollar 

1.00 

1.00 

St.  Helena,  Pound 

2.80 

2.80 

St.  Kitts-Nevis,  Br.  W.  In.  Dollar  .588 

.59 

St.  Lucia,  Br.  W.  In.  Dollar 

.588 

.59 

St.  Pierre  &  Miq.,  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.0041 

St.  Thomas,  Escudo 

.0348 

.027 

St.  Vincent,  Br.  W.  In.  Dollar 

.588 

.59 

El  Salvador,  Colon 

.40 

.40 

Samoa,  Pound 

1.40 

.95 

San  Marino,  It.  Lira 

Sarawak  (Malaysia),  Malayan 

.00161 

.00163 

Dollar 

.33 

.328 

Saudi  Arabia,  Riyal 

.222 

.22 

Senegal,  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.0041 

Seychelles,  Rupee 

.21 

.11 

Sierra  Leone,  Leone 

1.40 

1.35 

Somalia,  Somalo 

.14 

.14 

S.W.  Africa,  Rand 

1.40 

1.35 

South  Africa,  Rand 

1.40 

1.35 

Spain  &  Col.,  Peseta 

.0167 

.017 

Straits  Settle.,  Malayan  Dollar 

.33 

.325 

Sudan,  Pound 

2.87 

2.00 

Surinam,  Guilder 

.53 

.53 

Swaziland,  S.  Afr.  Rand 

1.40 

1.35 

Sweden,  Krona 

.193 

.195 

Switzerland,  Franc 

Free 

.2315 

Syria,  Pound 

Free 

.27 

Tanzania,  E.  At.  Shilling 

.14 

.136 

Thailand,  Baht 

.048 

.0472 

Timor,  Escudo 

.0348 

.027 

Togo,  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.0041 

Tokelau  I.,  N.  Zealand  Pound 

2.79 

2.65 

Tonga,  Pound 

2.24 

1.95 

Trin.  &  Tob.,  Br.  W.  In.  Dollar 

.588 

.59 

Tunisia,  Dinar 

Free 

.92 

Turkey,  Lira 

.111 

.0925 

Turks  &  Caicos  1.,  E.  Af .  Shilling 

.14 

.136 

Uganda,  E.  Af.  Shilling 

.14 

.136 

Uruguay,  Peso 

Free 

.039 

Venezuela,  Bolivar 

Free 

.222 

Viet-Nam  (South),  Piastre 

.014 

.009 

Virgin  I.,  Br.  W.  In.  Dollar 

.588 

.59 

Voltaic  Rep.,  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.0041 

Wallis  &  Futuna,  CFP  Franc 

.0112 

.0103 

Yemen,  Rial 

.56 

Yugoslavia,  Dinar 

.00133 

.0012 

Zambia,  Pound 

2.80 

2.65 

Zanzibar,  E.  Af.  Shilling 

.14 

.136 

WANTED 

West  Indies  Coins 

1600-1880 

Tokens,  Regular  Issues  and  the 
Cut  and/or  Counter-stamped 
Spanish,  French,  British,  Dutch, 
and  United  States  used  in  the 
Caribbean  area. 

RAY  BYRNE 

Life  Member,  A.N.A.— A.N.S. 
701  N.  Negley  Ave. 
Pittsburgh  6,  Penna. 
Phone  (412)  441-0738 


We  are  distributors  of  Coin 
&  Stomp  supplies  featur¬ 
ing  the  complete  WHIT¬ 
MAN  Line. 

CHARLTON 
COIN  &  STAMP 
COMPANY  LIMITED 

J.  E.  &  M.  CHARLTON 

49  Queen  St.  E. 
Toronto  1,  Canada 

Established  1949 
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Serving  ALL  your  coin  and  currency  needs  .  .  . 

YOUR  DEPARTMENT  STORE 


SEE  one  of  the  largest  and  most  varied  stocks  of  coins  and 
supplies  to  be  found  in  your  area. 

SEE  an  extensive  stock  of  U.S.,  foreign  and  ancient  coins  from 
all  periods  of  time  and  in  all  metals 

SEE  a  complete  stock  of  books,  albums,  medals  and  acces¬ 
sories 

ENJOY  the  convenience  of  Charge  Account  privileges  .  .  .  mail 
and  phone  shopping  (with  complete  confidence)  .  .  .  Want  List 
service  .  .  .  and  a  host  of  other  personal  services 


Your  complete  satisfaction  is  Always  Guaranteed! 


Shop  for  your  Coins  and  Coin  Supplies 
at  these  fine  Department  Stores: 


Atlanta 

Rich's 

Baltimore 

Hutzler's 
Beverly  Hills 
J.  W.  Robinson 

Boston 

Jordan  Marsh 

Buffalo 

Adam,  Meldrum  & 
Anderson 
Chevy  Chase 
Woodward  &  Lothrop 
Chicago 

Marshall  Field 


Columbus 

F.  &  R.  Lazarus 

Denver 
May-D  &  F 

Detroit 

J.  L.  Hudson 

Hartford 

G.  Fox  &  Co. 

Houston 

Foley's 
Los  Angeles 

J.  W.  Robinson 

Louisville 

Stewart's 


Cincinnati 

H.  &  S.  Pogue  Co. 

Cleveland 

Higbee  Company 


Milwaukee 
Gimbels 
New  Orleans 

Maison  Blanche 


New  York 

Gimbels 
Omaha 
Brandeis 
Panorama  City 
J.  W.  Robinson 
Paramus 
Gimbels 

Pasadena 

J.  W.  Robinson 

Philadelphia 

Gimbels 

Pittsburgh 

Kaufmann’s 

Portland 

Meier  &  Frank 

Richmond 

Thalhimers 


St.  Louis 

Famous-Barr 

San  Antonio 

Joske's 

San  Diego 

May  Co. 

San  Francisco 

The  Emporium 

San  Mateo 

The  Emporium 

Seattle 

The  Bon  Marche 
Skokie 

Marshall  Field 

Washington,  D.C. 

Woodward  &  Lothrop 


PAGE  288 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL,  APRIL,  1965 


CHOICE  WORLD  PROOF  SETS 

All  Glittering  Proofs,  Original  Cases.  Remember,  you  can't  do  better 
than  at  Bebee's.  You  get  "Just  what  you  Pay  For — and  more."  We 
cannot  be  "Undersold  on  Quality." 


British  Caribbean  Territory.  1955 
Set  _  $135.00 

Central  African  Federation  (Rho¬ 
desia  &  Nyasaland).  1955  Set  210.00 

Ceylon.  1957  Buddha  Set  (2). 

No  Case  97.50 

Double  Set  (4).  In  Case,  as  issued  195.00 

Cyprus.  1955  Set(5)  80.00 

1963  Set  (5)  35.00 


Ghana.  1958  Set  (7).  Fast  moving 
up.  Now  brings  $85  tb  $90  in  London, 
where  World  Proof  Sets  are  going 
wild — had  several  trans-Atlantic  calls 
for  them.  Limit  I  Set  ($65  after 
April  15th)  49.75 

Ghana.  1958  Crown  Superb  Gem  19.75 

Or,  with  faint  hairlines,  limit  I  13.50 

Great  Britain.  Elizabeth  Maundy 
—  1953  Wtd. 

1954,  55,  56,  57,  58,  59,  60  each  75.00 

1961,  62,  63,  64  each  72.50 

Maundy  Cases  for  above  extra,  each  2.00 

1950  George  VI  Set  (9).  Superb  75.00 
Another,  few  coins  slightly  tarnished  57.50 

1951  Festival  of  Britain  Set  (10)  110.00 


1953  Elizabeth  Coronation 
Set  (10)  85.00 

Guernsey.  1956  Set  (3).  No  Case  39  50 
Double  Set  (6).  In  Case,  as  issued  79.50 
Jersey.  1957  Set  (2).  No  Case  45.00 

Double  Set  (4).  In  Case,  as  issued  90.00 

1960  Double  Set  (4)  47.50 

1964  Double  Set  (4)  23.50 

Malta.  1964  Set(2).  In  Official  Card  24.50 


New  Zealand.  1953  Elizabeth  Set  (8)  1 19.50 
Nigeria.  1959  Set  (6).  All  sets  issued 
show  slight  discoloration  on  few 
coins  as  well  as  the  cases.  These  are 
the  nicest  of  the  large  quantity 
we've  handled.  Limit  I  185.00 


Pakistan.  Original  First  Issue  Set 
(8).  In  Case.  Not  the  laminated  sets 
they  issue  now  27.50 

Sierra  Leone.  1964  Set  (5).  Deluxe 
case  35  00 


Surinam. 

issued 

1962  Set 

(5). 

Only  650 

1 10.00 

Another 

■,  but  3  coins 

have 

tiny  nicks 

80.00 

Zambia. 

soon 

1964  Sets. 

Limited  supply 

Without 

Write 

With 

South  Africa 

Gold 

Gold 

1951  ’ 

'We 

80.00 

— 

1952 

are 

67.50 

137.50 

1953 

all 

67.50 

147.50 

1954 

Gem 

79.00 

write 

1955 

Sets. 

75.00 

write 

1956 

If 

92.50 

225.00 

1957 

You 

175.00 

360.00 

1958 

want 

185.00 

375.00 

1959 

the 

write 

write 

I960 

Nicest, 

90.00 

195.00 

1961 

send 

50.00 

1 15.00 

1962 

for 

62.50 

137.50 

1963 

us 

47.50 

112.50 

1964 

NOW" 

32.50 

— 

SPECIAL  OFFER 

British  Caribbean,  Ceylon  Double,  Cyprus 
1955,  Ghana,  Great  Britain  1953  Elizabeth, 
Guernsey,  Jersey  1957.  The  lot  of  seven  (7). 
Limit  I  to  a  customer  $650.00 

All  Subject  to  Prior  Sale.  Don't  be  disap¬ 
pointed.  Order  before  the  next  "price  rise" 
which  is  bound  to  come  as  Dealers  stocks 
diminish. 


DR.  DAVENPORT  BOOKS 

It's  here — Volume  I  "European  Crowns  &  Talers  Since  1800"  .  12.50 

Due  in  June — Volume  II  "German  Talers  1700-1800" . . . 12.50 

Due  in  Fall — Volume  III  "European  Crowns  1700-1800"  12.50 


The  above  Spink  &  Son,  Ltd.  Reprints,  with  up-to-date  prices.  We  are  exclusive 
distributors  for  the  U.S.A.  Order  all  three  Volumes  NOW — we'll  send  others  as  soon 
as  received. 


"PRONTO  SERVICE" 


4514  North  30th  St.  (Area  402,  451-4766)  Omaha,  Nebr.  68111 

DEALERS:  Request  Free  Wholesale  Catalogue  on  your  letterhead  or  supply  proof  that 

you  are  an  established  Dealer. 


The  Price  of  a  Penny.. 


without  an  AVERAGE*  you  hardly  know 
which  price  is  high...  which  one  is  low 


The  22nd  Edition 
of  Yeoman's 

BLUE  BOOK 


gives  you 
up-to-date 
AVERAGE 
coin  prices 
dealers  across 
the  nation 

are  paying.  Buy  it  today! 


$joo 


at  your  hobby  dealer 


WHITMAN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY,  Racine,  Wis. 
WORLD  S  LEADING  NUMISMATIC  PUBLISHERS 


